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known as-ecofeminism, dedi-
tirral environment.
iinism was coined by French
"Eatibonne in 1974 to represent
women’s potential for bringing about an ecological
révolution. Ecofeminism is aresponse o the percep-
tion that both women and nature have been devalued
in Western culture and that both can be elevated and
liberated through ditect political action. The earth is
being dominated by male-controlled industrializa-
tion, technology, and science: Women are being
dominated by the complex set of social patterns
called capitalist patriarchy-—in which men labor in
the marketplace and women labor in the home or in
fow-status jobs.

The scientific revolution of the 17th century
changed Western society’s prevailing view of na-

The term.

ture. From an earlier status as a goddess ora nurtuz- |

ing mother, nature was
to be controlled and:-
repaired by men. Si-
multaneously, social
and economic changes
brought by capitalism
'-erodedthepeasanta.nd :
©attisan way of life, in
whichmen and women
worked togetherin the
homé, Anincreasingly
- industrialized society
was dominatedby men,
with domestic life re-
maining the preserve
.. of women. Women'’s

isformed into a machine
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_sprayed with herbicides |

labor in the home was (and still is) unpaid and per-.
ceived to be subordinate to men’s labor in the mar-,
ketplace. Both women and nature were subordinated .

to the male-driven industrial society.
Another connection between women and na-

ture centers on their role in biological reproduction. - .
Women are perceived to be closer to nature because
of their capacity for bearing children. This connec-:

tion is the source of many women’s ecological activ-

ism in defense of a healthy home and family life. .
Women frequently protest radioactivity from nu-

clear wastes, power plants, and bombs as a potential
cause of birth defects and cancers. They argue that
hazardous waste sites near schools and homes per-
meate soil and drinking water, producing statistically
higher cases of leukemia, miscarriages, and birth
defects among local families. They object to pesti-
cides and herbicides being sprayed on crops and
forests as potentially affecting childbearing women
living near them. Such actions can sometimes also
Taise women’s consciousness of their own oppres-
sion. For example, many lower-middle-class women

‘became politicized through protests over toxic chemi-
-.cal wastes at Love Canal.

But ecofeminism has its critics. They point out
that any analysis stressing women'’s “spec1al” quali-
tigs ties them to a “special” biclogical or “natural”
destiny that thwarts the possibility of liberation. But
more and more ecologically concerned women are

turning to ecofeminism as the most inspiring way to

“empower themselves while at the same time restor-
_ing ecological balance to the earth.

—Caroline Merchant
New Internationalist

.' Excerpted with permission from the leftist global affairs

magazine New Internationalist (May 1987). Subscriptions:

" 830/yr (12 issues}tromBox 1143, Lewiston, NY 14092. Back

issues: $3 from sarne address.
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