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Bay Area figure skater to Sochi (/sports/ci_24896442/figure-skating-san-joses-polina-edmunds-earns-olympic?source=inthenews)
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Arborist answers call
of boosters to save oak
Contra Costa Times

POSTED:   12/26/2013 05:13:19 PM PST |  UPDATED:   17 DAYS AGO

GLEN ELLEN -- A centuries-old oak tree that provided shade and inspiration to writer and

adventurer Jack London when he lived in Sonoma County will be allowed to stand for a little

longer after lab tests showed it is healthier than California park officials originally thought.

The decaying oak was scheduled to be taken down as a safety precaution last month because it is

infected with a fungal disease. Officials at Jack London State Historic Park in Glen Ellen worried

that a branch could fall off and injure a visitor or damage the cottage where London lived and

wrote from 1905 until his death in 1916.

The end was so close that park rangers hosted several events this year to honor the tree, including a

Native American blessing ceremony, a dramatic storytelling and having children harvest its acorns

for replanting elsewhere.

But park boosters sought a reprieve, turning to a UC Berkeley expert in forest pathology who

concluded that "Jack's Oak" had another two to 10 years before it would have to be removed as

long as it was regularly monitored. Three arborists had determined earlier that the tree was beyond

saving.

"We couldn't be more thrilled," said Jack London Park Partners executive director Tjiska Van Wyk,

whose group manages the 39-acre park that includes the cottage as well as the ruins of a house

that was destroyed by fire in 1913. "In the season of joy, we consider this a great gift."

To protect the public and the cottage, the park has instituted new parking restrictions near the tree

and plans to inspect and prune it regularly.

"We're not out of the woods. We're in a gray area where the risk needs to be assessed," said Matteo

Garbelotto, the Berkeley adjunct associate professor who conducted the most recent tests.

The 50-foot-tall, 350- to 400-year-old tree sits on what's known as Jack London's Beauty Ranch,

the property "The Call of the Wild" author bought in 1905 to be close to nature. London could see

the oak from the window by his desk in the cottage and drew inspiration from it that surfaced in his

later work, California State Parks senior state archaeologist E. Breck Parkman said.

"I think everyone is going to be pleased that this tree has a little more time," Parkman said.
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Happening Around the Bay Area

By Bonnie Eslinger

Daily News Staff Writer

(http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking…

Disease outbreak in Redwood Shores

pond kills 185 ducks in one week

Citing a serious threat to wildlife, a wastewater

treatment agency is draining a Redwood Shores

pond popular with bird watchers where an out...

Claycord.com
Crowdynews

Communities

BREAKING NEWS: Golden Globes 2014: Follow the show live

(/entertainment/ci_24884284/golden-globes-2014-follow-show-lived?source=globeredbar)

×

49ers' Vernon Davis makes most of only catch against Panthers

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897352/49ers-vernon-davis-makes-most-only-catch-against?

source=jBarTicker)

Golden Globes 2014: Fey and Poehler -- their best zingers

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24898073/golden-globes-2014-fey-and-poehler-their-best?

source=jBarTicker)

Kaw akami: Survivor mentality w ill serve 49ers w ell in Seattle

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897473/kaw akami-survivor-mentality-w ill-serve-49ers-w ell-seattle?

source=jBarTicker)

Golden Globes 2014: Fey and Poehler keep the laughs coming

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897876/golden-globes-2014-fey-and-poehler-keep-laughs?

source=jBarTicker)

Stanford men hold off slumping Oregon (http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897435/stanford-men-hold-

off-slumping-oregon?source=jBarTicker)
Bay Area teen's Sochi march began w ith hard w ork (http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24896894/bay-

area-teens-sochi-march-began-hard-w ork?source=jBarTicker)
AFC divisional playoffs: Broncos beat Chargers, w ill meet Patriots for AFC championship

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897680/afc-divisional-playoffs-broncos-beat-chargers-w ill-meet?

source=jBarTicker)

Mystery deepens about identity of San Jose arsonist

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897640/mystery-deepens-about-identify-san-jose-arsonist-

believed?source=jBarTicker)

49ers' Anquan Boldin makes presence felt (http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897724/49ers-anquan-

boldin-makes-presence-felt?source=jBarTicker)
Thompson: Superior defense gives 49ers the last w ord

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897681/thompson-superior-defense-gives-49ers-last-w ord?

source=jBarTicker)

Knee injury may cost 49ers fullback Tukuafu against Seahaw ks

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897500/knee-injury-may-cost-49ers-fullback-tukuafu-against?

source=jBarTicker)

49ers out-braw l Panthers 23-10, set up Seattle rematch

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24896879/49ers-out-braw l-panthers-23-10-set-up?source=jBarTicker)
Purdy: San Francisco 49ers' Colin Kaepernick prevails in the battle of young, mobile quarterbacks

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897471/purdy-san-francisco-49ers-colin-kaepernick-prevails-battle?

source=jBarTicker)

49ers' Frank Gore w as Vernon Davis' secret footw ork coach

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897401/49ers-frank-gore-w as-vernon-davis-secret-footw ork?

source=jBarTicker)

Berkeley: Man on BART tracks causes service delay

(http://w w w .contracostatimes.com/new s/ci_24897356/berkeley-man-bart-tracks-causes-service-delay?

source=jBarTicker)
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One killed in Walnut Creek house fire
(http://www.contracostatimes.com/walnut-
creek/ci_24890686/walnut-creek-home-severely-burned-
from-friday-night?source=most_viewed)

Daniel Borenstein: Tweets are fine, but they're no substitute
for (http://www.contracostatimes.com/daniel-
borenstein/ci_24880172/daniel-borenstein-tweets-are-fine-
but-theyre-no?source=most_viewed)

John Muir Health opens new $40 million 'one-stop-shop'
outpatient
(http://www.contracostatimes.com/emailed/ci_24879311/john-
muir-health-opens-new-40-million-one?source=most_viewed)

Have a breaking news tip?

(mailto:crime@mercurynews.com?

subject=NewsTip)

Breaking news alerts

(https://secure.www.contracostatimes.com/registration/)

Download our free mobile apps

(http://www.contracostatimes.com/mobile)

Have a correction?

(mailto:corrections@mercurynews.com?

subject=Correction%20on%20http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_24798942/arborist-

answers-call-boosters-save-oak)

Advertorial

Berkeley Residents Disturbed

[Jan 2014] New controversial website
exposes Berkeley’s Arrest Records for
anyone with a computer to view. Read More »
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San Jose's Polina Edmunds second at U.S.
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Carpet One Livermore

(http://mylocal.contracostatimes.com/livermore-

CA/house-and-home/home-

furnishings/Carpet-One-Livermore-925-455-

9210)

Day One Solar Inc.

Suspect jumps from bridge
following police pursui…
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