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INTRODUCTION

The subject of energy in Lhe Bay Area is a very broad topic, yet we chose {t becouse of its vital impor-
tance in our lives, and because of the broad range of environmental, social, and economic impacts which accom-
pany it. The recent awareness of dwindling supplies of conventional energy sources has brought about a need
for change in the way we meet our increasing energy needs. Though we haven't yet encountered an unavailability
of energy, we are nonetheless in the midst of a crisis, for the decisions we make today may have a long-last-
ing effect on the future energy situation. Therefore we see the present crisis as a valuable opportunity to
initiate changes in energy policies and attitudes which will create environmentally sound solutions to meeting
our future needs. We realize that this problem is not unique to the Bay Area, but we chose to focus on this
smaller region because of our familiarity with it, and because it is a more manageable unit. Hopefully our
findings will apply to other areas as well.

This project attempts to view the current energy situation and propose amendments which may alleviate or
even solve the problem of an energy scarcity in the San Francisco Bay Area.

The book is divided into five sections, The first section discusses the energy needs in the Bay Area for
domestic, commercial, industrial, and transportation use. It provides a current perspective on consumption as
well as a look into future demands.

The second section deals with the present sources used: their source, efficiency, environmental impact,
and also the socioeconomic aspects. An analysis of trends in use in present sources including fossil fuels,
geothermal, nuclear, and hydroelectric power concludes this segment,

The third section gives an overview of domestic, industrial, and transportation energy uses. It investi-
gates what the energy is used for and proposes conservation measures for the present demands.

The fourth section presents alternative energy sources for the Bay Area, Energy from solar, wind, tidal,
and biomass sources are discussed and considered for feasible applications in the Bay Region.

The final section concerns administration and policy for energy. It deals with the governmental responses
on federal, state, and local levels to the energy situation. In addition, it reviews responses by local groups

coping with the energy crisis.



