THE GREAT AWAKENING
TN NORTH CAROLINA
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INTRCDUCTION

in the middle of the eighteenth ecentury, a wave of
religious emoticnalism swept over the American colonies.
This colonial Awakening'was part of an international
guickening in religion which began in the late seventeenth
eentury. Among German Protestants, it found expression in
the Pietistic movement, which had its center at the university
of Halle under the leadership of Spener and Francke. Hmpha -
sizing a warm, emotional type of religion, Pietism made its
infiuence felt threughouﬁ the Lutheran and German Reformed
Churches, but more pérticularly in the small sects} Dunkers,
Meﬁnenites, Schwenkfelders, and Moravians. 'he same tendency
among Freneh Catholics produced the Quietist movement. In
Great Britain the Awakening book shape in the dynamic
iethodist revival, whose leader, John Wesley, had been con-
verted by a HMoravian. George Whitefield, who was the other

\5 = 7=
great evangelist of the Wesleyan movement and who et

e the most effeetive-:;ggégigéi of the colonial Awzkening,
was profoundly infiueneed by the writings of Francke and
other Pietists.l

Many of these Pletists came to Ameriea, where they
were especially subject to the religiocus excitemenﬁ

whieh soon occurred. The first appearance of the revival spirit




INTRODUCTION

In the middle of the eighteenth century, a wave of
religious emotionalism swept over the American colonies.
This colonial Awakening was paert of an international
quickéning in religion which began in the late seventeenth
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the Pietistic movement, which had its center at the university
of Hall under the leadershlip of Spener an&;Francke. Empha-
sizing a warm, emotional type of religion, Pletism made its
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Churches, but more pérticularly in the small sects} Dunkers,
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was profoundly influenced by the writings of Francke and
other Pietists.l
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were especially subject to the religicus excitemenf

which scon occurred. The first appearance of the revival spirit




in the colonies came in the years following 1720 under
the presching of Theodoré Frelinghuysen, a German Ple-
tist who was serving the Dutoh Reformed churches 1in bhe
Rafitan Vailey of Few Jérsey. His‘revival spréad,to the
Presbybterians in tha area;‘membefs of the New Brunswlek
Presbybtery, who were t o split the Presbyterians by thelr
vigorous championing of the AWEkening and to extegnd its
infiuence throughout the Middle Colonies. At the same
time, the preaching of Jonathan Edwards had caused a
‘reviva% to gpring up Iin wesatern Massachusetts. Fhen
Whitefield arrived in imerics in 1739, a wave of religious
gxcitement flamed up everywherse he went, and the various
streams mergod into a general movement producmng a. %é;ggms
of revivals, which wers to be felt 1n svery coleny, and
which would, inzplaces,.continue until the Revolution.2
The influence of the Awakaniﬁg_yeached North Caroclina
comparatively late. The province had begun to ke colo- |
nized in the last helf of the sevenbéenth century, largely
by Virginians, but not untll after the first decade of |
the eighteenth century, had gsahhlement begun t o spread
very faf beyond 1lts axtreme northsastern corner, the
area sround Albemarle Sounﬁ.s' In the early yaars)Qﬁaker§
hagizéry numerous, and had had the religious field largely
to themselvas; william Edmunison, the Ruaker missionary,

and the founder, (George Fox, had poth visited the colony

in 1672. =Zdmundson had come again 1n 1876, and by bthe end




of the cegtury, travelling teachers wers aoming almost
gvery year. With thié encouragement, and with the aid of
‘& Quaker governor, they grew rapidly, and by the turn of
the century were quifte powsrful politically in the
province.

About this time, the Soclsty for tﬁe Propagatlon of
the Gospel bégan to send over minlsters of the Es%ablishad
Churech from England, and a powerful party soon developed
which was devoted to ovérthfowing tha Quakérbinfluencé and .
sgeuring & Church Establishment in North Carolina.? Quaker
political powsr was finally destroye@ when Cafjﬁs‘Rebgllion
was suppressed in 1711, and Quakers were législatéd out of
many political privileges.6 This, coupled with the fact
that bShey. had never been very zeaious in propagating thealr
faith in the province, explaing Why their influence did
ot follow the 1llne of the frontiér as 1t began to advance
up the river valleys, Instead, they diminished in relétive
importancse, and retained their gstrength only in thse areas of
original settlement. The Establlshed Church was equally ih—
efféctive in providing religious insbtructlon for bthe growing
éolony, both because of the indisposition of the people to
support-miﬁiaters, and becauss of the indifference, or even
venality, of the minilsbters sent out.v Consegquently, except
for the Quaksrs in the Albewgmarle region and the few people
in the coagtal region rsached from time to time by the

#issionaries of the Establlshed Church, the inhabitants




of the prbvince were totally without religlous minletrations
and 1little interested iﬂ‘them;

?his assay willl attempt to describe how these condltions
were fadically changed by the extsnsion into the province,
undér the influenee of the Great Awakening, of the popular
dissenting.sects: Baptlsts, Presbyterians, and Mathcdists}
The Tirss Lo make their appearance were tho Baptishks.

The Arminlan General Bapbtists, the forerunners of the
Awakening, appeared in the province ébout 1728, spreading
first through the coastal reglon, and then following the
advance of the fronbtier up the river valleys. AS thely
zeal-ebbed, their churches wore btaken over by the more
aggressively evangelistic Partisular, or Ragular, Bapﬁists,
£ Calvinistic principles, in the decade from 1750 to 1760,
Bu% the real Bapbist Awakening began 1n 1755 under the
augplces of theVSegérate Raptlsts, who sprang directly_‘u
from the great Whitefiald-revival of 1740 in Yew England.

The second phase of the North Carolilnsa Awakening
came with the preaching of the New Light Presbyterian
missionaries, who followed close on the heels of the
secoteh Trish as they filled up the frontisr along the
vadkin and the cotawba in the years after 1740, The
final phage weas the'ravival of the Methodlsts, who enter-
ed the prbvince in the years immediately praceding the
Revolubion. HEach of these movements willl bs described in
' turn, and an attempt will be made bto assess Bio gffect which-

they had on the devédlopment of the reglon,




Chapter Cnse

THE BAPTIST PHASE

From the very early days of the Reformation, the
Bapbists had been regafded,as a radical religlous group,
appealing primarily o the lower classes. Their distinct-
ive principles wers that only professed belis vers should
be baptized, and that baptism should be bj immersioﬁ;
and they emphasized the peramal approach of evsry believér
in'GOd;l These tensts, and organized bodies professing
them, emerged gradually from the'more'pietisﬁic Protestant
seche, and by the seventeenth century, constituted a dlstinct
bedy in Englénd. These English Baptists had grown oub of
a group of'Separatists, who had spent =ome time iﬁ‘Holland
and had smbraced Arminian beliefs. In addition %o these
Genéral Bapfists, there appeared before the middle of

he cen+ury a group who hsld to Galvinistlc dOCuP ines
and who were knuwn as Particular, or Regular, Baptists,
By the time of ths Resﬁoration, both groups were very
numsrous, aﬂd tOgethef they constituted a large element
of the Dilssenting body in'England.z In early colonlal
times in Amerlca, the Baptlsts were nelther very numafous

nor very influential. They were strongest In the Milddle

Colonies, where, by 1707, they had organized the Pnila-
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dalphia Assoclstion and had sdopted a Parileulsr &onfession.

The General Eaﬁﬁists wera, exceph for the Quakers,
the first group of Dissenbers 5o appear In Worth Carcllios,
and In thelr popular a§§sal, can be sald Yo repressont the
advanes guard of the Gﬁs&t‘ﬁwﬁkﬂniﬁg.mehare iz rguson
(o ballave that tharg.ware-Baptists am@ng.%ha eaéliar
settlers, in the labts seventesnth century. Ik 1704 a
missionaery of the Socleby fﬁr,tha Propagafion of the
Gospel, in olassifying the colonists religiously, reported,
"A third sorb are sometbhing like Presbyterisns, whish .sori
ts uphsld by sae 1dle follows who have left their lawful
smploywony, and presch snd baptize through $he country,
without any,mannars.of orders from any sect or protended

church‘“é

Sﬁbéanant raports and 1atﬁsra make no menbtion
of Bépﬁista; 333 it ism prah&ﬁiﬁ Eh&t.thera was no regulsr
chureh until the coming of Paul Palmor.d

: Ralmér‘wag,a native of E&ﬁjléﬁﬁ,‘ﬁhﬁ had been ordain-
ed in Qorneetleut and who had worked in Mew Jersey before
Qaming to Norbh Carolins. EHs satﬁlad”iﬁ—Parguimans.
Pré@incﬁ,-nﬂrﬁhiGf’élb&maﬂlewSQﬁnd,_pxiﬁr t0l172Q, and
soon became & pfamin&ﬁ# and well-bow~do gibizen. He did
nnt.bagiﬁ presching wntil about 1728, bub had probably
heen sbtendling Yearly Meeblags prior ﬁé that time with
a 1lithle groﬂp—cf Genwrel Bapbist congregations in

Yipginia, In 1727 he orgenized the province's first

3,




Baptist ﬁhnrch, in Chowan Freeclpet in 'ﬁza‘ Albemarle
rogion, Two ysars latsr, Palmer participsted In the
’ astabligﬁment of another churdh, %o bthe asst of the
Tirst oney; bhis time In Porquimens Precineb. :ﬁidar'
Willlam Burges, ln whoss, ﬁcmsfa the congregs tisn -3
organized, bocsme the first minisber, and the -churc:h
BO0n ’éa;ﬁame ¥y ﬁigsiﬁ@fﬁ}:ﬂg_ ﬁehtér’; ergakiz f{ng branth
sﬁixmh&s-, or Yarms®, in .&31 the reg.ﬁfm ronndanout.
Palmar did nct himself sebtls down &é.min.istar of
any -particular Gﬁﬂgrega%ionﬁlbﬁh roamed the cmtry as
en svengollst, bapblzing bellevers wherevsr he went, snd
srganizing elmrcehes wheraver a sufficlent nu‘mbér of cops.-
verts were sltwated a.crrvé;ﬁia ntly toga"‘hher.?_ Qur mogh
psvaai;ii:.g Information of the spread of the Gﬂnﬂr&i
Baptists is fyom a letter of Governor EBvarard In 3’.?‘29' %m |
the Blshop of London, bewailing the lack of Estublished
mindsters, and complaining that, "...truly my Lord both
Quakers and Baptiste In this v&mmy are - very busy
making i}rﬁsélyézﬁs & holding meebings éaﬁ?' in swvary Pard
of this .G@vemmantm_gﬁy Lord, when T came flrst here,
there was no Dissenters bub Quaksrs la bthe Soverncmant
& nov ‘z}y észga mesns of ome Paul Palmer the Baphist
*Eaaéﬁﬁgr-,; he has gaiwned hﬁnﬁrﬁi@ w8 1y 1s not known
how long Palmer conbinued Bhis work. Thers iﬁ a penord

" ef his having boen granted 2 llesnse to preach in 1738,




under the British ket of Toleration, which p@;}b&biy_ inm
Gicatbesn tﬁaﬁ *ﬁ& ‘Bap%ismi ware beginning to be @ﬁpﬁéaﬁ *by
arouged ﬁhwaimaﬂ, s inge - 15 had na** been noces sary ff}r
him i:o ‘take oub B *}.ia&ﬁsﬁ befmhanﬂ. But a nmher of
papbist churchea In the ncrtharﬁ helif of the ewa%&i
reglon sesm %6 have been formed by Palmer op his zz-anvaxf%s,.g
In the Jmean time, the pﬁ{iﬁh‘gi'ﬁﬁ WAS pﬁshﬂz}ag ap khe
'va}.l&ys of the Rnanﬁkai ths Par, snd the Tousa :er'c the™
interior. A&bout 1730, Joszeph Parksr, who had been the
pastor of the o;vigiﬁal church in thwaij‘; moéaé‘ in%o *:‘.hé
Indian country aslong the Msherrin Ei_@%ﬁf,.’ig the newly formed
;:féainﬁt of Bertle and thers a‘s*ﬁahli—éhéé 2 new congregaiion..
Tha Heherprin Church gerved ag 3 ramaiénary hﬁsé for gpread-
ing Bapiist congregatlons all along the nmfthefﬁ frgni;iar,-
In the fortles, the T@ﬁtieés' Parker p‘-&éhéﬁ on ?*'a the sow'c:h-wl
wash across tha T{GBI}GE{E :I.mm the new eoun*“y of ?-ﬁﬁ&czmbe’
aftor some years hers, ha rmvaa t‘sn south aoross’ the Tar
River. T‘ﬁraugh the whaie regian, & nambarr of churches
grev ﬁ;':r which ard prebably to be aseribed to his aétiviti&mlg
The most important chureh _zg.afst of the Nosnoke, that at
Kehukee in Halifex G’f}uﬁty‘,. Was %egun in '1‘?:@2 byr & gronp
of fmmigrants from virginis, under fhe leadership of
william 3@;&&9&%&,. Befors his death in 1750, S#jﬁﬂ?ﬂaf
baytiza.a ! \ﬁm’:}eéé of prominent ministers, who Tounded

chﬁr-ﬁhe goall swyr the ' reglon. 11




&gbthar plonger evéﬁga;ist of the Ganeral B&pﬁisﬁg -
was Dr, Jogiah Farb. Ee iaft.%a&ufﬁrt Comnty on the ccasi
h}%ﬁf%tMEfmfﬁ%fﬁmhﬁfiﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;%&ﬁim-.
orgenized a.eangregaiiaﬁ ab Fishinglcragk'in w&gﬁ.is now
Warren Counby. Frog EBhls chureh & large nuwber of presghe
ars were crdained and sent oub, and, . lad by Harh, ﬁhﬁy‘
capread the Bay&iét faith,cﬁem,graat'féachas‘cf'ths up-

' cﬁantry,lg The Bapbist prastlee af 5r5aining Jaymen to
the winlsbtry, without Ilmpesing edueaflonal rﬁquir&mémtgx
gave them a btremendous aévantagﬁ gver the Preshyﬁeriéﬁs
and the Bstablished Church in roaching the rough and scattior~
¢d populatlion of ths frontisr,

In 1755 there were sixbteen (eneral Bsptlst churches

- 13 o .
in the province. s In sddiblon, there wore great nmb

i
i)

s
of peopls wio had been baptlzed by the iﬁinarating
avangelists, bub who llved too far from & church o bs
rogular nombers. ﬂ@V&?thﬁiBSﬂ, they congidered themselvos
as Baptists and welecomed Baphlst preachsrs Inbo thel

ne ighborhoeds; so that, ln additlion Yo %he rvegularly
constitubed churches, thore were a number of rocognlzed
preaching places throughout the counbry, many of which
latser d@vélspad iste'ﬁcngregatiﬁnga The Bapllists were
mamargus'in all the couniry along the coast,from the
Alve¥marls reglon in %he portheast to Hew River in Onslow
Coumby« Inm the imﬁeriér; they were feﬂnd-aléag the upper

reaches of the Resncks, ths Tar, and the Houss, as far west
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sa Graﬂéa Comnby, aﬂﬁ'as fé;hﬁﬂﬁﬁh as S&mpscnjié‘ keide
of the fow sreas winre the Quskers and the Establlshed
Church were sotive, th&?rwars bringing %o &hﬁrp@mpie of
She prwiﬂae the only pr»eéﬁhihg az.zd-relmiaug influence
they gbuiﬁ rasglve prior to-the influx of the Preshyberian
Scotch and Scoteh-Irish. In bhe vest terribery soubh and
wosh of the Reancke, where they wers wost active, they
wero the only agents of orgenized religlon.

