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It's noticeable enough to send a shiver of fear down your spine: the bone-dry EastIt's noticeable enough to send a shiver of fear down your spine: the bone-dry East

Bay hills dotted with hundreds, perhaps thousands, of dead trees.Bay hills dotted with hundreds, perhaps thousands, of dead trees.

At �rst, the hills look rather autumnal, with shades of parched yellow and orangeAt �rst, the hills look rather autumnal, with shades of parched yellow and orange

normally seen in October. But those trees aren't just losing leaves; they're dead,normally seen in October. But those trees aren't just losing leaves; they're dead,

root and stem. root and stem. 

ADVERTISEMENTADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this adArticle continues below this ad

Katie DowdKatie Dowd, , SFGATESFGATE

Updated: June 21, 2021 10:01 a.m.Updated: June 21, 2021 10:01 a.m.

Patricia Chang/Special to SFGATEPatricia Chang/Special to SFGATE

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssHZeT5hPdijlwdGXxJ7BbrJKuaUceaimXyj5wYjvNLjWjyNNcfmymRRN4r0WWg5rhGcfULdozSG8og53ittI_xdpbEbhBAE_hRbZDVD9fyZ_vyRkoTqBZV-M7sxi1NB7r7jGt6bKECfzMgiLX4E4D8KIgiRBX_oo3uyN5BxX2GU8CSwnlafBmeBybaXoms8veztPiEY8AHfiDc-7i476VDqKLKEl1Jh4f22OteFiN8XRXQlkLWQAGrudYYHncMIiMznygU78rvwePHXWLLlKoGVY5a0hYLzEUQ6J6KDcXZMxaUo-bsOxNpSBtEtiLrCKYiF_ZmjpnCGxrGsC_5AKIzWTb4q5mIonkgUsE6zmbDAwnXCfocLLWX9Gus1zCEGabCJTM80OaFpMkwIfl580mIBKCa8j4UkAu44g0m3J372h7V61HxrUe-tvdn4c7NmK1LOlULYxY3mWExZf5gll32l8w03UtKHYLU6dzSlpgOJz1qKoGGNNT99q-Utor8VaUQlTRIZpyVwSbadx857oGupYO3Ng5HEvj2c3WRkVodhkmNlM7oMZcYTZaHoJECg3TO2O3MecfdTQJpCmxb56KJv_lJgpzhnM6htAMQHZGh5_99MgvV4AZNm04zLJS1Vsphlip3dEqQog8zbJwY828eOTa73eM2UAUl3iC0agyicptjVEP9ozWgnDfo4R6-izunML81Co8oUT9tZ3eihmqegNWGHyHoDFwQ1RT4LeBoB2yejf19AeXp5OnRN53TlvgYNf36h53a4tjferzSX3s1NLuU2r_Jo1PWzXmQHufN3IRsHAq60cpsbTnKIBU9DW-rSTsHIkFSdMEI04E7F8gJqHqGgyLx9PreS_Oufo2ire1AvUMjZgUvCZYttJZJB0fnXAXELKZXDCFCpdEdUAJum0xyXswIekfJ5Gg1AOaYw36fOfdrTRfC7-TbRZkmpaqjijBodRYWsNKREho0J7-UGzj7aQSNDbDtCo0fBRNbuMD3JtB_zTsZFOACK-ZspsM2YZ5rQTY7wdTFIbI06-bn7SP3mWwJEW8zu-6QaREvHWuP9cIl8dg_2S8utW76MS0QCcha471T6jMZ55xL6wEwELVX_ffTXhnvbW9SlTi6nnZb8Kw-&sai=AMfl-YRUqso9wkOrlTKH8sSbhsWLU75pYIyHqH77ODJSETcOex1gvK7q9WPRZkQz8wTt7YfdLOOYRv4uWSls8OHJvax4TM_JWkruTK0cLkpgnXdC5bqbZEC_IwTSiewg-ppmj0Jsy8kzKQ9txXbPOyDSluP-PSonI3Gj4rR8ECXm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPxKkJlT-qwW&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.clubfugazisf.com/dear-san-francisco%3Futm_medium%3Dads%26utm_source%3Dweb%26utm_campaign%3Dticketsonsale%26utm_content%3Dmogo
https://www.sfgate.com/author/katie-dowd/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=1609422252616351&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Flocal%2Farticle%2Fbay-area-drought-dead-trees-oaks-acacia-eucalyptus-16256034.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dfacebook.com%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&name=Shocking%20scene%20as%20a%20major%20tree%20die-off%20hits%20East%20Bay%20parks&description=The%20park%20district%20says%20they%26%23039%3Bve%20seen%20at%20least%201%2C000%20acres%20of%20tree%20die-off.&picture=https%3A%2F%2Fs.hdnux.com%2Fphotos%2F01%2F20%2F52%2F31%2F21145177%2F3%2FrawImage.jpg&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Flocal%2Farticle%2Fbay-area-drought-dead-trees-oaks-acacia-eucalyptus-16256034.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3DUTMSOURCE%26utm_medium%3DUTMMEDIUM
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Flocal%2Farticle%2Fbay-area-drought-dead-trees-oaks-acacia-eucalyptus-16256034.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dt.co%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&text=Shocking%20scene%20as%20a%20major%20tree%20die-off%20hits%20East%20Bay%20parks&via=SFGate
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20SFGATE%20link%20with%20you%3A%20&body=Shocking%20scene%20as%20a%20major%20tree%20die-off%20hits%20East%20Bay%20parks%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Flocal%2Farticle%2Fbay-area-drought-dead-trees-oaks-acacia-eucalyptus-16256034.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dshare-by-email%26utm_medium%3Demail%0A%0AThe%20park%20district%20says%20they%26%23039%3Bve%20seen%20at%20least%201%2C000%20acres%20of%20tree%20die-off.%0A%0AThis%20message%20was%20sent%20via%20SFGATE


The East Bay Regional Park District said they began noticing "sudden treeThe East Bay Regional Park District said they began noticing "sudden tree

mortality" in October 2020. Unlike years prior when certain species, like Californiamortality" in October 2020. Unlike years prior when certain species, like California

oaks, were under siege, this year the die-off is affecting all kinds of trees.oaks, were under siege, this year the die-off is affecting all kinds of trees.

