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SACRAMENTO—California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Director Andrea 
Tuttle today clarified the status of ongoing research on coast redwoods designed to 
determine if redwood is a host plant for Sudden Oak Death (SOD).  "I caution 
anyone from relying on incomplete research to make conclusive statements. We 
want to take strong actions to control this aggressive pest, but we need sound 
science to prove or disprove a susceptible host and an infested area," said Tuttle. 

UC researchers have not completed the necessary tests to determine whether or not 
coast redwoods are a host of Phytophthora ramorum, the pathogen known to cause 
SOD. "We are still in the early stages of studying redwood," said Dave Rizzo, 
associate professor and leading researcher at UC Davis.  Evidence from studies 
needs to be gathered before conclusions can be made. 

"Only after completing the necessary lab work and expanding field observations will 
we be able to produce a definitive, scientifically sound conclusion," said Matteo 
Garbelotto, an extension forest pathology specialist and adjunct professor of plant 
pathology at UC Berkeley.  The UC scientists are still trying to determine whether 
redwoods are a true host of the spores, and if so, the degree to which redwoods are 
affected. 

Currently 10 coastal California counties* are infested with SOD and fall under 
California Department of Food and Agriculture regulations that prohibit the 
movement of any of the plants** affected by this disease without a permit unless 
the wood has been debarked.  These counties became regulated when sites were 
scientifically confirmed by CDFA to have Phytophthora ramourum. 

 