Ons of the Tew ef fective missionsries off the Church
of England, James ﬁﬂiﬁi-WTBﬁa to the Sosisty fop the

Propagation of the Cospel frﬁm;Eﬁgaaamhé.ﬂﬁunﬁy in 1748,

ML, Lmany of oor comminlon told me they thought it my

duby to continue not only beeause they wors plsased with
ry Yabors twh mors espocially beosuse & great nuabér in
the Counby had turned B—ap‘ﬁ ist for want of & clerpgymin. «.
The Pe cﬁﬁe geen much inélinad to encourags HMisslonarias .
and often complain of Sthelir belng pestertd wlth sernmms
of Beptlst Toschers, whom I always Pound %o bﬂ&S grasai@r
lgnorant as those ﬁhaykpréteﬁ& to ta&gh*“ls | o

- When the Pr@si}yteriéﬁ_ 15 tnerant, Huph Hesden, sklrbed
whe Bapﬁmt erea on his 'm:isszimaﬁy Journey lnto %Ef:zr-*‘q |
Carolling in 1788, he daii‘%afe& & sormon at the Baphid

meoting house a% Grassy Crevk in Granville Couniy, and

‘Pound the peoule "vepy inqwzisiéﬁ;w shoub the way to Ziom,"

The next day he went bo the Bapbist ¥Wearly Meotlng et




nearby Fishing Creék, where he preached for three days

“to "large and deeply interested audiences....Here I think
the powsr of God appeared something eonspicuous, and the
word seemed to fall with power." But reproof of thelr
Arminian principles is implied in hié exhortation to

them "that they should carefully guard agalnst taking
shelter under the shadew of thelr own rightecusness.”

On his return journey,.eight months later, he went consider-
ably out of his way in_order to preach to some of the

paptist friands ke had made.16

Betﬁeen 1750 and 1760, the General Baptist churches
in ¥orth Caroclina underwent & remafkable transfermation to
Calvinist principles and the Particular Baptist crder.
The looseness of their Arminisn doctrines and thelr laxity
of éhurch discipline had had had econgequances, which were
becoming apparent to.8ll. The congregatlons were large,
but they contained many unregenerate persons, whoge loose
conduct was demoraiizing to the whole church.lq Docfrinalf
excesses and absurdities grew out of a situation where an
untrained ministry was proclaiming a flexible set of
‘beliefs, which was nowhere formally.étateﬁ. 8¢ that the
field was prepared for ohanée when, in 1750, the Rev. Robert

Williams came emong the Bapbists, preaching Calvinlsm,’




12

Ho was himself & native of the Roanoke country, and had gone
to the Pee Dee in South Carolina, where he had been trained
 in the psrsuasions of the Particular Baptists‘of Welsh Neck.
' Returning to his old home, he advocated Calvinism with great
effect, particularlﬁ ingthe naighberhoods of.Fishing Creook
and of Kehukes, whose minister, the influential Thomas Pope,
embraced the new views. William Wallls, aa artisan convinced
by Williams, vegan worklng zealously in the churches of the
reglion to bring about the chamge.l |

Probably through.ths influence of Williams, the
Philadelphin Assococlztlon became interested in uhﬁ gituaticn

tothe province

in North Carolinsa, and In 1754 sent John Ganopas a misslonary,

toortihrCarotim . Gano was ongé of the most effective of

the colonial evangeliéts. Growing up in New Jersey, under
the influence of the Tennents! revival, he had originally
Intended to become a Presbytefian minister, But his doubts
as to infant baptlsm had led hin %o join the Baptists, who
‘were also partieilpating in the Awakeping.lg |

We know of his work in North Carolina from the aceomnt
of Morgan Edwards, the first Baptlst historian, whdAgathered
his data on a visit to the provinee in 1771 and 1772. "On
nis arrival, he sent to the ministers, requssting an Inter-
view with them, whileh they declined, and appointed a meeting

among bthemselves, to consult what fo do. MNr. Gano, hearing
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of it, went %o theirlmeeting, and addresssd them in words
to this effeet: 'I have desired a vislt from you, which,
as & brother and a stranger, I had a rlght fo expect;
But as ye have-refused, I give up my claim and am come %o
pay you a visit,t' With this he ascended intc the pulplt,
end read for his text the fellowing words, 'Jesus I know,
and Paul I know; tub who are ye?! This bext he managed
In such & menner as t¢ wake some afraid of ﬁim, and others
~ashamed of théir shynéss. Many were convlinced of_their'
errcrs, touching faith and convarsation; and submibted
to an examination."<¥
When Gano returned, the Philadélphia Assoclatilon was
persuaded to send two of its most outstanding preachers,
Peter P. Vanhorn and Benjamin Miller, %o carry on the -
work begun by him and Willlams, MNiiler had had an ir-
religious youth in New Jersey, but was converted by Gilbert
Terment during the Awskening, and was encouraged by him
to enter the ministry, e had already been in North
Carolina, working in the Baptlst settlement on the Yadkin,
These two men arrived in the province 1in 1755, and wenb
from church to church, reorgenizing each aleong Ualvinistie
lines. Kehukse was the first congrsgation they converted
t0 %the ParticularABaﬁtist order, and the process they
began went on untll, in five years, ohly three General

Baptist churches remained in the province. The churches
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were reconstituted on the basis of the pasbors, togethér
with a tiny minority of the former.memberé who héd been
convinced by the pastors. The biﬁterness aroused by thils
procaess survived In the Baptist areas for many years.zl

.The procedure was o hold a congregational meeting
at which the old order was dissolved, Then evaryone
who wished to come into the new order was subjected fo
a strictrexamination by the visiting ministers, in order
to determlne whether or mot he had had a satisfactéfy_
rellgious experience before he had bLeen baptized., The
small number judged acceptable by Vanhorn and ¥iller
in their reconstitutlon of Reedy Creek Church 1s quite
typical, It is recorded that they received "all the baptized
persons bthat in s judgment of chariby wore born again,"ee
and yeb £ ound oﬁly thirteen who could pass the fest. ‘Only
the prestige of the local préachers, who were solidly
for the change, made 1t possible for the reorganizatlons
to take‘piace and for the new churches to take over the
ehurch properties. ‘
. The meagre number who were "in a judgment of charity"
considered to be truly regensrated, highlights the laxness
in discipline and looseness in doctrine into which the
General Baptlst congregations hadrfallen. Hundreds had
been baptized, of whom few were now able to glve a

satisfactory account of their conversiocn, or who had not

backalidden in seme way or other., In order to maintaln
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the purity and vigor of the new Particular Baptlst order,
'a Church Covenant2® was now drawn up and was sccepted by
all the membors. The first section, a shrong sbtatement

of rigild Calvinism, must havé seeméd'a confusing array of
dogme to many of those who were thus introduced to- system-
atic theology for the first time. A5 & matter of fact, 1f
eventually had a withering effect in many Baptist churches,
whers the Covenant became an end In itself and savyed to
‘stifle any religious thought which would go beyond ib.

The dislntegration of pietyiand belie £ among the Gerneral
paptlsts had dembpstratad that somo common standard of |
faith was necessary; bub the Partibular Raphists, 1n plac-
ing too much emphasis on the Covenant itself, tended to
become dry and formal in the Iz religion. A visitor among
the Baptists in the eastern part of the state, in the early
niﬁeteenth cantury, was impressed both by the meagreness

of their religious thought and by thaif shrewdness in
gefending their Calvinist seneta. 2%

The second section of the Covenanb related to church
diseipline, and dealt principally with standards for
admission, keeping the Sabbath, attendance at meetings,
provision for reproof and disciplining of members, and
regulations for governing tbe congregation. It was in-
_tended to insure bthat the churcthDuld always ve in the

hands of the truly elect, that 1t would be administerad
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iIn an orderiy manter, and that its members would lead:
upright lives. The high gtandards of morality and church
discipline instituted by the Bapbist at this time ware

an innovation on tha frontier,.and their influence on
frontler morals and manners ﬁas one of thé importaﬁt
contributions of the Baptists.

Jonathan Edwards hed deseribed the great revival
which broke out in New England under his preaching in 1734
as, in part, a reactlon against She spreed of Arminiénism.25
Gano, Vanhorn, and Miller, coming from the Middle Colonies,
where the ferment of the Awakening had not yet subsided, \
'had suoccasded, In the space of a few years, in almost
completely rooting out Arminisnism from the Baptist
churches of North Carolina, and had roplaced it with Fhe
strictsst of Calvinisme, The emphasis of the Baptist
evangelists oﬁ a truly regensrated church membershlp was
also charactaristic of the Awakaning; Iﬁ sgcuring this
reform, they wers more successful than Edwards, who had
lost his churen in iVSO in attempbing the same‘thing.gs
The roformation of the General Baptlst chgrcheé in North
Carolina set the_sfage for the province's first grsat
religious-revivai, which ﬁas to orlginate with a third
group of Baptists and rapldly spread the influence of their

amot lonal btype Sf religion throughout the southern colonles.
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The revival of the Separate Baptlstis was one of
the most spectacular phases of the colonial Awakening,
but iégona of the lssst kXnown., The Separates had ftheir
| origin in the awakening which began in New England in
1740 under George Whitefield and others., Many churches
sver the new evangelisiic methods ,
wereo spllt by Hm controvérsy, and the New Light, or
Separabe, parbty, In many oases, withdrew from the old
order entirely, and.forméd Separate socletiss, which
walcomed the revival and which admitted none .but the
- ragenerate to mésm}:mx'ship..'(277 |
One of the chisf causes for the split was that
the old churéhes would let no one prseach who did not

8  Holding religious zeal

. have a college training.2
mdre Important as a Qualification than learning, the
Separates licensed men withou£>particular aeducat ional
attainments. In this way, Shubal Stearns, a native of
Boston who had been converied by Whitefield, became one
of their minlsters in 1745, In 1751 he became convinced
of the error of infant baptism; and jolned the Baptisths, .
as many of the Separates wers doing at ﬁhe'time.

These amakaned.Separates tended to have a strong
faith 1n thé direct inteprposition of God %o céntrol the
destinles of the saints, and in 1754 Stearns became con-
vineed that the Almighty was calling him %o a great work

on the southern frontisr. So he set out, with 2 small
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group of followers, on the long journey to westernm Virginisa,
where he settled and joilned forces with his brothsr-in-law
Daniél ¥arshell, who was élso a minister.2? mhe gxpected
success did not materlallze here, but some of his foilowers
who had gone on into North Carolina informed him, "That the
.work of God was great in preéching to an ignorant people,
who had little or no preaching for a hundred miles, and no.
established meeting., But now the people were so eager to
hear that they would come forty miles each way, when they
could have Opportunity to hea? a sermon.”ao Learning this,
Stearns and his followers set ocut for North Carolinsa, where
they esteblished themselves on Sandy CreeXk in Guilfordé

(now Rendelph) County in the fall of 175%.

The original Sandy Creek Church had a membership of
sixteen; consisting‘of eight men and their wives. Besides
Steafns, Daniel Marshallland Joseph Breed were pastors,
though they were both unordained. But it is likely that
all of the sixteen original members tock part in the wide=
spread evangelicalhcaﬁpaign upon which the 1ittls community
immediately embarked. Morgan Edwards' account gives some
idea of its success. He records that in a short time the
membership of Sandy Oreek rose from sixteen to €06. |
“Sandy—cfeek chh 1is the ﬁother of all the Separate-baptists.
From this Zion went forth the word, and grest was the |
compary of‘them who published it: it, in 17 yesars, has

Ml’ssf.:d-):p.r
spread branches as far as the great river ¥i=z=tmt; south-
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ward ss far as CGeorgla; eastward to the sea“andrchESOpeck
bay; and northward 5o the waters of Potowmack: 1%, in 17
years, 1ls become mother, grnnd-mother, and great Grand-
mother to 45 churches, from which sprang 125 ministers,
many of which are ordained and support the sacred characher
as well as any . sett of clergy in”America; and if some have
turned out bad, where is_there,é sett of clergy that can
throw the;first stons, and say, 'We all are éood'? As for
the outcries, spllepsies, and exbaclies attendlng their
minls try they ars ﬁot pecullar to them; the Newengland
presbytepians had them long before; and in Virginia, 1t is
well known that the same effects attend the ministry of some
of the church of England, par+icularly ReV. mes. Devereaux
Garret and Archibald McRoberts;"Sl ‘
Edwardshas also left us a description of Stearns:
"Mr. Stearns was b & little man, but a man of good natural
parts snd sound. judgment. OF learnihg he had bubt a small
share, ysat was pretty well acQuainted with books. Hisz voles
wag musical and strong, wiich he manéged in such & manner as,
one while, to make soft impressions on the heart, and fateh
tasdrs from the eyes in a mechaniesl way; and anon, to shake thé,
very nerves and throw the snimal system into bumults eand per-
tufbations‘ A1l the Separate ministers copy after him In tones
of volce asnd actions of body; and some few excesad him, His

caracher was indispusably good, both as= a man, &8 christian,

and a preacher. In his eyes was something very penstrating,
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seemed to have a meanlng in every glande,..“58

In Edwards' account of the conversion of Elnathan
movis, we get a good plebure of the mass effect of Stearns'
methodas: "His convarsion canme to pass In thils manner-- He
nad heard What one John Stward Qaé to be baptizeﬁ such & day,
by Mr. Stearns; now this Sbeward, belng a very big man, and
Shubal Stearns of small shature, he - coneluded thers woulé be
some dilversion 1¥ not drowning:; therefore he gathered B or
10 of his companions in wickedness and want to the spob.
Shubal Stearns came and began To preach; Elnathén went to
hear him while hils coﬁpanions atood at & disbtance, He was
no sooner among the crowd put he percelved some of the paople
tremble as in a fit of the agua:rhe folt and sxamined them
in order to find-if 1t was not & dis simulation: meanwhlle
one man, leaned on his shoulder, weeping bitterly; Elnathan,
perceiving he had wat his white now coat, pushed him off,
and ran bto his companions who wers sitting on a log at &
distance; when he camé ond éaid, 1ye1l, Elnathan, what do
 you think aow of those damned psople?t He replled, ' The re
1s a trembling and crying spirit among them: bubt whether
it be the spirit of God or the devll I den't know; if 1%
be the devil, the devil go with them; for I will never
pore venture mysélf among them,! He stood a while in that
resolutipn; ut the-enchanﬁment of Shubal Stearns! volce
drew him to the crowd ane‘more. He had not been 1ong‘

there before the trambling seized him also, he attempted
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to withdraw; but his strength falling and hls understand-
ing confounded he, with many obthers, sunk to the ground.
When he came to himself he found nothing in him bub dread
and anxi@ty, bordaring on horror, .Ha conbtlinued in'this
gituation SOma:days and then found relief by felth in
Christ., TImunsdiately he Degan to_preaéh converslon work,

raw as he was, and scaﬁty a5 his knowledge must lhiave peen," 93

The fama of this sort of exhorting spread far and wlide.

