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Map 1. EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT

Source: East Bay Regional Park District
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INTRODUCTION

The San Francisco Bay Area is uniquely blessed with parkland resources. It has been estimated that

an acre of public parkland exists for every ten Bay Area residents - a ratio unmatched by any other major

metropolitan area in the United States.

We hope that an examination of these parklands in the East Bay area - currently over 50,000 acres in

Alameda and Contra Costa Counties - will contribute to an understanding and awareness of park planning and

management considerations. Such an examination, including facets of vegetation management, transportation

issues and park-site analyses, is the goal of this seminar.
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History

The East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) is a tax-supported regional agency operating in parts of

Alameda and Contra Costa Counties (Map 1, Frontispiece). Under the California Public Resources Code it is

empowered, among other things, to ". . . acquire land, to plan, develop and operate a system of public

parks, playgrounds, golf courses, beaches, trails, natural areas, ecological and open space preserves,

parkways, scenic drives, boulevards, and other facilities for public recreation . . . for the use and enjoy

ment of all the inhabitants of the District. . . ." (p. 6).4 EBRPD serves as the unit of county govern

ment for Parks and Recreation for both Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.

EBRPD was formed in the early 1930's by voters in Alameda County - its first parks included the

Redwood and Til den Regional Parks. Contra Costa County was added to the District in 1964, and EBRPD has

grown to the point where it now owns or administers roughly 50,000 acres of parkland in its two-county

area. Much of this land has been acquired relatively recently.

In 1970, EBRPD determined that its funds were inadequate for simultaneously managing its existing

parklands and acquiring new park sites. As a result of lobbying efforts, the California Legislature in

1971 authorized the District to increase its tax rate to make additional revenues available to the District

for park acquisition and expansion. This additional revenue, collected over the past five years, has

allowed EBRPD greatly to expand its parkland inventory. As of 1978, the District owns _39 parks, 31 of

which are open to the public (pre-Jarvis-Gann).

Half of the 1971 tax increase was made contingent upon the District's adopting a^MasterPlan' which

would spell out the District's plans for parkland acquisition and development programs for the next one

to two decades. The District adopted such a Master Plan in 1973.

Regarding EBRPD's acquisition policies, the Master Plan states that one of the District's primary goals

is a balanced system of parks - one with an equitable distribution of parklands that are designed to reflect
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