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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES AT U.C. BERKELEY

The Environmental Sciences group major was created in 1970 in response to the need for an under

graduate program that addresses the wide scope of environmental problems. The students' first years

in the program are spent acquiring a solid base of knowledge in mathematics, physics, chemistry and

biology. In the last two years the emphasis is on the interdependence of environmental effects, on

legal parameters and social consequences. The program culminates in the Senior Seminar, a year-long

group study of a subject of environmental concern.

Under the guise of progress, cities are rapidly consuming the Bay Area's open space. "Development'

has been used as a justification for nearly all forms of urban growth. The Environmental Science

seminar has taken a more critical perspective on development. Development and conservation of open

space are not necessarily opposing goals. The two can work together to meet the needs of humankind

while minimizing environmental disruptions. With this in mind, the Senior Seminar is combining

development and open space issues in the following report.
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Figure 1. Regional Setting of Hoffman Marsh and Buchanan Street Marsh

Base Map: URS, 1973.
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