Iñupiaq Experiences of Utility Scarcity:
Power, Water, and Health in the Northwest Arctic Borough
 
This dissertation uses anthropological and participatory methods to examine the lived experiences of water insecurity and energy shortages in Iñupiaq Eskimo villages of the Northwest Arctic Borough. In the Arctic, energy is a public health issue that cannot be separated from water scarcity. Access to sufficient quantities of clean water is dependent on electricity and fuel.  The soaring costs of energy in the region are creating a situation where villages are increasingly unable to operate and maintain their water and sewer systems, and residents cannot afford water. I use the term utility scarcity to describe this situation.
Little is known about how utility scarcity is experienced on a specifically local level for extended periods of time. I investigate how this problem was historically created; how it shapes these communities and their social relations; and how individuals, families, and community leaders cope with and think about utility scarcity. My ultimate goal is to produce a body of relevant data and materials (including narratives, maps, and photographs) in partnership with Iñupiaq communities that they can utilize as tools for self-determination.