Little groups of Baptists hsre and thers, Including many of
_the former General and ?éfticular Baptist churches, sent to
Sandy Cresk for-preazchers, The branchealwhich Sandy Creek
Church had sproad tnrcugh the qurroundins ouhtrj ware
organized into regulav congregations end began to send

out thelr own offshoots, Daep River Church, which had
begun'aé a branch of Sandy Creek, had becoms an indepepdent
church by 1757. It established one "arm’ on Little River
in Ansoﬁ (now Montgomery) County, and in three yéérs this
congregation had five hundred members. of its own, while in
five more years it had founded four branches and was exbtend-
“ing its influence throughout & very large area .54 Another
Baptist sccilety springing from Deep Rivar was that at Haw
River inlChatham'chnty. Stearns tells of prsaching here

in 1785 fér six days to seven hundred people, and by 177e
the church had five branches .29 In 1760 the pastor and mosh

of the members of the original Deep River congregation




moved té the frontier of Sou?h Carolina, whers they set
up still another church, which itself goon had branches spread
all about,8 Meny other congregations founded Dby Stearns
and his associntes had quite as extensive & progeny as -
Deep River. Daniei Marshall carria& the revival into
Virginia, where despibte great persecuéion and abuse, ﬁhs‘
Baptists expanded ovsr the whole provines, and became very
numerous, bearing the brunt of the difficuls batble for
religious 1liberty there. Iater the indefatigable Marshall
moved into lower South Carollna, and st1ll later on into
Gsorgla, where he planted the Lirst Separats Baptist seciety;gv
The extraordinary spread of the Separates can be account-
8d for only by the unusual zZeal an4 enthusiasm which they
possessed and engendered., Every convert became an evangelist,
and every new chureh & base for fuf?her miasignarytoperati{ms.
In addition %o a regularly ordalned minister, each congrega-
tion usually had several lay assistants, and théy all spent
much % ime itinérating through thq_éountry, in-addition to
preaching in the home congrégation; so much was this true
" that Separste Baptish minis%eré caﬁe te be called "strollers”
by the scornful.58 Much of their success caﬁ probably be
gxplained in terms of the soeclal basis of pbeir appesal,
Thsir'embtional methods reachsd the poor and illiterate in
a way whieh the Presbybterian and Estatlished ministers could
rnever hope Ho mateh, -
‘ ; 3 high-pitched Jroaiag style oF preachisg
The Separate exhorters all Imitated the holy whine,,

which Stearns had brought with him from New Englend,




A local Baptlst historian has described the way In which the
revival services were conducted. After the sermon, and as

g hymn wag beling sung, the preacher would come down among

¥ would extend an

invitation to such persons as felt themselves to be poor,

the congregabion. After the hymn, he’

gullty sinners and were anxlously inguiring the way of
salvation to coms forward ané kneel near the stand, or
‘if_they preferred to do so they could kneel at thsir
séats, proffering to unite with them in prayer for thelr
conversion. After prayer, singing and exhortatlon,
prolonged according to clreumstances, tho congregation would
- be dismlssed to meebt again at night at the meeting houss or
a% some private residence... In these night meefings %hera
wonld occasionally 66 preaching, hutb geharally they ware
only for prayer, pralse, and exhortatlon, and direct person-
al ccnvarsation.with those whe might be concerned aboub
thelr soults salvation, In seasons of religious awakening
large crowds would attend theée'maetings, which wers blessed
in the converaion of many souls, Ib was not uncommon for the
brethren and aspecially the sistars to glve expraession %o
their feelings in cutbursts of joy end praiss, bubt 1t |
appears that they were free from those wild and fantastic
exercises Which prevailed in many other'places.“59

. When the Separabe Bapblsts begen to penetrate the
coastal region, they immedlately incurred tha hostility

of the ministers of the Hstablished Church who were
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statiomed there. The letbters of thess men 5o the Sociaty
for the Propagation of the Gospel in London, which suppors-
ed most of them, ayre full of alapm and recriminatlion at the
"ignorent, censorious, and uncharitable"éO Now Lighté.

The pastor at New Bern complained in 1761 that, "The
Methédists of late have given me z great deal of trouble,
along the Borders of my parish by preaching up the in-
expediency‘of Human Learning & %tho practise of'moral

1

. virtue & the great oxpedisnce of Dreams, Visions, and
~ immediate Revalations,."*t

He was mistsken in calling them Methodisbs, a prachlce
ho which Whitefield ook exception on his visit to the
pfovince in 17684. Howsvor the mistaké off the Yew Bern
clergyman did have some basis inm facﬁ, as he claimed:
"Thot with'éubmission to Hr. Wﬁiﬁefi@ld; graﬁting they
wore not hls immediats disciples and followsrs, I do -
affirm they spring from the seed which he first planted
in New England and the Gifference of the s0il may perhaps
nave ceused, such an alteration in the fruii, that he may
be ashamed‘of it, however upon bthe whols T think his dig-
course hé§ baen of some real servica heré,‘for he particu;
larly condemnéd the rsbapbizing of Adults & the deofrine
of the irresistible influence of the spirit, for both
which, the late HMethodists in these parts had,strbngly

contended & likewilse recommended infant Baptism, &




deciared himself a member & minister of the Church of
Englend, 42 |

8o numeroug did the Baptiasts become and such was thalr
influence, that some of the Established clergy had to con-
gent to baptize some of their own members according to
the Baptist prachico, in order to keep them. In 1760 the
minister at Bath wrokte to the Soclety: "Whon I mentionsd
that I baptized a person by immersion, I should be so:ﬁy
that it should be thought by the soclsbty that 1t was
gither thro! affecikation or singularity, I assure you
sir, {tho!' I know bthat it 1s conformable to our prﬁic,
to the practice of the primitive Christians of the ‘
Apostles & of the Jews befors the coming of our saviour,
generally to Baptize in thab way) that 1t iz only to keep
people from falling off from our Church, that this person
& some others not mentioned, have been baptired in that
" way by me,'fof‘of late years this province is overrun,
with e people that.ét first called themselves anahbaphlsts,
out having now fefined upocn that scheme, have run inté S0
many errors & have so bewildsred & I méy say almosh e~
witehed the minds of the people, that scarcely will they
listen to anything that can be said in defence of fhe
church we belong %0...such & gpirit of rash judging &
éensﬁfioﬁsness,such a notlon of Inspirations, Ilmpulses,
visions, & of thelr secth being the peeculiar elect of God

1s gong-oubt among thenm that t111 time convinces them %o
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fhe conbrary 1t is impossible that any ebstracted reasons
will..."®% mis last conelusion was doubbless drawn from
his lack of success in éonviﬁcing anyone, by means of the
400 pamphlets which he had-written and gotten printed in
;;E;;:; of the prectice of infan® baptism. Indeed, his
defense of hils baptisms by immsrsion sounds as 1f ho ware
more than half persuaded by the Beptishs himself,

Many of the Hsftablished pastors seemed to think that
their most important duty was that of confuting the Baptists.,
Hewsver, one minister, in Johnston Counby in the interior,
did crodit some good influence Lo them: "My'Communicants
inerease and I have the pleasufe to see the anabapblst de-
cline very fast, notwlthstanding the diffliculty of removing
prejudice, I find Shat these preachers have been of great -
serviece L0 me in my office, for many of the back settlers
whb were in a manner totelly ignorant of the Chrilstlan
féligiﬁn % overrun with sensuality have heen brought to
a serioﬁs way of thinking, and from hearing Enthusiastlcal

incohierent harangueé nave heen prépared for more aclid and
nd4 ‘

retional discourses.
A Hogtillty alsgo existed.between Baptisﬁs and Preébyferians.

When Shubal Stesrns first came into the province in 1756,

the Presbyterian communities were still without.settled

pastors. As & rasult, the Baptists were abie to gain some

converts among them, and bad feeling was ersated, On his
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missicnary journey through the proﬁiﬁce in 1755, the
Pfesbytgrian, Hugh McAdén, found a congregation on the
Yadkin, where, "Many adhere %to the Baptists that were
bafors wavafing, and several that professed Shomselves
%o be Presbybterians: so that very few at present join
heartily-for our minlsters, and wlll in a 1little time
if God prevent not, be too weak either to eall or
supplicate for & faithful mi;nister."4‘5 The Baptist
winister who had bsen active in the aren was Benjamin
Miller. When MeAden met him on his reburn trip, he spoke
favorably of him, and the two presched togother,46

But it was inevitable that the Presbytsrians, with
their educated ministry and rigid doetrines and standaerds,
should develdp host1lity toward the unrestrained papbists.
An observer, writing in 1775; after describing how the
Presbyterians had settled on the frontler, continued,
"ror the Anabapﬁists of Pennsylvenila resolving into &
bodj & determined to setfle thelr ?riﬁciples in every
vacant quartér pegan to establish Meoting Houses also on
the Borders. And by their address and aséiduity he.ve
wormed the Presbytorians out of all their strongholds and
drove them away. Sc that the Baptists are now the most
numbrous end formidable body of peoplé which the cﬁurch
ﬁas to encounter witn In the interlor and back parts of

the Province & the antipathy the two 3ects besr each other
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s astonlshing. Wherefore a Presbyterian would sooner
marry ten of hig chlldren to membars of the Church of
Ehgl&nd than one tola Baptist, The same from the Baptists
as to the Preabyterianse»thair rancour_is surprising--but
the Church reaps great good by 1t and through their
jealousies galns grouné on them very fast, Bub - the Baptists
Have-grsat pravalence & footing in North Carolina & have
taken sueh deep root there that 1t will require long time
and psins to grub up theilr 1ayars &7

Shubal Stearns was more than a powerful evangelist;
he was a good oroanizar as well. The Sandy Creek Baptist
; Assoclatlon was organized In 1788 at a meeting, to which he
had urged all the churches to send delegabtes. At 1sast nine
congregatlions were represanted at this rirs+ meating.
Thereafter, theo %ssoclatlcn met for several days once each
vear, and these sessions were usually attended by great
throngs of peopls from the surroundlng area, The Baptlsts
were jealdus of the independence of the individual soclietiles,
and the Association funchioned principally %o provide preache-
ers to f111 vacancles and %0 itinerate, Anothsr groat benefit
of the Association was the encouragement the mlnisters got
from consulting with one another and from the acoounts glven
by various brethren of the spread of religion, Eﬁe'&ssociatién
élso issusd ad?iee to the churches on doctrinal and procedur=-

al problems, in the form of replies to querles made by the .
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. ‘ 48
churchss in their annual letters.

In the sarly years, Association mestings Were always
hﬂld in Stesrns! neighborhood., Thoy were conducted at |
first wilthout even electing 2 moderator, and all decisions
had to bé agread'to unanimbusly. In case of disagreement,
the breturen would pray and fast until harmony was restored,
One of the preachers at an carly meeting says that, "The great
power of God was among us. The preaching every day saemed
to be athtended with God's blessing. Ve earried on our
Asgoclation with swest decorum and fellowship to the end.
Then WS‘taok leave of one.another'wiﬁh many‘solemn charges
from our reverend old father Shubal Steafns, to sténd_fast
unto the end." |
At tﬁa second meeting éf the Association, probably in
'1759, the §GWerful Parbicular Baphist preacher, John Gano,
who had returned to ¥orth Carolina %o serve %the church on
the Yadkin, was present. MNost of the’ministers were
hostilé to him, but Stearfis welcomed him and in%ited'hhm Lo
praach evéry day. OSome of the younger Separate minilsters
werse 50 sbashed at hearing him, that they were afrald of
him, and feared thab they could never preach again,
But he was finallﬁ recelved cordlally, and reportsd of the
Sebarates that, "doubtless bhe power of God was among them;
that although they were rather immethodical, they ecertainly
had the root of the matter at heart."5G
The pParticular Baptists had now begun to call themselves

Regular Baptists, In 1762 the Charleston Association of
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the Regﬁlars m2 entered intoc relatlons with one of the
offshoots of Sandy Cresk in South Carollna, and appointed
two of their ministers to aﬁtend the next meseting of the
Sandy Creek Assoclaklon to try to effect a oonsolldation.
But we have no record of any further aculon,al Agaln, in
1769, the Ketockton Assoclation of the Regulars in.Viniﬂia
sent three of Lts members to Sandﬁ Creek Lo propose & union.
They asked, "If we are all Christian, all Baptists, all_‘
'New-Lights, why are we Givided? Wust the 1itﬁla apellative
names, Regular and Separate, btreak the golden band of charity,
and set the sons and daughters of Zion at varlance?” Bub their
proposal was defaated by & narrow margin.52
The Separates in Virginia had already opposed union on
the ground that the Regulars were not particulsr gnough in
such small matters as aregs .D° The Separate men cut thelr
hair in a very severs menner, "like Cromwell's round-headed
chaplaing, and the women cagh away all,fheir superfluities
so that they were distinguished from otherse..” 5% The in-
dividual Separate churches enforced the rules as to dress.
A more fundamental dlfference betWeén the two was

probably one of btheology. The Separates had never

adopted any formal doctrinal statement, considering the
Bible to be a sufficient standard of faith, and 1t 1ls& nob
surpris ing that, in view of their origin and methods, they

tended strongly %o Arminianism. Most of the participants
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in the Awakening seem Lo have goftpedallad rigid‘Calvinism,
‘oven when 1t was thelr official.beliéf, so that we find

aveén thé'New gide Presbyherisns frequently having %o dany
charges of unorthﬁdoxy. The Regular Baphtlsts resented

the practige of the Separates in going about &2 evangelizing
so successfully, without ever stuting thelr theoldglcal
position,

