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The topic of solid waste management was chosen from those available to the Seminar principally

because, in spite of the pressing nature of its problems, solid waste management is all too frequent

ly placed last in line to receive its share of investigative energy. The Seminar has three purposes.

The first is to give the participating senior students a practice run doing environmental research -

research that integrates at least two years of environmentally oriented coursework. The second is

to assemble material pertinent to future revisions of the solid waste management portion of the

Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) Environmental Management Plan (EMP). The original version

of that plan was approved by ABAG for submittal to individual Bay Area City and County Governments

in the spring of 1978. Periodic revision of the EMP is required by federal law. The third purpose

of this project is to produce a collection of useful information on environmental aspects of solid

waste management for interested parties.
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presented here is applicable to other metropolitan areas in the United States.
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