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The Buzz about Pollinators from Farms to Wildlands
Garden hosts Pritzlaff Conservation Award and Symposium
Santa Barbara, C, September 2014
The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden is pleased to announce the winner of the 2014 Honorable John C. Pritzlaff
Conservation Award, Dr. Claire Kremen, from the Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and
Management at U.C. Berkeley. Dr. Kremen is recognized world-wide for her conservation research involving
pollinators in the agricultural landscape. Her award will be presented Thursday, October 2nd at the Pritzlaff
Dinner and Award Ceremony. Dr. Kremen will be joined by leading professionals in the fields of ecology,
entomology, and education for the Hon. John C. Pritzlaff Conservation Symposium to be held Friday, October
3, from 10-4pm. The public is invited to attend both events.
“As a leader in research and conservation of native plants, the Garden presents the Prizlaff Award to recognize
global trailblazers in the field,” said Dr. Steve Windhager, Executive Director at the Santa Barbara Botanic
Garden. “The symposium connects the public to leading researchers who might otherwise only be accessible in
an academic or professional setting.” The Santa Barbara Botanic Garden is an active research facility that has
been working to understand and preserve California’s unique biodiversity for nearly a century, and serves as a
resource for scientists all over the world.
This year’s symposium, Native Plants Supporting Pollinators: Solutions from Farms to Wildlands, will
include discussions of how plants and pollinators depend on each other, the decline of pollinators such as bees,
and how everyday citizens are making a difference.
“The public is very interested in honeybees and the effect their decline has on food production,” says Dr. Denise
Knapp, Director of Conservation and Research at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, “The symposium speakers
expand on that concern to address the role of native insects as pollinators, which benefit from the native plants
that they have evolved with. We are discovering that native habitat buffers are integrally connected to a
sustainable food supply.”
The keynote speaker and award winner, Dr. Kremen, is a conservation biologist who seeks “mechanisms for
slowing or preventing the loss of biodiversity…one of the greatest environmental challenges facing
humanity in the 21st century.” She has tackled this issue both by protecting biodiverse areas globally in
preserves, and by identifying and conserving the species most beneficial to humans, particularly in California’s
agricultural areas. Dr. Kremen received a B.S. from Stanford, a Ph.D from Duke, and was an assistant
professor at Princeton before coming to Berkeley. She has produced over 123 articles, and her work has been
cited at least 10,694 times.
This year’s expert speakers and their topic areas are:








Claire Kremen, Restoring pollinator communities in California’s agricultural landscapes
Robbin Thorp, The plight of our bumblebees
Denise Knapp, Pollinators need natives: how alien invasions have changed the game
Gretchen LeBuhn, Using Citizen Science to understand patterns of pollination service across the
United States
Frédérique Lavoipierre, Monarch butterflies, milkweed, and… eucalyptus? Effects of habitat resources
on an iconic butterfly
Cause Hanna, Using plant-pollinator networks to manage invasive species and restore degraded
ecosystems

The Symposium will conclude with a panel discussion and audience participation addressing strategies for
supporting the role of native pollinators and their habitat.
Honorable John C. Pritzlaff Conservation Awards Dinner
Thursday, October 2, 6:00 – 8:00pm
Montecito Country Club, 920 Summit Road, Montecito, CA
$85.00
Honorable John C. Pritzlaff Conservation Symposium
Friday October 3, 10:00 to 4:00 pm
Santa Barbara Zoo’s Discovery Pavilion.
$70/$25 students. (includes Zoo admission and lunch)
Special Symposium rates have been reserved at Hotel Indigo. For ticket
information and details, please visit www.sbbg.org/classes-events/ or call 805-6824726 ext. 102.
Dr. Claire Kremen

For ticket information, visit www.sbbg.org or call (805) 682-4726, ext. 102.
The Honorable John C. Pritzlaff Conservation Award, established in 2007, honors this former Garden Trustee’s lifelong
commitment to conservation. The award serves to inspire others to understand the importance of conservation, take action,
and help the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden reach its plant conservation leadership goals.

For further information, to arrange interviews with panelists, or to request high-resolution images or broadcast
quality B-roll please contact Rebecca Mordini, Communications Manager, at 805-682-4726 ext. 132.
Admission for working media during the events are available upon request. The Symposium is funded in part
by Union Bank.
####
About the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden: The Garden is a 78-acre educational and scientific institution
fostering the conservation of California’s native plants and serves as a role model for sustainable practice in
Santa Barbara, California. The Garden was founded in 1926 and is among of the nation’s oldest botanic
gardens focused exclusively on native plants.