Howevsr, after a %time, the Separate éoqieties, too,
began to draw up covenanbs. The following from the records
of one of the churches, 1s probably representative of thelr
early faith: "Believing the 0ld and New Testament Lo be
the perfect rule for life and practice and 21y Repentance
from dead works and 3ly Faith towards God and 41y The
dootrine of baptism and Bly laying om of hands snd ély
the perseverence of the sainfs and 71y The resurrsction

n 55 Thege crude

of the dead énd 2ly Eternal judgment.
statements of the varlous Separate eongregatlons wéra in

~ marked contrast to the rigidly Calvinistilc Philadelphia
Confession, to whieh the Regulars uniformly adhered,

8o that, in time, the labtber, standing inflexzibly, came %o
prevall over whatever doctrines were contained 1n the
misecellaneous confessions of tne Separafties, snd they, oo,
éame to accept Calvinistic principles.56

The practiseé of the Separste churches wore modelled

strigtly on Biblical injunctlons. The covenénts, into which
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they enteredy comnmitted them to drawing apart and llving
pfecisely according to Godl's cbmmands, admonighing and
nelping one ancther. The nine Christian rites which they
found in the Bible were: bapbtlsm, the Lord's supper, love-
feasts, laying-on of hands, washing fee%, anointing the
siclk, right hand of fellewshlp, kiss of charity, and de-
voting children., Not all of these rites were observed by
21l of the éongragations. Moat of them held communion svery .
week, In line with the practice of the Bibliecal church, Alsc
mogt of them, In their churech organlzations, had deacons
and deaconesses, and elderesses and ruling éldars, the
latter serving as lay assistants to the pastor.57
£t the mestling of the Associétion in 1770, dissenslon
cropped up, and the raquired unanimlity couldrnot be reached
for three days. Finélly, it was unanlmously agreed that the
Asseciatiqn ghould split up into thres groﬁps, one¢ for each
- of the ;;ggégsof‘morth Carclina, South Carolina, and Virginia,
the Nérth Carolins Assococlation retainiﬁg the name Sandy Creek,
The trouble seems Lo have arisen principally from the Assocla-
tion's interfering too much 1in the affairs of the individual
congregations, particularly in the ratter of ordination of
ministers; Shubal Stearns was probébly pertly to blane,
since, in the early days, he had determined himself who was
to be ordained, aﬁ& she Associatlon had assumed fhe funetion
from him.°®

In the mantime, the Regular Baptlsts had themselves =

been influenced by. the ardor of thelr Separate brethren.
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In the 1750's, when ths Baptist churches had been convwrt-
ed from éenaral to Regular, they had Lecome connected with
the Charleston Association. Bubt the distance to_Charleston
was great, and in 1765 the North Carollna Regular societles
withdrow and in 1759 formed the Kehukse Association;gg
.They immediately pegan to look toward affiliastion

with the Separates, and in 1771 appolnted dslegates to
attend the meeting of the Separate Association of Virginia,
In 1773 the Separates agsain declined union, bedause of the
laxity of the Regulars in drsss, and, more imporbtant,
because they were not strict enoﬁgh%in determining thé
genuinenass of a person's expsrience before rocalving

him into church membership. Indeed, thf Regulars admiited

' individoals

that théir congregations conbtalned persoms who had been

baptized in a state of unbelisf. It will ke remembered

that the Regular churches had,Briginally been sexceedingly

strict in receliving members. Bubt their ministers had fallen

into the ol1d General Bapbtist practlice of accepting the de-

sire for baptism as 2 sufficlent evidence of conversion,

with the result that thelr membership now included many un-
fegenarate or iukewarm parsoﬂs.Gl

Far from taking offense at the raluctance of the
Separetes to affiliate with them, many of %he Regulars
were so affected by their:zeal and scrupulousness thst

they began %o deplore the laxlbty 1n thelr own churches,

60
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Among these was a young minister, Lemuel Burkiﬁt, who
was to De the most influsntial man smong North Carocllna
Baptisbs for many years to .come. Tnspired by the Separatas!
call for a truly convsrted membership, he led a revival at
his own church &t Sandy Run in Bartie gounty in 1774, and
roformed it along the lines of a purifisd meﬁber@aip,6g
The same thing took place 1n thres othier Regﬁlar congroga-
tions, a2t the same time, and'the issue came up in the 1775
meeting of Kehukes Assoclat ion.

The conbtroversy was S0 haatad.that it caused a split

in the Assbciation.GS

The conservative branch continued

5o meet for a few years, ?ut its chprchesrwsra éventually
apsorbad by the mopre vigorous reforming Assoclatlion,

The new United Baptlst Assoclatlon contained some Separate
socleties from the vary first. The Regular meubers had
conformed to the Separate practlce with ;egard to admission
to membership, but the Separatss, for theim part, were now
ready Lo accept a GOVbnanE with the f0110W1ng article:

"we pellava, that God befcra the foundaticn of the world,
for a purposa.of nis own glory, did elect 8 certaln number
of men and angels to eternal life, and that this slectlon

iz parﬁiculaf, eternal, and wneonditional on the creature's
paft,“64 By 1789 the last of the Separate and consurvativa
Regular churches had come in, ;o that the Assoeciatlon, which
soon reassumed the old name Kehukoe, ineluded practically

all the Bapbist congregatlons in easbtern ¥orth Carolina and




in that parﬁ of easbern Virginia that lay soush of the
James.55 Farther ﬁest, the Sandy Creek Associstion em-
braced most. of ﬁh@ remaining Bapbtists: in thélstate.

The fGeneral Baptiats had fipst introduced evangelical
religion into Worth Carolina. Thnelyr churchas had been:
re-invigoratad py 2 fresh impulss of %the Awalkening from
the Calvinitic Reguler Bapbisbts of the iiddle Coleniss,
Finally, the Separate Baptisﬁs, springlng directly from
the Hew ingland Awskening, and bringlng the [irst great
'réﬁival, had apread the Awskening throughout the provinesd,
‘and had brought a1l North Carolina Baptists to accept

thelr type of‘vital, personal rellgion,
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Chapter Two

THE PRESBYTERIAN PEHASE

While the Bapbtists were carrying on bthelr work, the
frontiler was beiné setblsad and pushed wesbt®ard by the
great migration of the aggreésive Scotch=Irish, who wars
also 5o be important agents of the Awakening in North -
Caroclina., The advance guard of thess pegple reaéhed
-North Carolina in,l?Sé, when land spsculator, Henry
. MeCulloch, induced a colony to come directly frod Ulster
and settle on hls grants In Tew Aanover and Duplin Counties
in the southeastern part of the prﬁvincé; However, the
greatast influx of Scotch-Ipish was frow the Middle Colonles,
into which thﬁ#sands of them were pouring every year‘frﬁm
Eurcpe. As Pennsylvaﬁia became crowdsed, whole neighborhoods
pleked up and set oub down the Great Valley of Vieginia for
the cheap end fertlls lands on the southern frontlsr,
They spread flrst 6var‘0range County,'and in 1740 WBré
beginning to Till ﬁp the unoccupied frontier between the
Yadkln and the Catawhs. A secondary.straam 1ahded at
_ Charleston and pushed uwp the river valleys into the Norith
Carolina back-country. As rapildly ss tha country was
peopled, Presbyterian congregations were organized and

calls wers sent back to the Kiddle Cclonilss for_ministars.l
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Another group of Presbyterian setblers wors Seotech
Highlanders in the Gaps Fear Valley west of the Duplin
settlemsnts., The first group appeared in 1759, but the
moveﬁenﬁ 314 not really get under way untll after the
Battle of Culloden in 174%,_When the defsated were forcad
to emigrate, and the Highlands wers resduced tp:a state of
extreme poverty. Shiploads of Highlanders‘cﬁntinued o
arrive in the provinpe right up to l??é.g

At this polnt, it is necessérg to 100k at the swoap
of thé Great Awakenlng through the ﬁiddlé Gclgﬂies, under
the leadership of Gllbert Tonnent and a group.of men who
were mostly memﬁers.of New Brunawiek Preabytery, and who
had.k@en propared for thé‘ministry at the elder William
Tenndf's Log Collsge at Neshaminy, Pennsylvanis, These
ﬁew Side'men‘emphasiéed'the nead for a genulnse religlous
exporience, of an emotional nature, and inslsted that,
for pasbhors, this was a mors Imporiant quaiification than a.
conventional formal education, Thelr oppon@nts-Criticized
their revival meshods and the "manifestatlons® they produced,
and insisbted thaet ministers should be trained at a Hew |
England or Eurocpean college aﬁd adhers formally to the
ereed, The controversy caused a schlsm In the Synod éf
Philadalﬁhi&, the highest court of Americaa Preshyﬁeri&nism,
in 1741, and in 1745 the ravivalists organized thelr own
Synod of New York, The powerful vresching of Whitefisld
was arrayed on their side, and, with the sweep of the

Awskening through the colonies, they were soon outdistancing
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the conservativas.o

Most of the settlers on the North Carolina frontier at
this periled came from this background of religiocus excltement
iIn the Middle Colonies, The Awakenlng was carried on fo
them, in their new'homes, by tﬁe itinerating evangelists
of the New Side Synod, However, there wers, alsb; s ome
01d Side adherents amsnglthe baw residents in Carolina,
and some preachers ware sent oub Lo Lhem by the conservatiﬁe
Synod. of Philédblphia. The 01d 51lde and the New Side
missionary schtivitias will be described in bSurn.

In 1744'the Synod of Philadelphﬁi rescelved a petition.
from soms of the 0ld Side people in Carolina %to take note
of thelr desolate state, Accordingly, the Synod appolintsd
. John Thomson, one of thelr most prominent 1eéders and most
acﬁive milssionaries, to correspond with tham.4 Thomson
had tesm come over from Ireland in 1?15, and had veen on®
of the most outspoken of the Cld Siders-in the controversy
that led up to the schism, It was his insistence in 172V
on é 1iteral subscription by ministers to the Westminster
Confeszion, Gthat 1éd two years 1ater %o the compromise
Adopting Aech, and finally to the split inm 1741. 1In 1738 he
had travelled to the backcounﬁry of Virginia as an itlnerant,
and in 1744 moved there so éé to better carry on misslonary
Operétions. ‘In that year he visited the North Carolina

frontier, in response to the pstitlon bto Synod. In 17581
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he again visited the settlements, and shortly thereafter
settled hlmself -In the bounds of Centre Congregation, on
the Catawba, where he died In 1753.5

The next 0ld Side itinerant, of whom we have record,
Samuel Black moved to Virglnia t§ join Thomson and John
Craig in the work on the frontier, Ho seéms to have vislted
the churches in Orahge Géunty, and in l?sllthere is record
of instructions for him to qupply Buffalc and adjacenﬁ
congreéatlons in noruhern Rowan.

in 1783, 1755, 1755, and 1757 the Synocd ordered certaln
members to go and preach on tha Carolina frontler, It is
probable that the 1755 appointments were not fllled because
of the Indian outbreaks, and, as we have no record of any
of the missions being.accémplished, it seems unlikely that
many 01d Side pﬁaaehars aver gdﬁ shere. However, there
soems to have been some dlssension between the 0l1d Side
and New Side partles in the province, gince in 1756 the
Synod récommended to the mlsslonary appointed that year
", ..and all such as may be sent by us to supply theée
distant pa_rts, to study in all their public adminlstrations
and private conversabtions, %o promots peace and unity
among the socletiss, to avoid ‘whatever may tend to foment
divisions and party spirilt; and to trsab every minlster of
“the gospel from the Synod of New York, of the llke prineiples
~and pesceful temper, in a brotherly manrer, as we desire %o

" promote true religion and not party designs., And the Syned
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rgsolve to sand g copy of thesa igstructions To our brethfen
of the Synad of New York, hﬁping that they will recommend
the 1ike conduck o any they send bhither."S Tn 1758 the
union of 0ld Side and New Side took place, and further
misslionary operations wera,carriéd on by the united Syned,
The New 3ide party wag much more actlve and successful

in its atbtempts o reach the destitute congregztions on the
southern frontier. The first of the New Lighﬁs to visit
Torth Carolina was Gecrge Wnitefield himself in 1740, The
great English evangollst was probably thes most powerful
preacher of the elghteenth century) emd he passed through
the coastal reglonm of the provinee six times, in the coursse
of ovsrland trips betwéen Gsorgla and the Middle Colonles,
On the first visit, he spent nearly twe weeks In North
Garolina. AL the hamlet of Bath he preached to a huﬁdred
people, though the usual congrégation was gcarcely twenty.
A%t New Bern he attendsd the Christmas Day service 1in the
Estabiished Church and was appalled at the Indifference
dispiayed. "T cried migﬁtily to the Lord iﬁ my secred
dovotions, and in the afternoon when I read prayers and
presched, he was pleésed~to show t;&t he had heard me, for
‘I,scarce knew when we had a moré vigible manifestation of
the Divine Praseﬁca ¢ inge our ecoming into America. The
people were uncommonly attentive,-mbs%\melted into téérs,
and showed what a great impression the Word made upon Lheilr

heartg=-=-1 myself was much carried ocut. I felt the power of
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God come wpon me, and I spoke with demonstratlon of the
kSpirif to the hearers! soul§.--After the sermon, & poor
- woman, wWith a heart fﬁll of econcern, ran to me, desiring
me that I would come and preach where she lived; anotheor
told me I héd given him a homs stroke; and indsed all,
T velieve, felk an unusual effect upon théir miﬁdg..,I‘
really belisve, Qhenever the Gospel is preached in these
‘parts with_power; 1t will be' remarkably bless'd. I have
scarcely heard of one faithful minisser sént over amongst
them," THe also presched at Newtown, on the Cape Foar,
where he found a number of bthe Sca%eh, rewly arrived in
America.g