Eucalyptus, acacia, bay, pine and more are dying at alarming rates and �lling theEucalyptus, acacia, bay, pine and more are dying at alarming rates and �lling the

hills with dry tinder. In April, the park district said they've seen at least 1,000 acreshills with dry tinder. In April, the park district said they've seen at least 1,000 acres

of tree die-off, primarily in Redwood Regional Park, Tilden Park and Anthonyof tree die-off, primarily in Redwood Regional Park, Tilden Park and Anthony

Chabot Regional Park.Chabot Regional Park.
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A dead tree in the middle of the Wurster Hall courtyard on the UC Berkeley campus in May 2021.A dead tree in the middle of the Wurster Hall courtyard on the UC Berkeley campus in May 2021.
Patricia Chang/Special to SFGATEPatricia Chang/Special to SFGATE



"Many of the areas impacted are in old eucalyptus groves, which have a very high"Many of the areas impacted are in old eucalyptus groves, which have a very high

Drone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire seasonDrone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire season
going into the summer 2021.going into the summer 2021.
Patricia Chang/Special to SFGATEPatricia Chang/Special to SFGATE



tree density," the tree density," the district said in a statementdistrict said in a statement. "The cause of tree mortality and. "The cause of tree mortality and

dieback is not fully known but most likely has a direct correlation to droughtdieback is not fully known but most likely has a direct correlation to drought

caused by climate change. We are also working in partnership with the Unitedcaused by climate change. We are also working in partnership with the United

States Forest Service (USFS), UC Berkeley, and CAL FIRE to determine the cause."States Forest Service (USFS), UC Berkeley, and CAL FIRE to determine the cause."

Drought and parasites may be intersecting to exacerbate the crisis. Drought and parasites may be intersecting to exacerbate the crisis. A recent studyA recent study

by UC Berkeley Department of Environmental Science, Policy and Managementby UC Berkeley Department of Environmental Science, Policy and Management

adjunct professor Matteo Garbelotto attempted to determine what is causing theadjunct professor Matteo Garbelotto attempted to determine what is causing the

"highly unusual" spate of deaths among acacia trees. Garbelotto found the presence"highly unusual" spate of deaths among acacia trees. Garbelotto found the presence

of two fungi, of two fungi, Diaporthe foeniculinaDiaporthe foeniculina and  and Dothiorella viticolaDothiorella viticola, at all the Bay Area sites, at all the Bay Area sites

he studied. he studied. 

"They both start as endophytes, living inside trees without any obvious effect on"They both start as endophytes, living inside trees without any obvious effect on

tree health," the study found, "then often become pathogens — some relativelytree health," the study found, "then often become pathogens — some relatively

aggressive — in conjunction with the onset of predisposing stress factors (drought,aggressive — in conjunction with the onset of predisposing stress factors (drought,

heat stress, fewer foggy days, competition due to high stand density) and thenheat stress, fewer foggy days, competition due to high stand density) and then

survive as saprobes on the wood of the dead trees."survive as saprobes on the wood of the dead trees."
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The problem is so bad there are huge swaths of the hills with no surviving acacias,The problem is so bad there are huge swaths of the hills with no surviving acacias,

as seen here in Oakland's Leona Heights Park.as seen here in Oakland's Leona Heights Park.

Dead acacia trees cover Leona Heights Park in Oakland in October 2020.Dead acacia trees cover Leona Heights Park in Oakland in October 2020.
U.S. Forest Service/HandoutU.S. Forest Service/Handout
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Dry, dead trees burn hotter and faster than living vegetation, creating the potentialDry, dead trees burn hotter and faster than living vegetation, creating the potential

for more damaging wild�res in an area peppered with residences.  For now, all thatfor more damaging wild�res in an area peppered with residences.  For now, all that

can be done is clean-up, and the park rangers are attempting to clear as many deadcan be done is clean-up, and the park rangers are attempting to clear as many dead

trees as they can.trees as they can.
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A dead tree in the middle of the Wurster Hall courtyard on the UC Berkeley campus in May 2021.A dead tree in the middle of the Wurster Hall courtyard on the UC Berkeley campus in May 2021.
Patricia Chang/Special to SFGATEPatricia Chang/Special to SFGATE



Drone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire seasonDrone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire season
going into the summer 2021.going into the summer 2021.
Patricia Chang/Special to SFGATEPatricia Chang/Special to SFGATE
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More California Drought NewsMore California Drought News

— — One of California's rarest trees may be another victim of extreme droughtOne of California's rarest trees may be another victim of extreme drought

— — Boats removed as water levels plummet at major Calif. reservoirBoats removed as water levels plummet at major Calif. reservoir

— — 'It’s a climate catastrophe': A Northern California river is full of dead salmon'It’s a climate catastrophe': A Northern California river is full of dead salmon

Sign up for 'The Daily' newsletter for the Sign up for 'The Daily' newsletter for the latest on Bay Area news here.latest on Bay Area news here.

Drone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire seasonDrone photos from the East Bay hills behind Berkeley show dead trees, a major concern for wildfire season
going into the summer 2021.going into the summer 2021.
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Cherished California natural landmark destroyed by stormCherished California natural landmark destroyed by storm
Many on social media shared memories of the icon. Many on social media shared memories of the icon. 
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