from all over the worl' ‘A_mlcrocosm of thﬂ_"
world’s Women, thelr collectzve ploblems,_
achlevements, and energy, the tent was chrlstened: '

Planeta Femea (

the_ female planet) by Brazﬁlan

Women $ Coahtl s It had orgamzed the wome Vs
' pomon of the Global Forum - the "\IGO (non—

Planeta Femea a femarkable event by one of
the most diverse groups of Women yet assemblecl B

on a global scaie, put f0rward the- pohtlcal.

dlmenszons needed for a ne; partnersmp ethzci' it

{}f earthcare The need for a hew ethic had been




TERRA

) :_buildmo out of the expenences oi women n tmﬁd '

Werld countries for over a decade througjh tl"'
"fecognmon that women and natu > toget

"'the brunt’ of maicogncewe _ :
programs. Women all over ahe glob
North and South beean aO 1n515t that women s

PE M

contrmations to egucuiture in the Thtrd World

'ids gamed recogmtion as part of z

, nzted Na 1ons Deeade for Women o
uded with a. 1985 conference in

wt.

issues and e.nvxronmental 155ue5be addressed in -

the same context. Ailowed toath > d dweiop‘“n :

conferences, butnot'___voi" dins gohcy formatlenfj

and: plannlng, Women'saw vital questlons“

affecting _f‘jhexr_hvenhoods, resources,end security -,
ignozedf'and neglected. Realizing that women's
concerns weuld not be a part of the preparation

for the Harth Snmmlt uniess they themselves
bE'LZEd the 1n1t1at1ve, Lhey dréw on thelr'_

expenences hlstory, and pohtlcal skills to plade
theiy 1ssues

n'the agenda. But while’ they

sticceede
inciusion: in the!process: and many of their
demands appear in the resnltmg documents,

concrete resu}ts remaln as yetelusive and difﬁ' il

t evaiuate Hoped for outeomes have yet i
realized. m

Planeta Fémea was the culmmatron of more,'
than a decade of advancement ori the roles of:

WOmMEn in‘environtent arid development While

women had barely been acknowledved g comprommmg the abzhty of future generatmns to

development programs in the 19608, their

m 'manv of “thieir: asplratlons for

"elp to eiammate poverty ﬁ;s
£ agenczee began to 1ncorporate
gender analyb'is into their programs in the late -
19805, w. _men s concerns were added onto
mainstream agency approaches in a shift to
Gender and Development (GAD). An explicit
env1ronn‘ental str

nd in’ aevelopment Wormen,
“ d_ Development (WED)Q
gradualiy exnerg_‘ ] 'from the Umted “Jatzons '
Conference' n:;_he. Human Env;ronment m’

nnwronme _

1 d:"Wlthm the subsequent
United Naﬁons Enmronmentai Proeraz‘n (UNEP) .
After the compietlon of the 1987 Umted Nations”
S Our Campton Future

“chaired” by
v "ane MinlStF‘i‘ Gro Harlem
lane and in preparatlon for the 1992 Earth
Summl i Rio de ]aneiro the ernpha51s changed :
to sustamabie development, or "development
that 1neetb the needs’ of the' present Wlthout'ﬁ"' o

meet their needs

'PARTNERSHIP ETHICS EARTHCARE FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM
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of

en

I coxderoooto - present . the policy

_ recommuadaﬁons of woriren at the Earth Sumt
‘two back-to-back conferences were htia in Mlam
,biorida in Novembcr 1991 The: ﬁrst the Globai

Assembly of Women and the Envwonmeﬁt -
Partners:in. L fe;. presen‘ted env lmnmertai case
stucizes of the Ways in which women: ‘c‘lmughaut

the world wereumanaging and: conserving
aeurces to achuave sustamablhty The second,

Lhe World Women . Congress. for He&lthy
Planet, attended by 1500 women from. 83
countries, presented case studies of the impaéts

st development p?c}jects onwomen-and the
| onument to aninternational tribunal of female
judges: Through an eutstanding: exercise, in
cooperation and:consensus, the ‘conference
ferﬁmﬂa-ted thé'. Women’s. Action Agenda 21.{an
agenda for the %wentyﬁrsf: cen’mry, tobebrouight
to the Farth Summit.,,

The Planeta, Pemea conference orgamzeci in
cooperahon with the Women's Environmentand

Deveiapment Orvamzaﬁon (WFDO) in New Yerk
City; co-chaired by, former C{}ngresswaman Beﬂa:

Axbzucr was. attended by representahve% fmm
women_ s and environment organizations from all

over-the world; as well as a constant s&eam=-q_f :
well-known female heads.of state.and’ local.
. governments. After examining and debating the