The next trip was in the spriﬁg of 1?4%, but, "In
‘North Carollns, where I stayed too short a time, little
Wa s done.”lo When he returned the next year, he was appalle
sd that "These soubhern colonles lie in darkness, and yesb,
so far as I‘find, apo as Willing to recelve the Goépal as
others." THe promised to return to Novth Carolina in the
fall of the'sa@e year, and srrived in October, and spent
two weeks "at my old delightful work, 'ealllng poor sinners
to repantance.!“lg His letbers ﬁell us that he found
*unting after sinners in the North Caroline woods” to be
a8 pleasant occupation.15 There was an abundance of unsaved
souls “in theze unculblvated ung@spelized aesartsfﬁ.People

hear ms with greabt attemtion, and I ftrust ere long nows will

be heard in heaven, that scme North Carolina sinners are
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born of God. I stayed but a short time in Virginia and
Maryland that I might give‘ﬁhis province the more time.“l4
. Elsewhers, local ministers had caught the spark of
the awskening from Whikefleld, and great revivals had
occurred. In the ﬁorth Garolina‘coasﬁal region, where the
pecple had had préctieally no religious instruction, exceph
for the oeccasicnal and indifferent ministrations of the
Established clergy, Whitefleld's preachiﬁg preduced nd
awakening and ne apprsciable lasting effect, Omne wonders
what the result might'have'been, if he had made his
journeys farther inland, Where the Baptis®t had been more
active, and whers the theroughly religious Scobtch and
Scbheh-Irish were settling,
By the time Whiteflsld raturﬂed‘to the province in
the fall and Spran of 1764 and 1765, tha}Aﬁagening had long
since swept through the upcountry, and, only theh, spraad
from there to the coast, where.he,now found feligi@us
conditions greatly changed. Mat Newbern lasst Sunday good
impregsions were made.15 Several gentlemen after sermon
escorted me oub of Lown. Froﬁ that place to this, I have
met what they call New Lights almost every stage. At
Loclowood's Folly (an unlikely place &as Rome 1ltself) there
is t0 be a general rendexocus of thenm. This 1s grace
indeed. I am to cell tomorrow on & wealthy planter thatb

seams to laad the van, There I shall enquire more parti-

culars. I have the names of six or eight of thelr




preachars. This, with every other place; be;ng open anad
exceodingly desirous to hear the gospel, makes me almost
determine to come back eafly in the spring. Surely the
Londoners, who ars fed to the full, will not envy the
poor souls in these parts, who scarcely know the right
hand from the laft.“16 He did return in the spring, and,
,ét the reéuasi of the mayor and 1eading citizans, preached
at Wilmington.lf

The firat.of the Presbyberlar New Light itinerants,
William Robinspn, was sent‘out by the Presbytery of New
Brunswick in 1742, three years before the Synod of YNew
York was organized. Roblnson was born in England, and,
on coming'to Amaricé, began teaching school in New
Jersey within the bounds of New Brunswlck Presbytery,
the ssorm center of the Great Awakening. ﬁere_he Was
convarted snd attendsd William Tennent's Log College,
thejﬁursery of the New Lights and forerunner of Prince-
ton. He was licsnsed In 1741y and set oub the next ysar
to 6arry the Awakening of the southern frontler. He
ﬁaﬁseaf do@n the Valley of Virginia, prsaching along the
way, and then recrossed the mbuntalns and entered North
Carolina, Here he viéitéd the churches slong the edge
of the frphtiig, thrﬁugh Orange Gounty, and to the

Peedes River. Probably he also reached the Presbyter-

ian\settlements in Duplin and New Hanover. Samusl
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bavies, the lsader of %the Awakening in Vifgimia, tells'
of the lsbors of the first minister to penetrate so far
into the wilderness. "y underwent great hardships in
Carolina, without mueh success, bY reason of the few-':'
ness of the inhabitants at that time; who were generally
such unculbivated savages, that there was little prospect
of doing them much service without continuilng a long
" bime among them to hteach them the first rudiments of
Christianity: and so scattered, that but very few of
them cculd convens in ©Ona place ﬁo hear.," al

The Peedee was practically the limit of sektlement
at that tims, and the hardshlps Robinson underwent per-
manently undarmihed his health. On his reburn northward
through Virginis, he vislited Hanover County, where he
found 1n prograss & remarkable spontanecus revivael,
which was to come to full fvuition under Samuel Davles
and be felt oven in Nortb Carolina Robinson settled
in Maryland, where he promoted a successful revival in
1745, vut he was unable to shake off the poor heal§h
which resulted from his Nerth Carolina experience, and
he died the following_year.zo

The ravival whilch Robinson had come upon in Virginia
greatly spurred New Side misslonary activitiss in the
South. The Synod of New York sent 1ts leading minilsters
from Sime to time to work in this promising fleld, and

in 1748 Samuvel Davies arrlved in Hanover County, o




serve as a regular pastor until his call to the presi-
dency of Princeton 1n 1758, He was one cof the great
. : ceatury
preachers of eighteentthresbyterianism. He travelled
indefatigebly over Virginia, snd sven into North Carolina,
‘pfeolaiming the new vitael rellgion everywhere he went.
By his agency; %he influenae.of the Great Awekening was
spread over the entlre area, and fromthils time on, the
New Side was to be predominant in the Southern colonies.21
It 1s provable that many of thé ministers sant
after 1745 to pneach in the Virginia field penstrated
into North Carollna, especlally 5o the Presbybsrian com-
munities in Orange and Granville Counbties, near %the
Virginia line. In 1748 one of the regularly sebtled
New Side pastors in Virginla preached in ths settlemente
on the Catawba,.and merriod ther'a.gz n 1751 Davies
himsélf entered the province and delli¥ersed sermons
along the Hoanoke;z3 ‘it is unlikely that this was the
only time his wide itlnerations carrled him into Korth
Carolina. | '
writing in 1751 of Reblnson's work on the frontier,
Davies seid, "The case 1s indeed happily altered there
since that time, as the inhablbfents are vastly more
numeroﬁs, and some "perscns that had a religlous éducation
are settied among theﬁ. A new congregéﬁion, 1 think
upon Pee-dee River, sent & pebition to me last year to

be presented to New Castle Presbytery for a minlster,
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subseribed by mors’ than a hundred persons, chiefly heads
of families; and one of my correspondents there informe
me, that fhey are very sufficlent to maintain a minlsbter.
Our Prasbytéry appointed Mr.vJameé ?1n1ey'to vigit them,
but by indispesltion he was prevented; so that they have
lain wholly destitute hitherto, and are like to do 80,
uniess they can obtain some foreign assiatance, besides
what our Presbytery can afford them. Besides this, I
hwear of sundyy other places in MNorth Carolina, that are
ripening very fast for the gospel: #nd ohi that the Lord
would ngggg forth laboursrs infa that pert of his har-
vest, for I am afraid but few will go thithef, 511l
they are thrust and constrained by an irresistible zeal,
and a providentiai goncurrence of cix‘cumsﬁances.“g4

l.By the 1750's congregatlons in North Carclina were
making regular appeals to the Synod of Few York, and the
Synod was sending itinerants almost every year.25 One of
the two men sent in 1754 got as far as the limiss of
settlement‘in South Carolina, at the forks of the Broad
snd Saluda Rivers, whers only six familles were living,
all of whom were driven oubt when Indian hostilities
started the nex?b year.26 The 1755 assignments were not
£i11ed because of Braddeck!s defeat and the fndian

27

danger.

At the same time that the Synod of New York was

" providing for missionary work In the South, seme of 1%ts
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presbyteries were busilﬁ erignged in the same enterpriée,
though, through:thé loss of records, we Xnow 1@55 about
the men they sent oub. In 1755 the Presbytery of New
Brunswick reported that fourtsen congregations in North
Carolina were looking to them for ministerial supplies.gs
In the same year the Pré;bytery licensea‘énd'sent
te the South one of the most affagtiva of all the itiner~
ants, Hugh McAden, whoss journalgw & an important source
of informetion as to‘nﬂiigious conditions on the farolina
frontier. He was & thorough-going New Sider, having besn
graduated from Princeton in 17563, in the days of 1ifs
infaney as a child of the Awekening. He took hls theologl-.
cal tralning at the famous school at Fagg's Manor under
John Blair, himself a product of the Log College and later
& professor at Frincéton.og
McAden was not turned back by the news of Braddock's
defeat and the Imdlen incursions, as wers Synod's wmilssion-
arles. He had made his way down into the Great Vallej of
Virginia, preaching as he went. "Here it was I recéived
the ﬁost melancholy news of the entire defeat of our arny
by the French in .Ohio, the General killed, numbers of
the inferior offlcers, and the whole artillery taken.
This together with the freguent account of fresh murders

being daily committed upon the frontiers, struck terror

to evory heart. A cold shuddering possessed overy .
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breast, and paleness covered almost avery face; In short,
the whole inhabitants were put iInto an univarsal‘confusion.
Scardely any man durst sleep in his own house~-tut all met
in companles with their wives and children, and set about
building 1ibtle fortiflcations, So defend bhemselves from
such barbarous and inhuman‘enemiﬁs, whom they concluded.
would be let 1lovose upon them at pleasure...Il resolved

to prosecute my journey, come what will, with =ame degree
of denendence on the Lord for his divine probesctlion and
support, that I might be enabled to glorify him in all
things, whether in 1life or In deatlh, though not so sensi-
ble as I could wish for and earnestly desiréd.“

The Valley people provided him with a guard for
'croesiﬁg the.mountains to Piedmont Virginia, théough
which he could maks his way in greater safeby %o the
quletsr frontiers of North Garolina. When he reached
hils destination; he found & numbsr of regularly organ-
1zed Presbyterisn congregatilons, all without pastors,
and a few meeting houses, though most of his preaching
was done in privase homes or the opan air. Much of the
country through which he paséed was 1n the throes of the
great Séparate paptist revival. The dissension which
he found bshtween the Presbyterians znd Baptists on the
Yadkin has already been descrived. The Presbyterilan
insistenCe on sn sducated ministry was making 1t 4if-

'ficult; in some piacesi for them to hold thelr own,
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without minisbters, agalnst the impasaibned svangelism of
the snthusiastlc Separates, o

licAden preached. first in the Granville and Orange
County areas, and then moved‘on to the southwsest to the
congregations on tha Yadkln (Pee Dae ) and Catawba. He
and two companions crossed the thQWEa,-and, passing
through the iands of the Catawba Indians, who gave them
s ome trouble, reached thelfrontier sottlements of South
Carolina along the Broad River. Returning to the
Catawba, he was urged 5o remaln as minister for Cathey's
and Roeky River €&hurches, but Old 5ide sdherents caused
s ome %E;égi;?cghd he decided that 1t was inadvissble.
It-wiil be remembered that it was In the following year
that the Synod of Philadelphis Ilnstructed 1its itinerants
to work for peace and unlty in trefrontler ccngregations,
20 that'it can be inferredlthat differences carried to
the frontisr by setilers from the Middlse Coloniss werse

at11l causing dlssension and bitterness.

From the Catawba, Mciden movad down into the
Highlander communitles along the Cape Fear, and from
there,on to the Scotch-irish congfegatioms in Duplin
and New Hénover, which adnstituted the oldest Scobeh-
Irish area in the—province. Here he was recsived so -~
cordizlly that he was soon 5o return as their regular

minister. Having btravelled and preached through an




50

entire summer and winter, he raturned northward through
Orange and Granville back %o Pepnsylvania.

snother important o vent w-ich occurred in 1755 was
the organization of Hanover Presbytery by the Syned of
New York,qupon pstition of = slx New side miniaters in
Virginia.Ul The new presbytery was the first‘in the
south,-and immediately embarked on an extenzlve program
of itinsration through bthe North Carolina congregations

In the meantlime, thé Synod of New York contilnued
to recelve pgtitioﬁs for preachers from North Carolins,
and to abttempt %o supply the destitute congregatlons,
Assgsigrments to ltineration Warermade avery year, bub
there iz no record of how many of the sssignments were
carried out. In 1758 the two rivallsynods united as
the Synod of New York and philadelpnia, with New side
men in the ascendancy, and it appears that f rom this
time on, several of Synod's missionaries were in the
fiold every year, 1in additlon to those of Hanover
Presbytery.SQ |

In 1764 the Synod sent two ministers fo Horth
Carclina to%orm socisties, help them in adjusting
. their bounds, 2; ordain elders, administer sealing
ordinances, instruct the people in dlscipline, and
fipnally direct them In thelir after conduet, parti-

eularly in what manner they shall prﬁceed t o obtaln




the stated minilstry, and whatever else may appsar uséful
or necessary for those churches and the future sebile-
‘ment of the gospel ameng them. A4nd elso, thab they
assure those people whersver they go, that this Synod
has their interest much at heart, and will neglect no
opportunities of affordihg them propsr Candidateé and
supplies to tha'utmostiof our powér."s

‘This mizsion marked =2 significant transition for
North Garolina.Eresbyterians, from struggling frontier
sattlements, &epenalng for preaching on 000&3103&1
itinerants from the far-off northern synods and pres-
byterles, %o regularly organized Bresbyterian churches
-withr*he standard form of church government, with
regulay congregdtlonal bounds, and with regulprly
called and ordained ministurs settllng among hhem.
The LranSLtion was completed by the organizatien in
1770 of Orange Presbytery, with a membership of the
seven preachers in North Carolina, end including forty
or fifty congregatlons, with some 2,000 memberé.54

Tne zeal of the tireless itinersnts had pub the
stamp of the Awakéning_On North Carclina Eresbyterianism,
and had established 1t on a fivm basis. These men had
left the security and pr¢3tige of .sobtlsd pastorates
in the ﬁOPthern states, %o travel for many menths and

hundreds of arduous miles, often through the wildermness,
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in order to caryy the new heart religlon to the desti-
tute congregations on the edge of the advancing frontier.

The results of thair work are seen in the subseuant

vigor of the churches they g erved.

