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¨  Environmental Science, Policy & Management 

 

¨  Agricultural & Resource Economics 

College of Natural Resources 

¨  Plant & Microbial Biology 

 

¨  Nutritional Sciences & Toxicology 



¨  Environmental science, at all scales 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 



¨  Interdisciplinary research 

¤  Integrate information from two or more disciplines 

¤ Understanding perspectives outside your field, makes 
you a better researcher with unique perspectives 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 

What is a Social Scientist? 
What is a BioScientist? 
How are they similar?  

How are they different? 



¨  Cutting edge technologies and resources at your fingertips 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 

CNR Biological 
Imaging Facility 

Oxford Tract 
Greenhouse 

Geospatial 
Innovation 

Facility 
(GIF) 



¨  Cutting edge technologies and resources at your fingertips 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 

CNR Biological 
Imaging Facility 

Oxford Tract 
Greenhouse 

Monday 
Lab Tours 

 
9:15am 
10:15am 



¨  Consistently top-ranked Environmental Science program 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 



¨  Consistently top-ranked Environmental Science program 

What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 

How do they decide on 
these rankings? 



Develop Research Skills 

What does it mean to do research as 
an undergraduate? 



How To Develop Research Skills 

 

¨  Research Opportunities 

¤  SPUR: Sponsored Projects for Undergraduate Research (CNR) 

¤  URAP: Undergraduate Research Apprentice Program (Berkeley) 

¤  Volunteer 



How To Develop Research Skills 

 

¨  Step 1: Find a lab 

¤  Based on what you would like to do 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  vcresearch.berkeley.edu/faculty-expertise 

¤  “agriculture” 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  SPUR Faculty Initiated Projects 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  SPUR Faculty Initiated Projects 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  SPUR Faculty Initiated Projects 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  SPUR Faculty Initiated Projects 

What are the top qualifications needed to 
participate in undergraduate research? 



How To Find a Research Lab 
 

¨  Look for faculty who study something of interest to you: 

¤  SPUR Faculty Initiated Projects 

What are the top qualifications needed to 
participate in undergraduate research? 

Independent Enthusiastic Dependable 



Scientific Literacy 

http://news.berkeley.edu/topics/press-release/ 



Scientific Literacy 

Rachel  
Morello-Frosch 

http://news.berkeley.edu/
topics/press-release/ 



Scientific Literacy http://news.berkeley.edu/
topics/press-release/ 

Carrie Levine 
Graduate Student 

John Battles 



How To Find a Research Lab 

 

¨  Step 1: Find a lab 

¤  Based on which professors you take classes with 



Interacting with Faculty 

Daniel K. Nomura Claire Kremen Justin Brashares 

How would you start a conversation with one 
of these professors? 

 
Where? 

What do you say? 



Interacting with Faculty 

 

¨  How do you approach faculty? 

¨  How do you talk with an expert? 

¨  My grades are fine, why would I talk with my professors? 

Daniel K. Nomura Claire Kremen Justin Brashares 



Interacting with Faculty Search online 

 

Justin Brashares 



Interacting with Faculty Search online 

 



Interacting with Faculty Search online 

 

Undergraduate Researchers 

 



Develop Research Skills 

 

¨  Step 2: Email faculty & graduate students 

¤  Faculty appreciate when students take the initiative 

What SHOULD YOU include in an email? 
What SHOULD YOU NOT include in an email? 



Develop Research Skills 

 

¨  Step 2: Email faculty & graduate students 

¤  Faculty appreciate when students take the initiative 

¤  Discuss your background, interests, and what is interesting about 
the particular lab – but get to the point quickly! 

¤  Generic letters will be ignored 



Develop Research Skills 

 

¨  Step 3: Be persistent 

¤  Even the best emails frequently receive no reply  

¤  Email a graduate student or postdoc in the lab 

¤  Email the faculty member again 

¤  Visit their office hours 



 

¨  Get involved with research early 

¨  Ask questions, show interest 

¨  Research can be very different between faculty members 

Develop Research Skills 



 

¨  What questions or methods are most interesting to you? 

¨  What careers are available?  

¤  Further degrees (MS, PhD, MD) 

¨  Letters of recommendation 

Career Exploration 



What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 
 

¨  Strong Mentorship 

¤  Professors (classroom/research) 

¤  Graduate Students 

n  Graduate Student Instructors (GSIs) 

n  Research Supervisors 

¨  Mentorship programs 

¤  Berkeley Connect (ESPM) 

¨  Freshmen Seminars 

¤  How To Be a CNR Scientist 



What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 
 

¨  Freshmen Seminars 

¤  How To Be a CNR Scientist, NatRes 24, 002 



What Makes a CNR Researcher Unique? 
 

¨  Networking 



Your First CNR Challenge 
 

¨  Talk with a CNR faculty member this week 

¤  Ask one question 

Daniel Nomura 

Michi Taga 

John Battles 

Lynn Huntsinger 

Alastair Isles 



Welcome to CNR 

Traci L. Grzymala, PhD 
mala@berkeley.edu 