Towards. -

themes of the Miami Women's Action Agénda 21,
the women's: tént: ad@pt:—:d the“Global Women's
_Treaty fcu N(;Os Seeking aJust and: Healthv
Planet;? thch was mﬂmporated into ¢ he;@loba_l
Forum’s fm@l \fGO freatys s e

At the Summxt keid
bimuitaneoubiy m Rio Centr@ the. second
document to tmerge fre“n the prepara%ery pmcess
was also'adopted. “The Giobal Action for'Wanflen
Qustamabie aed Equable
Development; was_mc}usi@d.a__s Qhap_’ter 246f the
UNCED's final: documendt; Agenda 21" (the 500
page agenda for the twertty-first century ratified
at the Barth Summit): Moreoves; women’s
interé's{s‘e were part 6f--thé-Rfa_ Declaration, the
.Ea_iftlf{_ quﬁmi’t:’.g,: 2_7’:.p:o_in_is‘:ptoc}émétioﬂ replacifig

offzclal Farth

‘the. "iﬁte’n’de‘d- Earth Charter that'was to have

enunmated far—reachmg ethical prineiples on.
human human cand: human—enmronment
relahoné Ttem. A(} of: the' Rio’ Dedaratxon stated
that "women have a-vital role in enwronmental
managemenf and: developmu{ Thezr full

'particlpatzon is therefore: ebsential-_.-tc} achisve
"su;s’tamable deveiopment TR

- A prominent plank in the anml Women's
Actugn Agenda;.to w_hu:h a §e_sswn ‘was devoted
at.. P laneta. F éméa_;?}lwa's*i'_ ‘the. - C’O'dé'-f' “of

Environmental Ethics and Accountability.” The
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code. a%‘:értéd that. “the wormen’s g'}b?b'sil
environmenial model is Caoperatwe rather than
Lompeﬁﬁve Value& women’s roles; work, anid
participation, amd acknowiedges the 1eﬂﬂnaxb1hty
_that accompames power and-is.owed to fiture
weﬂeratlons. : Diawmg o the Work of wornen
economi sts such as Marﬁyn Warmg slf Wonien
Connted, '_":"'ther of “specific
recommeﬂdations for economic and sthical
accouniabihty such as. mdudmg the full value of

women's. Iabo

- L’f maae

he va}ue of enmronmentai

'”esources and pollutlon, and-the ntrinsie value
of bmdz_v rsﬁy in national accmuntmg syqtems
and m%ﬂrnatmna}; i:rade : ATy

The women é ”Code of Ehvi‘fdnmeh’&al Eihics
'of What I have caﬂed a partnersh1p sthie of
ea1thcare, the second is the autonomy of natie
1tse1f Partnerbhip ethics differs from the thrée
major. fcarm_‘ of en¥vironmental ethlc.‘: that
'currently dommate “human-environment

relanon&egocentnc Ihdmocentmc atd: ecocentnc
These three forms of env1ronmenta1 ethlcs can be
exemphﬁed by three major m..terests represented
at _.the-','Eé_rt-h'Sutﬁt_rﬁt’ - GATT, the Gen‘erél
Agreement on, Tariffs and Trade; UNCED, the

United Nations Comission on Environment and-=~

Development; - and many environmental

Csfgrariiz'aﬁéﬁs'a’cteﬁding the Global Forurm. I'shall

m:st ﬂmsirate the asgumpiaons of egocentnc

U Theld uguay round of GATT, whlch Degan in
1986:and by 1995 wis conclided and hadbeen
raﬁﬁéd 'assumes a-fre¢ market model‘of world
Erade _ndfan egacenmc ethic: Based on the idea'of
trzckle_‘wdown stondmic benefits, and’ egoceifric
“ethicis the zdea thatwwhatis good for the individual,

ot the corpora tion actmg as af individual, is g@od

for socxeiy asa Whole Nature comiprises resHurces

that- (_an be fumed into cormmadities for trade: It
consm‘.ts of free: goods from ant inexhaustible tap
€ wastes go'into’ an’ mexhaustfble sifik.
_5_+he model- of'a factory Hature'fs

_cc}nce 'tuahzed as a dedd machme isolated fmm

its’ envzrdnmen‘s whosé parts are mampulated for
assemblyfhne productlon Resource depietmn (the
S} ar 1r0nmenta£ poﬂutmn {Lhe smk) are not

part of the profit-loss accounte hence there | 18 1‘10

acc'_un’cabmty to-or for nature; Because of the:

"mdlwdual or individual corpordtion, i3 free to

proﬁt there are né ethical restraints on namre 5

§7

oo :goods oF on. free trade; The result'; is: the

Hobbes1an Good Society and the egocentric ei}_uc;.é

PARTNERSHIP ETHICS FARTHCARE FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM
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o -_UNCED £} qusfaa_ able d : ve}opment ethzc adfis {he.,-f:"__

S -.prmaple of- the 10noesi‘ time.- Sustamable_: havg ‘A ught 10 exmt and 5h0u1d be preserved r@r-‘_
dEVEl(}pment that futhS the needs of thﬁ’ presmt- 'future generahons BlOdIVt};‘blty is necessary not._: ..