The seeds planted by the militent itinerants were
prought to fruition by & 1ithls group of equally mill-
tant maen who were the first sebttled ministeré.of the
Torth Carolina Presbhyhopian churéhes. The three
ploneers, Jaﬁes Gampbell, Hugh Mciden, and Alexander
graighead, all moved to the province soon after 1758,

James Campbell was 2 nablve of Scobland. He
came Lo Ameriﬁa in 1730, and %00k a congregation 1n
Pannsylvania. In 1739, during the growing rellglous
eicitament which preceded Whitefleld's visit, he becamd
convinced that he had nob had‘the tpuly vital religiéus
experience which, under the influsncs of the Awsksning,
he had decided was necessary. FoOr sgvaral monhns he'.
d1ld not feel that he was qualifiéd to preach. AD
interview with Whitefield finally gave him the con-
viction which he nesded, end he becams &n enthusiastic
promoter of the revival, In 1757 he went &0 North

carolina and took up resldence as the minister of the

_Gae%ﬁic-spaaking Highland Scobeh of the Cape Fear

valley. Thelr 1aﬂguage t1solatsd them from the Influences
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which operated on the rest Of-the profince, but under
the leadership of Campbell, thelr churches grew, and
they exparienced as vigorous a revival és any of ths
othor congregations. From 1770 50 1773 he was assisted
bf Jonhn Nelsod ffom Scotland, bub for the rest of the
time, up to his death In 1781, he suppllsed by nimsalf
the'heeds of & steaéily growing number of Scobch
commmnities, through fthe whole length of the Caps Fear
Valley;35 _ |
' The ohbher Presbyfarians in the eoastern part of
the province, the Scotch;lrish of Duplin snd Yew Hamover,
obtained Hugh lesden as thelr paéter. They had re-
caiﬁéd him hospitably on his missionary journeﬁ in
1755, and when they put in a call for his pastﬁral
services two yeabs labter, he accepted. In 1788 his
health was failing, and, believing it %o be due o the
;iimate of the 1owacountry, he accepted a éall from
thfae of the congrag&tions in Orange Gouhty.56 Ten
previcucly :
years TEETTs,hs had 1aid befors the Presbytery the
conéern he had felt for these psople since his wvisit
to them in 1755, "giving & moving repressntation of
their difficuities."sq Taese Prosbyberian communities
had existed since 1738 or 1740, aﬁd had had only the

oceasional preaching of 1tinerants. MNchden gerved here

until hie death in 1781, becoming & charbter mqmber_of
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Orange Prrsbytery in 1770. ."He visited with his eiders
once & year, all the families In his coungregations,--
and he would éxhort and pray with them during his
stay. He would collect all his congregatlions once a
vaar at his churches, and hold an examination of
thoge present. He administered ths sacrament at sach
of his churches twice every year. Ha spent his l1lifs
in attempting ‘to con#ince all of thelr sins, and in
rendsring happy bhose who wéée members of hls congraga-
_timf;s.“:5 |
lexander Cralghead, the plonser: Présbybterian
minister beyond the Yadkin, had had a stormy carser in
ﬁhé Middle Colioniss. Ehh%%;e%he most’ extreme membsr
of the New Sida rarty, and his troublss with his 01d
Side brethren wors the ilmmediabe cause which led up
to'the sehilsm in 1741, When the revival had begun
to spread, the New Side men had felt callsd upon to
‘carry it to pocopls everywherse. In so doing; they
frequently preached in thse éongregations of ministers
who opposed the revival, usually with, bubt sometlmes
without, thelr reluctant consent.ﬁg lost of the New
Jide men were concentrated in the completely Few Side
Prgsbytery of New Brunswick in New Jersey. Butb
Craighead's presbytary, Donegai,.on the frontler of

Pennsylwvania, had only ona other New Side man besides




himself. I% was inevitabla- that these two men should
comeé into confiict wlth Presbjtary. I5 began when they
refused %o athtend meetings of rresbybery, on the grounds
that Presbysery was ordaining minisbters withoub exanining
them thc;oughly on their adherence %50 heart_religion.éo
The matter came to a head when a member of another
presbytery ‘complained t o the Presbyftery of Donegal that
¢reighead had been preaching in his congregation withouﬁ
his pérmiSSion. When the Presbytery met, amid greab
excikament, abt Cralighead's churéh, to considéf the
charges, the members of the cbﬁgregation apuged them
so, that they had %o adjourn o anothaf place. Crelg-
head had just been preaching on the text,~”iﬁt them
alone, they be vlind leaders of the blind," after which
the church members had adjourned tce an oubtdoor pxeaching
platform, wherse David flexander and Samuel Finley, later
President of Princston, had read a paper defendlng
Craighead and attacklng the coldness and oppositionm to
the revival}%% the 014 Side membersAof the Prsshytery.
The next day, Cralghead, Alexandar,’and Finley entered
© the meebing of Presbyltery aﬁd r?aﬁ thes papsr, whereupon .
Prasbytery suspended Craighead.?1 He denisd theilr
authority %o do so, and continmued to itinerats,accom-
panying Whitefisld through Chester County in 1740.42-

The dispubts was carrled to the 1741 meeting of

gynod, where all the matters at lasus vetwsen ths two




parties eéma to a head under the Questi@n of whether
Oraighead should be seated as a membef; No declsion
was reached after thres days of depate, and tﬁe Synod
adjourned over Sunday. On Mohdaj morning a group of
01d 3ide ministers broughﬁ in a statamént which sum-
marized their complaints apalnst the NeW'Sidé men, and
then went on to deny them.thé right 5o sit s members
of the Syncd. Complete turmcillsnsued, and when 1t
‘was found that the Old Slde had a bars majorlity, the
New Siders witndpew and organized themselves Independent-
ly.43 In 1745 the Presbytary of New York, after abtbenmph-
ing tomsdlate the disputls, jolned wit% the Few Side,
and the Synod of New York was formed.4* |

Craighead cooperatad at'first with thes New 3ide
men, bgt he was primzrily a Csmeronlan, Or &n éxtreme
adherent of the old Scottish cﬁmﬁanants, antered into
by the Presbyterisns, and binding them by a solemn
foaﬁh to defend the true Reformed religion againsﬁ any
interference by elther eccleéiastical courts or the
'stata. Ons of the grounds of complaint against him
in 1740 had*beeﬁ that he requirsd members ﬁf his
congregation to subscribe to the cuwenmant. In 1741
he withdrew from the New Side Presbybtery, after he had
failed tolperiﬁﬁdé them to revive the-Solaﬁn League

and Covenant. ' !




In 1743 a paper he issued was complained of by
one of hia Mﬁjesty's justlces for wancastor County,
in a message to the 3ynod of Phlladelphia. The Synod,
of course, disowned the paper, declaring it full of '
"tprgason, seditlon, and digtraction, and grisvous por-
verting of tha sacred oraclas, to the ruin of all
gsocletles and civil government, and directly and
diametrically opposite to our religious princlples;“
they furfher gtoted that they detssted it, and with 1%,
"g1l princlples and practices that tend to deatroy
civil snd religious rights of mankind,‘or to foment
or sncourage sedibtion or‘diésaﬁisfaction with the
civil government that we are now under, or rebelllon,
treason, or any $hring that is disloyal.“46 Tharsafore,
" fprom the very first, C:aighead was consplcuous asAa
‘retel, not only against rellgious orthodoxy and cold-
ﬁess, but slso against both chureh and clvil authowity.
six or eight years after this, he moved to the

frontier of virginia, where he had more fresdo@ £0
proach and act as he pleased.  He jpin@d Newcastle
Presbytery, and in 1755 was & charter member of Hanover

Presbytery. After Braddock's defeat in 1755, he and
most of his congregatlon wore driven LY the Indian -

danger from their exposed posltion on the COWpasture

River in th@ Great Valley. Retfaating across the
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51mountains, they turned southward énd sought new hbmes
in the valley of the Catawba, on tﬁq quleter frontier
 of North Carolina, which was just begiuning to bs set-
tiéd.47 In the journal of his 1755 trip, Mciden tells
how, south of the Yadkin, he "came up with a large
company of men, women, and .children who had fled for
their liwes from the Cow or Calf pastufé in Virginia;
from whom I recoived the melancholy.account, that the
Indians are still doing a great deal of mlschief in
those parts, by murdering and destroying several of the
inhabitants, and banishing the rest from their houses
and 1iv1ﬁgs, whereby they are forced to fly into deéert
places.”48 '

Craighead had aAfree hand‘in_his'néw home;\far-
from officials, divil‘qr ecclesiastical. Seven churches
were fatherad'by;him, and ﬁhe principles of opposition |
to authority whi@h he implantad in them, are to be seen
in the 1eadershi§ which this section exerclsed in the |
Revolutlon.49 He died in 1766, but the evangelilstic
fervor of his preaching was carried on by éuqcessors
who grew up In his congregabions., | |

. Orie of thesa‘was Jossph Alex@nder, son of ona of
the most influentilal families in the community, and one
the few young men on tne frontisr at the time who

"

racelived & college oducation. The ministers were “*w




the most influential lsaders in the frontler Scotch-
Irish commuﬁiﬁies, and 1t was for the purpose of
eduéating them that the Presbyterians were so actlve
in establishing colleges. Alexanéer was graduabed
from Prinseton in 1760, and in 1767 was llcensed by
New‘éastle Presbytery and installed as Craighead's
successor. He 1s dascribed'as_am animated and powsr-
fui preschar, and served the OOmmuﬁity until his re-
moﬁal to South Carolina in 1773.50

Hszekiaﬁ Balch also grew up under Craighead's
preaching. He was born in Marylaﬁd and moved with
his family to North Carolina, where they joinéd one
of Craighead!s congragations. Graduating from
Princeton in 1766, he was ordained 1in 1770 as an
evangelist on the frontier of North Carolina, whers
he preached until 1784, when he removed to Tennasses,
and became one of the pilonaer ministers west of thel
Alleghanies. "His preaching was evangelical, heafty,
‘and impressive," in the Craighead tradition.51

Thus, by 1760, thers were thrée regularly seb-
tled Presbyterian pastors in the province: one in the
southeastern Scobch-Irish communlties, one among the'
Cape Fear Highlanders, snd one in the congregations
on the Catawba. The addition of David Caldwell,

James Criswell, and Henry Patillo, within the next

28
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few years, brought a minister within the reach of almost
every Presbyteriah neighborhood.

David Caldwell, the son of a well-to-do farmer in
Tancaster County, Pennsylvanisa, had worked as & car-
penter until %the agelof tWGnty=five, when he experlenced
gonversion. Deciding %o ﬁecome & bpeacher, he per-
suaded ﬁis thres brothers to help him finance hls edu-
catien; in returﬁ for nis relinquishing to them his
share of their father'!s estate. He had had 1little
schooling, so; to prepare himself for college, he en-
rollsd in the academy btaught by Revarend Robert.Smith,
father of the eminent avangellists, John Blair Smith
-and Samusl Stanhope Smith. After teaching school for
a year, he entered Princeton and graduated in 1761,
the year of President Davies' death, He:then taught
at Cape May in New Brunswick Presbytery, in order to
éupport himself while studyling theology with neighbor-
ing ministers. After a year of this, he reburned Lo
Princeton, 28 & tutor In languages, wﬁere ne completed
his theological tfaining.E2 |

| New Brunswick Presbybtery licensed Caldwell in
1765, and sent him the next year as & missionary fo
North Carolina. He seems bto haveklocated in the

province soon after, since he was dismissed to Hanover

Presbytery in 1765, though he was nob formally ordained
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to & specific pastorate until 1768. His churcﬁes
were Buffaleo in northern Rowan (soon to be set off as
.Gﬁilforﬁ) Coﬁnty, and Alamgnce in wesbern Orange
- County. Many members of thesa céngregaﬁions hed .
recently migfated‘from lancastér.County in Pennsyl-
vania, where they had known Caldwell. Despite the
fact that the members of Buffslo were predominantly
01d Side and the members of Alémance predominanﬁlyﬂ
Rew Slde, he was able to sarve to the satisfactlon
of both until his retiremenﬁ four years before hlé
death in'1824.55

Caldwell was a ramarksbly versatile man. He
bought a farm shortly after coming to Carolina, and
_supsrintended it for the rest of his 1ife.5éwﬁen he
. first settled in the comrunity, the people were ab~
solutely without any kind of medlecal care. Deter-a
mining to make up the deficlency himself, he sent
for soms medical books, and weas engaged in studying
them, when a young physician arrlved, an& was induced
to settla in the community. However, he soon became
siek and dled, and Caldwsll took over his books and
instruments, and thereafter assuwmed ths'reﬁponsibili
ity for the physical, as well as the spiritual welfare

of his congregations. e was & lifetime correspondent

and intimate of the celebrated Benjamin Rush, who had
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been 1n the preceding class at Princeton, and through
him kept up with the latest sdvances in the infant
field of professional medicine.55
In éddition, he wag an oubstanding political
lgader in the proﬁince, representing the county in
the Halifax Gongress, which drafted the State Consti-
. tubion, and in the convention called to considef the
ratificaﬁion of the Federal Constibution. His activ-
ities 1n %the Revolutibn and hls great achievements 1n
_ education will be described at some length in a later
gection, Wheh the Universiiy 'of NQrth Carolina was
organized, he was the flrst person conéidered for the
presidency, and was one of the flrst to be granted an
hoﬁorary degrea, that of Doctor of Dlvinity, by bthe
{nstiktution. A1l of these things wefe, of course,
supplementary to his primery task, the spreading of
,%ital religion, He was fervent in preaching, zealous
in promoting the s?ifitual wolfare of his congregations,
and a leader in every revival that occurred 1ln North
Carolina duriﬁg the period of his pa3uorate.56Dr.
oubstandiag
Galdwell was Cerudlﬁly one of the k&&&:ng men of the
province and state in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centurles.

0f James Creswell, we know 1=ss than we do of

any of the other pioneer preachers. He Wwas ordained
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in 1765, and hls field of work was in Grénville County
on the Viréinia line. This area had baen largely
settled‘by paopls from Virginia, and hls thres churches
had'grOWD out of conversions by Samusl Davies and his
co-laborers in the great Virginia revival of the forbies
and early fifties. Here Creswell served until his death
in 1778.57

Henry Patillo was born into a roligious famlily
in Scobtland in 1726, and at the age of nine was brought
to America by his brother. Upon settling in Virginla
and becomiﬁg a merchant's clérk, ﬁe began to be con-
scious of the fact that he was succunblng to btempta-
tions, as a result of hls removal from religlous in-
fluences.ssﬂe jeft the merchant and Began heaching
gschool, but his religlous reflections vothered him
more and wmore. He records that, "On the cOmmissiﬁn
of gin, affer I conceived the Almighty had partly
forgét it, or his anger somewhab abatad, T would go
and confess it with many tears, and thus got some case
~=gncompassing myself with sparks of my own kindliné.
But I was taught by & book I got about this time, that
I must go farther yet, and enter into special covenant
with god. Well, after this, I felt pretly secure, t111,
by the kind providence of god, I was brought into a

congregation of Presbyterlans, where I had good books




63

‘ : , 59
and preaching pretty frequently." Patillo's exper-

iences at thils tlime sre typlcal of what was called,
ir those days, experimental religion, thq‘religion
of the Awakenlng, which emphaslized the perscnal
rolation of the individual with God, ag opposed to
mere formal-adheréﬂca to proper doctrine and moral
conduct, Those sxperlences .cccurred 1n the early
forties, when the Awakening was Just feaching’Vir—

ginia, and he doubtless heard the preaching of some

of the best men of the Wew S1de party, on itineration

from the Middle Colonies.

