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ESTABLISHMENT AND NAMING OF ENDORED CHAIR, COLLEGE OF NATURAL
"RESOURCES, BERKELEY CAMPUS (FOoOD AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE
ECONOMICS): : '

' H. That the esrablishment of an endowed chair in the
Department of Agricultural and Resource Econemics, College of
Natural Resources, Berkeley campus, be approved, and that the

Chair be named the George W. and Elsie M. Robinson Chzair in
»Food and Agricultural Resocurce Economics, contingent on recelpt
by the University of California, Berkeley Foundation, of an
endowment of at least §$250,000 for support of the Chair, and
contingent also on receipt of a binding commitment from the
Foundatrion that the Foundation will pay to The Regenrts the
income of the Chair endovment fund held by the Foundation.

(Action will be released to the public upon
fulfillment of the doneor's pledge.)
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TO MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY:

ITEM FOR ACTION

For Meeting of March 18, 1982

ESTABLISEMENT AND NAMING OF ENDOWED CHAIR, COLLEGE

OF NATURAL RESOURCES, BERKELEY CAMPUS

The Presideﬁt.recommgnds that the Committee on Bducgtional_?olicj recommend to

That the estsblishment of an endowed chair in the Department of

Agrimiltuml and Resource Economics, College of Natural Resourees, Berkeley campus,

be appfoved, and that the Chair be named the George W. and Elsie M. Robinson Chair

_]?oundatmn that the. Foundahon w111 pay to The Regents the income of the Chmr_

endowment fund held by 'the F::undatxon.

1 Food and Agric!ﬂtuml-Resource Economics, contingent on feceipt by the Univérsity
of Cahfomm, Berkeley E’oundatlon of an endowment of at least $250,000 for support

of the Chalr and eontingent also on recelpt of a binding commﬂ:ment from the

BACKGROUND

The pmpwed George W. and Elsie M. Robinson Chalr in Food and Agrieultural Resource

: Eeonomms, College. of Natural Resourres, Berkeley campus, would be funded by an

*Action will be released 1o the public on the working dey following the date of action.
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endnwmant_.of $300,000 pledged for thatxghlurpose to the University of Ca]ifofnia,
Berkéley Foundation by Elsie M. Robinsan. An initial pledge installment of $54,000
has been received by the Foundation, with the understanding that, contingent on Chair
epproval by The Regents, it would be placed in an endowment account for support of

fhe Chair. Subsequent hstaMEnts-Wt_:L}ld be placed in that acc_:ount as received from

‘Mrs. Robinson until the full endowment of $300,000 is reached. In the event of Mrs.

Eobinson's death before fu]fﬂlment of _'the pledge, her Will provides {for payment of

the balance by bequest. If for any reason an endowment suffieient to fund the Chair
is not reaeheé, income from the existing endowment would be transferred aceording
to policy to the College of Natural Resources for usefor purposes related to the

proposed 'pﬁrpose of the Chair.

Following discussions with repmsaqfatives of the Berkeley campus, Mrs. Robinson
determined that the gift -of most benefit to the Universit-y would be the endowment

of a chair in food and sgricultural resource economies, a field of special interest to

“ her late husbend, George W. Robinson. Wr. Robinscn received his B.A. degree in

economics from the Befkeley campus in 1933 and his J.D. degree from Boalt Hall in

1936. Following five years of law practice in .Mariposa end four years of service in__

the U.S. Air Force during World Wer II, he formed a partnership with his brother an&

- establishe&”'the Robinson Cattle Company near Merced. He was éctive in the ranching

business until his retirement. Mr, Robinson was an active sugporter of the Berkeley

campus both 2 » student and as an alunms, was a life member of the California - .

Alumni’ Association,i and contributed géﬁérpusly toc many cempus pi'ograms, especially- -

. in athleties. .

- His widow, Flsie Merrill Robinson, is 2 member of the Class of 1831, Berkeley campus,

having earned her B.A. degree in history. _She is & former high school teacher. Her

"contineing support of sueh public service organizations ss the Presbyterisn Church
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Poundation's agricultural mission, which trains and assists people in the produetion of _
food, attests to the interest in sgriculture and sgricultural research she shared with

?7 her husband.

The proposed George W. and Elsie M. Robinson Chair in Food and Agricultural Resource
Economics would focus on the problems of the future sgricultural resource base and
‘world food production and distribution, with special emphasis on the depletion .of
sgricultural land and the loss of topsoil. It is hoped that the Chair wouwld help further
the understanding of relationslrips between State, federal, aﬁd international resource,

food, and financial systems through analysis of key faetors in each of these syétems.

The annual income from the Chair endowment would be transferred by the University

. of Ca]ﬂ'oma, Berkeley Foundatnon io The Regents accordlng to policy, and would be

maé’e avaﬂable to the Chair holder in support of teaching and research, subject to the

D ) appropnate Umverszty pohcy. Salary support snd FTE would be provided by the
i L:Department of Agrlcultural and Resource Economies. In keeping with policy,

' estabhshment of this Chair hes been approved by the Berkeley Divislion of the Academic

Séﬁate.