-._' lmuntammg the present }anc_i;futu_;e.he_a._lt' o ¢ Ihe—;i_
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":__.populatmns to obt ,ri

w]ate to c1t1e1~, where they
homele‘;s In thls txample, the soc1a1—mtertstethlc i
' of the%e comrnumties to fulfﬂ} the1r bas:




. _-mebs mad'u _ by male—dommam “gele

_ technology and capltahsm”.. o




: 'and fatahajtica]ly accepted the hand' ‘hat nature'i-‘“
' dealh Smce the seve,nteenth century, the baiance-—” i
- of power has qlnfted and huma




| Tffoal of estabhshmg a néw and equit wbk' globai -

'partnershlp throu&,h the creatlon of new levels of

audltf; Emd,_-_




_emph%wes nature as contmuous change and St
' f_process Chao‘s tht_ory gae a; s’cep fmther
' suggestmg ’rhat the humart ab

. outcome of. th@sep;;oqe_gs_es i




i control it

and ot

'to re‘;pect nmure 5 aui’onomy asan actor by albof
'- ]umhf\g bmldmo emd 1eavm g opﬁn C.paue It we




o navigatienand po




. :':_ Women senwrorimental Crroup_ ‘ many ot‘ter?-. 'j espora
- T\IGO‘s have sﬁb.stztuted the terml_ suqtamable

_:'.] Vehhood Sustamable 11ve]1hood 15 a. people-:

_ onented approach thatemphasu:es the fulfl}lment

) " of baslc neéds heaith employment and old-"tge:‘-r:

ew ould : eé;_'ﬁ%drj P Leclude the pogﬁﬁé_ib.ili ty
_ Of a partnershlp w1th nonhuman nature Women":_'




appreach of the South i is ngt. mcanmslent With'

'partnersmp ethmq however and a reconcﬂ at tmn
- of North-South dtfferences mxgh% be achieved‘.. :
. from other pempectl e ' i

me the perspecnve of ofi}Clalle ecofennm m, e
i ‘“01 example the’ key causes of. the crisis

.am he ISt
‘twm 1mpacts of pri}ductxon on ecolog gy, and of"

pmduc:a:,)n and 1eproduct10n Pmductmn-_ :
oriefted toward proﬁi maxmuzation sanchoned‘--' ¢
= by the Lgocen%ric ethic, undercuts the condihgﬂs
: For its. own erDetuat}on by deatroymg the
: ._éli\ii, ;

"-nment from which it ex’cra'_.ts “free”

ur" egy ?voductmn ’chleatens bl(}loglcal

k '_':..repr(}ductxon by dr1vmg people Onto margma;
=4 nd mto u ba "areas wherL they produce

locd/ subs;stence QCDHGI‘I’LIES- An analyms of the'

_ Toleof Loiomai and capitallqt f(}rms of productzon n

in. the larger sybtem of' hmtorlcally wenerated ir\tegrate these approa- ]
power relations can 1111.1mmate common problems _ anaivms and propose btrategies for rcvolutlona ry

_'and quwgest new btfﬂt@bies tor change

Thus to place the blame fcsr the enwronm&ntal 'pabt and present power relations, 1dent1fy the

SNt '; icomprehenswe.

: ,ransformatlon Suc_: Strategleb would nnalyze _
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weak points in the system, and draw on the
energy and vision of new social/ecology
movements and NGOs to bring about a
sustainable world.

If the goals ot economic production were
reoriented toward the reproduction of human and
nonhuman life (rather than the reverse as is
presently the case), many of the problems that
promote exponential population growth,
unlimited  economic = expansion, and
environmentat degradation would wither away.
Such an ecological revolution could realize the
goals of the Global Forum’s Planeta Fémea by
implementing a partnership ethic of earthcare and
a movement foward a sustainable world for the
new millennium. Perhaps “the gaping void,
chaos,” Gala, “the ancient earth-mother,” and
their offspring, “the world and the human race”

could once again be reunited. |

CAROLYN MERCHANT
Professor at the Conservation and Resource
Studies, University of California, Berkeley, USA.
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