His inward struggles coentinued, and he moved
his teaching activitles te anothsr congregation.
"Here, by what means I cannof teil, it belng so grad-
uél, I got such astonishing vlews of the methed of |

salvation, and of the glorious MNedlator; such swesetbt-

- ness 1n the duties of religion; such a love to the

ways of God; such an enfire resignation %o and acqui-

gscence 1n the divine will; such.a sincere deslire to

see men religious, and endeavor to make these so with
whom I convarsed, that after all my base ingratitude,
dreadful vackslidings, broken vows, freguent commission

of sin, loss of fervor, and frequently lifeless dutles

since that time, I must, to the eternal prsise of

boundless free grace, esteem it a work of the Holy
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Spirit, and the finger of God." He then relates how

he went on in this happy state ﬁof a joar end a half,
Vénd began to exhort and persuade people with whom he
came In contact, in order to bring them into such an
experience themselves, "I can boast of but little

success in these endeavors, yet uwy feeble attenpts

{

produced 1n me an indeseriballe desire of dec¢lering
the same to all mankind ﬁo whom I had access; and as
T could not do this in a private station, I was power-
fully influenced to apply Lo léarning in order %o be
qualified to do if% publiely."61

About thls time, he came in contaet with John
Thomson, the 01d Side missionary in Virginila and North
Carolina, and mede arrangements with him to go to
Pennsylv#nia for his theological training., He actually
started north, but was seired with an attack‘of pleur-
isy, and had to turn back. Shortly afterwards, in 1751,
he met Samuel Davies, who was on & preaching tour along
the Roanoke, end immediately arranged to move to Davies!
“home 1n Hanover Oounty, Virginia and to study under h;m.
He was ﬁare until 1753, when Davies went to Burope with
gilbert Tennent on a fund raising trip for Princeton
College, and agaln, after Davles' returm, from 1755 to
1757.62

During this time, he kept a jJournal in which

he recorded his religious state, much in the manner of
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Jonathen Edwards' famous Diary. This daily concern
Wwith She sbate of one's soul, charactaristic of the
Awakened everywhere, comes oubt 1n the reasons Patillo
gives for keeping & journal: "1st (the beginning of
the sentence 1is missing)%-my growth or decay in the
divine 1ife, and thes the blessing of God be actuatsed
sccordingly. 2dly, I shall thereby more accurately
obgerva the workings of wy own heart, and the methéda
the Lord may take for wmy reclamatlion in my strayings
from him. 3dly, This may, through the divirs vlessing,
have a tendency to promote my watehfulness and diligenée;
sgaing I shall have a dally senﬁence against myeelf
constantly before me, which I hope may tend to promote
my humiliation, 4%hly, By observing the dealings of
" god with myself, I may be the betbter enabled to deal
with others, espeéially if the Lord shall carry me
through learning, and call me to the work of the min-
ihstr&. 5thly, To mention no more, it may be of service
to me in giving an account of my state godward, if ever
T should come on trial for the ministry.“65

Davies had wished Patillo %o go on to Princeton,
but financial difficulties stood in theAway%hggéjin
addition, he wished bo get married. He was deterred

for a time by the objections of Davlies as to the impru-

dence of such = ste? at that time, bubt finally went
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shead anyhow in 1755 believing, "That Mr. Davies was
80 Well ¥nown in the learned WOrld that a perscn
flniﬂhed by his hand, would not come under contempt
any more than many shining lights now in the Churoh
who were oducated before the college was erected." o4

The attitude Patillo expressad in his journal
in 1755 must have been representative of the cast of
mind of Dsvies himself, and of the men of the Awaken-
ing generally; "...the principal blessings I am this
day in pﬁrsuit of ars-=-lst, Quickening and vivacity
in religion; 2d, That I may pursue my studies assid-
pously, and that the great end of them may e the glery
of God, and the SQlﬁatiom'of'men; 3d, That religion
may revive where it 1s professed, and spread where not
yet known. “65

In 1757 Patillo was ordained by Hanover Pres-
bytery, and preached in Vlrginia until 1705 when he
acceptad a call to Hawflelqs, Eno, ‘and Iittle River
in Orange County, Herth Carolina. In 1774 he moved
 goutheast to Bute County, and in 1780 to Granville
County, where he succeeded Creswell as pastor of
¥atbush and Grassy Creek; he served there until hils
death in 1801.661t is recorded that he "delighted %o

converse on subjects connected with experimental

» ] 67 .
religion," gnd the zeal and methods of the Awakening
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were carrled into the congregations he served; and
spreéd thfough alllthe area surrounding them. Despite
hils lack of a collegs educétion, he had a great appe-
tite for books and learning. He was g successful
teachaf,‘and published an elementary geography for
his puplls. The first honorary de grae bestowed-by
Hampden Sidney College wés an M, A. awarded to Patillo
in 1787.68H9 took a great interest in bthe spiritual
welfare of the slaves in his congregatlons, and de-
scribes. the methods he used with them, "Of the relig-
ious negroes in my congregation, some are 1ntrusted
W1tn a kind of aldership, so as Fo0 keep Watch pover the
sthers; any thing wrong seldom happens " Ggﬁezwas, more -~
over, & thorough democrat, and repraesented Bute County
in the first Revolutionary Provincial Congrass;qo he
oven admitted that he had "often thought that the
popular Congregatlonal form, joined to the Presbyterian
judicatures as a last resort, would form the most perfect
model of church government that the state of things on
earth admits of . "71

 These six mem--~Camptell, Nckder, Craighead,
¢aldwell, Creswell, and Patillo--were an elogquent answer
o Davies' call-in 1751 for men "constrainea by an

irresistible zoal." Their Llives drametize the extent

to which colenial Presbyterianism in North Carolina was

-
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a transplanting of the Great Awakenlng from the liddle
| Golonles. .waubf.them were natives of 2cobtland, and
three were probably bérﬁ in Pennsylvania. Campbell
stgdied in Scotlénd, and of Creswell's btraining we
know nothing; but of the remaining four, three recelved
their theological oducation in the Hiddle Colonles,
under the influence of the Awakening, and two grad-
uated from Princeton College. ¥eAsden was trained for
the winistry by & Log College wan, and Patillo was
prepared by Samusl Daviés, who in turn had studied
under a Log College graduabe; while Campbell was
induced to resume preaching by Whitefield himself.

Under the preachiﬁg of - these men, North Caro-
_1ina began to produce minlsterial aapirants of her
own, who wers usually sent back to Princeton for
coilege and theologiéal training, and by She btlme of
tha Revolution a generatién of native ministers was
sharing the work with the older men. The organization
of Orange Presbytery in 1770 marked the inauguration
of a period of great expansion and vigbr among the

Presbyterian churches of the province .
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Chapter Three

THE METHODIST FHASE

In 1774 the wmissionary of the Soclety for
the mﬁagmeﬁ of the Gospel in Northampton County
on the Virginia line, wrote to the Society, "We have
rbeenrﬁuch_perplexed of late wiﬁh.the aectarists, who
sometime ago called themselves Anabaptists, but of
late have assumed many different denomlnations, and
heve great influence_ovar‘tha weak part of the world,
by persuading them that they posgess & more extraord-
inary share of divine grace and favor than the rest of
manklnd accompanisd by extradfdinary.influencs of the
holy Spirit, and pretend to a familiar intercourse with
the Son of God. |

"Naver was 5ha body of the blessed Jesus more
1torn‘by the crﬁelty of the Jews, than his Church is novw
rent by these paople,-who take judgmént cut of his
handg, and anathematize every one who conforms to the
doetrine of the Church of England, bub at last they
cannot erase nor break a pillar of that Church agsinst

which the (Gates of Hell shall not prevail.
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"We have a certain ¥r. Devereux Jarrél
- linister in Dinwiddie County Virglnia, who travels
apout intd-every parish he thinks proper, in Carol-
ina as well as Virginila, 1ayihg aslde the service of
the Church and making extensive use of exﬁempore
_prayers snd diseourses{ preaching up free>grace, faith
without works and other doctrines, very detrimental
to a great many weak but wall-disposed people. He
has not yet been in my parish neibher would I suffer
nim So preach in i%, could I hinder him which I under-
stand he says cannot be done, end that he has the
authority to preach whers he pleases of which I should
ve glad to be made aqquaintéd."l

| Only three years vefore, this same minister
had complained-to the Soclety of the vefy tfoublesome
" New Light'Baptists“,zand now he found himself engulfed
in 8t111l ancther wave of evangelistic zeal. ThisAtime
the spirlt of revival came from a reforming group
witkin the {hurch of England, the Mebthodists, who Yook
over the Awakening Iln the 1770%'s as the initlal burst
of enthusiasm among the Separate Baptlsts was ebbing.

Devareux Jarratt had come under the influence

of ths Great aAwakening on the frontisr of Virginla in

the 1760's, through the agency of the iltinarating New
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Slide Presbyteriéns‘and a straj copy of Whitefisld's
servions. He intended at first to become a Presbyﬁerian
Jminister, but decided that he would have a greater
opportunity in the Established Church, and, 1763 assumed
chargelof his firét parish 1n Dinwiddie County in
southern Virginia. Jarratt and hils friend Archibeld
MeRoberts were uhique among the Established clergy for
their evangelical preaghing.ﬁ"lnstaad of moral haranguss,
and advising my hearers 1ln a cool, disp&ssionate manner,
to walk in the primrose paths of a decided, sublime and
elevated virtue, and not Ho travel the fogl track of
disgréceful vice (the favorite style of preaching in
that dsy), I\endea&ored to enforce in the most alarm-
ing colors, the gullt of-sin, the entire depravity of
human nature, the awfuvl danger mankind are in, by

nature and by practlce, the tremendous curse to which
they are olnoxious, and Eheir utter 1lnebility to evade
the sentence of the law and stroke of divine justlce

by their‘own power, merlt, or good works."

Jarrattt's efforts were attended with great
sucéess, and the news of his revival Was.qread far and
wide by strangers who were atbtracted to his services
and then earried accounts back to thelr communities.
Appeals for Eis preaching began to come in from the
surrounding counties, and he "ﬁent out by day and by

night, and at any btime 1n the week, to privste houses




and convered the pesople for prayer,-singing, prasachling,
and coﬁversation."s By the seventies, he had a regular
circult, extending into EWBnty-ﬁine‘counties in Virginia
and Forth Carolina, and was.delivering an average of
five sermons & wegk. His great revival was at its
helght betwsen 1770 and 1772, and reached into tha
countriss of Northampton, Halifex, Franklin, Warren,'
~and Granﬁille, in the northeastern section of North
Cérb;ina. | |

About this time, there came into North Carolina
rapreséntatives of the Wasléyap‘mOVGm@nt, wnicdeas
trying to do, on a large scale, the same job of awak-
ening the Church of England, that Jarratt was frying
to do in Virginia. Altﬁough George Whiteflsld, who
sympathized with Wesley's alms, had been preaching in
‘ Ameriba sinceé 1739, no regular Methodlst soclety was
set up here until the mlddles sixbties. The Mebthcdlsts
did not at first try to set up =A Independent churches,
but to organize, within the Established Church, sccle-
tiss of people who wers deeply concerned aboub the
atate of their muls. The Methodist preachers did not
consider themselves regﬁlar ministers, and except for
a single case, did not presume to administer the sacra-
ments, untll the Methodists had established themselves

as & regular church in 1764 and provided for the
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ordinatlon of their.ﬁinistars.e
The .work was ecarrisd on by a =zealous and
consecrated group of men,fwhdvWere conbinually on the
move, spreading the doctrines of experimental religion,
and esfablishiﬁg and gulding societiés; In 1773 the
little handful of Methodist ministers organized an
American Conference bto establish regular circuits for
preaching, to iicense preachers and assign them, and
generally ﬁo prowmote énd reguiata the spread of
Methodism.v .
' The first Methodist (except Whitefleld) to
preach ‘ln’ North Carolins was Joseph Pilmoor, one of
the two ploneer minisSers sent to America by Wesley
in 1769. 1In the‘autumn of 1772, he spsnt an arduocus
week'preaching through the Albemarle regilon in the
northeagtarn corner of the_proﬁiace.e At one place,
"the poor, lgnorant people wers greatly affected. One
poor old wan came Ho me with tesrs In his eyaé, thank-

1%

ing me for what I had done." At another place, he

daliveradlg sarmon "to a larges congregation of weeping
ginnere.” In tha following Decembsr and January, Pllmoor
agaln passed through North Carolin&,-on his way to
savannah, and presached all through the ssaboard area,"
When Pilmoor came 50 the South In 1772, he hsd
bzen preceded in Virginia .in ths spring df that ysar by

1,

Ropbert Willlams, who had bsen achlve 1n the Norfolk arsa.
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Wwilllams commenced his avangellistic work in Norfolk
by taking his stanﬁ on the stebs of the courthouse and
beginning to sing. When & curlous crowd had gathered,
he kneeled and prayed;wénd then began his sermon. His
hearers were so unused to his evangelistic style of
exhorting, tha®% they thought he was swsaring when he
used such words as. "hell, "devil', and ”damned.“lg
In 1773 he moved his seab of operations to FPetersburg,
and began %o ifinerate through ths countryside, and so
met Jarratt. Jarratt was much_impressed‘with him and
described him as "a plaln, artless, indefatigable‘preach=
er of the gospel; hé was greatlylblessed in deﬁectimg
the hypocrite, raziﬁg false foundations, and stirring
up believers to pfess after’a present sélvaticn from
the remains of én.”ls

Willlams immedlately mdvad inte the fileld of
Jarrabtts revival, and the two worked closely together
in extending it. Jarfatt was indispensable Lo the
Methodists, in administeriﬁg the ordinancés to the
converted, inasmuch as the Nethodlsts were not ordained

minigters themselves. They assured him that they had

come "to build up and not to divide the church." and
14

that "all who left the Church left the Nethodists."

Jarraht did all he could Lo encourage them, even assist-

ing in the organization of soecietles in his own parish.
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After the first lethodist Conference in 1773,
Willlams was sent back to Virginia to ﬁrganize a regular
six weeks circuit, which extended "frou Petersburg.to
the south over Roahoke Biver.some distance into Neorth
car'ouna.“ls This Brunswick Circult reported 218 mem-
bars fo the Confergnce in 1774,.and Hilliams informed
Asbury that "..,.in some parts the congregations consish
of tWD'OP thrae thousand peopla,“l6 an indication that
the revival was having an effect far beyond the limits:
of the socletles themselves. Jesse L@0, who was con-
verted at this time, and who became the earlisst
Methodlst historian, telis us that Williams "ofben
proved the goodngss of his doqtrine by his tears in
public, and by his life and conduct in private. Hls
menner of preaching was well calculated to awaken
'careless sinners, and to encourage pénitent MoUrners.

Ho spared no pains in order to do good. He frequently
went to church to hear the established clergy, and as
soon as divine sarvice was ended ha.woﬁld go out of thé
church, and standing on a stump, block, or log, began
to sing,‘pray, and preach to hundreds of people. It was
common with him after preaching, to ask most of the
beople questions about the welfare of their soulsfgv
‘The Methodists, unlike Jarratt, wers Arminians in

theology, preaching that grace was free %o all who would

believe. They had no elaborate credal system, and
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invited 211 who were concerned over salvation to come
into thoir societias.la The democratic nature of btheir
appeal is revealed by Jarratt's remark that In the
private meetings, "the poorer sort, who at first may
be shy in speaking, soon wore off their shynoss, end
spoke as freely as Others."lg_ Though the great B&pﬁiat
revival had covered thils same &res in precesding yearé,
thers was stlll much for the Hétho@ists to do., The
Baptists seemed to have lost much of 'thelr zeal for
svangelism. Asbury, on his trip thrpugthorth Carolina
in 1780, thought that their Caiviﬁiam had been‘respoﬁsi-
bla. "The péople are poor, and crusl ome 5o anothsr;
some families are ready to starve for want of bread,
while others have corn and rye distilled into poison-
ous whiskey; and & Baptist preoacher had been guiity of
the samé; but it is no wonder that those who have no
wémpaSSion'for the nonslect soils of poople should
have none for their bodies.ﬁgo

In 1775 the ravival burst out with new intensisy.
Three additlonal itinevants had been sent to assist |
williams, and, as a resuls of thelr tireless travelling
and preaching, outbreaks of raliglous excltement Degan
‘to appear from place to place. In April Asbury recslived
from W&lliams,"a great account of the work of God In

21
those parts."  Willlams died in 1775 in the midst of
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: 22
the abundant frults of his labors. In the summey of

that year, Thomas Renkin, who had been converted in
Scotland by Whitefleld, made an evangelistlec tour with
Jarrettltgrbugh souﬁhern Virginla and into North
Garolina.us -

ut the oubsbanding preacher of the 1775 revival
was (60rge Sh&dford. Every sermon he delivered resultad
in conversions, so that he could hardly belleve it him-
self aﬁd the awakening was always most intense in the
arsas where he was active.24 Jasse Iﬂe eharacterized
1t as "tha_greatast ravival of religlon I had ever saeén.
I heve baen at meebtings where bthe whole congregation.
would be bathed in bears: and somekimes their eries
would be so loud that the preccherfts voles could not bs
peard. Some would be selzed with a trembling, and in
a fow momente drep on the floor as 1f they were dead;
while obhers were embracing each other, with streaming
eyes, and all were lost in wonder, love, and power."25

In the Winter and spring of 1776 there was again
a nag outburst of excibtement, with Thomas Rankin this
time doing the most effectlve preaching.26 His jourmal
describes how, "In every place the congregations were
large, and recelved the word with all readiness of
mihd. ‘I know not thaﬁ T have spent‘such a week since

I came to America. I saw everyvhere such a simplicity

in the people, wlth such & vahement thirst after the
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word of God,ithat I frequently preached and continued
in prayer till I was hardlyléble to stand, Indeéd,
thers was no getting away from them while I was able.
to speak one sentence for God."

On July 23, "I crossed the Roanoke River, and
presched in a chapsl in Yorth Carolina, and I preached
every day to very large and deeply attentive congrega-
tlonsg; alﬁhougﬂi%ithout muech iab;r and pain, through
the'extreme neat of the wéather. |

"On Tuesdsay, 30,4was our quarterly meetlng. I |
scarce ever remember such a season. Xo chapel or
preaching place in Virginia would heve contained one-
third of the congregation. Our friends, knowing this,
had contrived to shaée with boughs of trees & space
that would conbain two or three thousand people.

Under this, wholy screened from the rays of ths sun,
we held our gsneral love feast. It began between

alght and nine on Wednesday morning, and eontinued

. 111 noon. MNany festified that they had redemptlon 1n

the blood of Jesus, even ths forgiveness of sins. And

many were enabled to declars that 1% had cleansad them

fpom a1l sin. 8o elear, so full, so strong was thelr

testimony, that while some wWere speaking thelr ex-

perian&e hundreds were in tears, and others vehemently
27
crying to God for pardon or holiness.”
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Jesse Iee closes ﬁis sccount of ths revival with tﬁe
words, "My pen cannot describe the one-half of whﬁt I
saw, heard, and felt, I might fillﬂa volumse on thils
subject, and then leave the greater part untold."z8

The number of Methodists in Virginis was increased
by the revival from 291 in 1774 to 2,456 in 1776. In
the same par%dd the North Carolina membership rose from
‘none to GBS.HQ Aé a result of this incrsase, a XNorth
Carolina cireuit was sebt off in 1776, and three 1tiner-
ants ware appolnted for 1%, Thess men and thelr sucw-
cessors in the next few years had for thelr terrltory
all the arsa south and west of Virginia, ashfar 88
they were able to cover it.50 By 1777 they héd
penetrated through the mountalns to ths valley of.the
Hélston, in wha’% is now Tennessee,51 and by 1779 the
field had expanded so that 1t was divided Intoc thrse
naw ciréuits.sg By.lVSS thare were 2,338 meﬁbers.in
the state, ind it was an lmportant center of American
Methodism.SdTWO years lafer the first conference cof
the iIndependent Amerlcan Methodist Episcopal Church
‘was held in ths state, whilch, by that time, had ten
circuifs and nineteen ministers.54 Thé afficient
central organizatlon, revival-born zeal, and popular
mess appeal of.the llethodists, had enabled them to grow

rapidly, even through the troubled period of the




Revolutlon, and $o beceome wlthin a few years one of
the most importéﬁt denominatlons and one of the most
dynamic'religious_forces in Nofth cérolina. But by
coming late upon the scene, they played a smalle: parkt
than the Presbyterians and Baptists in the Awakening
proper, and had a smaller share of influence on.the

development of the region in its formatlve peried.

80




81

Chapter Foun

THE IMPACT OF THE AWAKENING

The Influence of the Awakening reached into prac-
tlcally every corner of the province of North Carolina,
and. immedlately affected s very large part of 1ts
populatlon., The repid expané;on of the evangelical
deanominations 1s an index of its widsespread influence.

Fraderick Jackson Turner has polnted out how the
conditions of frontier experlence have, in every stage
of. American expansion, left their lmprint og'tﬁe 1ife
and institutions which have remainsd behind, asrthe
frontler moved on to the west.l Elsewhere in the
golonles, the Awakening occurrad in areas over which
the frontier had aquady passed, and which were already

taking on characteristlc forms of life, thought, and
institutions. But 1n North Carolina, the colonlal

Awakening overteok the frontier and was one of the most

important elsments in fronbtler 1ife and developmént.
The North Carolinsz Baptists followed ciossly and often‘
led the early advance of the frontiler up the river
valleys from the coash; and thelr great revival took
place in the recently settled country on the upper

waters of the rivers. The Presbyberian mllitants
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carried the Awakening farther to the wesh, along the
valleys of the Yadkin snd Catawbsa, orgenizing congrega-.
tions at the edge of the wilderness. The Nethodlsts,
getbing thelr foothold in an’area not 1ongi;;ggagd;
were within a fow yoars iltinerating through the newest
settlements, beyond the mounitalin wall on the héadwaters
of ths Tennessece. . ) |

The Carolina upcountry was a part of Turner's 01d
'West, mos & sighificant of American frontiers, the area
where Amaricans were first removed from the Europsean
influences and controls of the seaboard, aﬁd whers
frontier condltions and experlences operated freely,
A to produce peculiarly American traits end institu-
‘tions, subsegquently reproduced and modifisd on farther
frontiers.z In North Carolina, more than‘anywhere else,
the Awakening was a vital pert of the 01d Wes%, and here,
more than elsewhere, 1t entsred into the social process
whilch produced individualis;ic, antl-aristocratic,
Revolutionary kmerica, Here the Revolubtlonary movement
follﬁwed noere cloself on the heels of both frontisr and
Awakening than elsewhere, écﬁually partly overlapping
both in point of time. Cénsequently, the relations of
those bthree elements in the historical development to |
pach other are particularly discerniblse. Thils final
chapter will describe some of the verlous ways 1n

whilch the influence of the Awakenlng was falt.
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Of courss, the pfimary influsnce of the Awskening
was on the religious 1ifs of the pecple. While in

other colonies the Awskening was a rovival of churches
already ssteblished, in North Carolina 1t brought the
first significant religlous influsnce into a religiously
destltube reglon, so that tﬁe religious development of
the province was shamped from its very beginning with |
the evangellcal, emobtional nature of 1its origins.

Just as everywhere else, there were those who
erlticized the revival‘for'its emotionalism and ex-
cesses, particularlj the ministers of the Established
- Church., They wers continuallj complaining of the
censorlousness of the revivallsts, who Wera_éritieizihg.
tham for thelr formality and lack of religlous feeling.
Even bevereux Jarratt complained that, "In some meeatings
-thara has notwbéen the decemncy androrder cbaserved which
I could have wiéhﬁd."g But he was somewhat reassured
by reading Jonathan Edwsrdst defence of-the‘religioué
affections, and was forcsad tﬁ admlt that the grestest
results were obbained when ths omoticnal element vwas
most present. It 1is certain that the religlous influence
of the Awakening would not have spread so spectacularly
throughout the province, had 1t not besn for the con-
taglious excitement of its emotional manifestations.

| Tt is quite true that many of .those converted:

under the excitement of the rovivals fell away from
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thelr conﬁictions soon aftef the exclbement passed,.
But 1t seems equally certain that many were per-
manently influesnced, and that the Awakening produced
& minor revelubion in manners and morals oh many

parts of thé frontier. The best evidence of this is
the number of permanent churches 1left in the waks of
which they exercised overtheir members., The early covendnts
the revivals, and the strict dlsclpline,of the Baptlst
churches are notable &or_the determination they expressa,

o "faithfully de by the help of God's Spirit, what-
soavéf-our consc¢isences, influenced by bthe word and
spirlt of God shall direct 5o be our duty both to God
end man.,.vatching over one another In thé love of God,
especial ly to watch agalnst all jesting, light and
foollish talking which are not convenient (Eph. 5:4)--
everything that does not become the [ollowers of the
holj Lamb onGod...submitting ourselves unto the dis-
cipling of the church..,“4 ,fresbyterién,congregatioﬁs
and Methodist soéleties also enforced high standards

§f morallty and,piaty.5 It cannot be doubted that
‘these chufches exerted a healthy Influsnce on the
frontier, where practieally no other restraints werse
present, and where disregard of law and authority often
had the support of public 6pinion.

Rovivallsm was to remaln a parmaneht foasure of

. 55 a
religious l1life In North Carolina. This eas%éy has
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treated only the laying of foundations by the Awakening
in the period priocr to the Revolublon. But revivals
continued intermittently for the rest of the elghteenth
centﬁry; culninating in the Great Revlval of 1800, which
can be said tc e a sort of end product of the Great
Awakenlng. Tﬁe breaching of Presbygefiam James Hall
against the looseness and immowality loft by the Revo-
lution caused an oufbreak of religibus exqitement
along the Gatawba.ﬁ Jemes ﬂcheady,‘who had grown up
under the influsnce of David‘CaldWell, caughb the‘spark
from the Virginis revival of John Blair Smith, and in
1788 awakened the Presbyterian churches in the northern
part of the state.v Saveral revivals occurred among
the Bapbists of the Sandy Creek Association, bub the
larger and more Calvinistic Kehukeo Associatlon was
praying?in veln a1l through these years for & quicken~
ing of religion émong them.a The Methodists were the
‘most aggressive of the denominations in this period.
They were organized for evangelism, with local preachers
responsible for clrcultbs, the presiding elder responslble
for a1l the cireults in the distriet, and the plshop
ovefseeing all the distrlets, Jeése Iec was one of thelr
most successful ltinerants, and Bilshop Asbury made many
trips through the state for the purpose of urging on

the work.g
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In 1880 the Great Revival began 0 sweep through the
frontier settlements of Kentucky, and into Tennesses and
dhio.‘ News of the great work soon reached North Carollna,
and the churches begen praying earnestly for its extension
to the state. 1In 180G Ehe‘firSt signs of excidement
appeared smong the Sandy Creek'Baptists.lo Then, in 1801,
leruel Burkitt made a trip to Kentucky and brought back
to the mestlng of Kehukee Assoclation an account of the

sdtktr‘m
marvellous things he had seen. The tmzﬁing was thrown

into great excltement, which zoon spread through all the

churches of Lthe Association.ll

Among ‘btha Prasﬁyterians, the revival started at the
close of a three day communion servlice at Cross Roads
Church in Orange County. The minister rose %to dismiss the

congregation, disappolnted that, desplbe earmest eofforts,

no manifestations had been felt, and then sat down asgain. .

Just ss he was again about to dismiss the congregabion,

2 young man who had seen something of the revivel in

mennesses, cried out, "Stand still and 886 the salvatlon
of Godl" Immediately 2 wave of emptlon swept over the
assembly, and singing, prayer, and exhortation éontinued
until midnight, The exclitement soon swept through all
the Presbyteri&n churc‘hes.l2
The veteran New Light, Davlid Caldwell, called a

general meeting of all denomlnations to meet at Deep

River in Januery, 1802, and Baptists, Methodists, and
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Prosbyterians al}-attended; Here the resulis were SO
groat that even the more conservative ministers, who had
previcusly been hostile to the revival splrlt, were
convinced that 1t was a genuine work of God, and great
impetus was given_to the movement. TFor ﬁhﬁ first time,
the entire sbate and all religious dénominations WefB
rocked at once with religlous excltement. Presbyterians
and Methedists held union meetingé, into which many
Baptists -entered as individuals, though they could not do
'so as & denomirnation bacaﬁse of the;r insistence o thelr
own mode of beptism. Another dlstinctive feabure of the
Great Revival was the camp meeting, which seems ﬁo_have
originated in Worth Carolina, and which was to bs & |
festure of the religlous 1ife of the reglon from that
daj to this. Thousands cf pécple.WDnld camp on the grounds
for a week or mors at a time, 1ivi£g in tents or arbofs,
‘and participsting in daily singing; prayver, and preaching.l5
The Grest Revival can be regarded as a culmiration of
the Great Awakening, not only in Northk Carolina, but in
the.Weat‘as well. Tennessae, Xenhucky, and the Ohilo
Valley were largely settled uy peopls from %the Qlder
fporitier of the upcountry of the South and they took with
thent the predlsposition %o omotionalism in religlon whiqh
the Great Awaskeming had engendered east of the mountains.
In addition, many of the outstanding leaders of the

Western revival wers North carolinisns. The eentral figure
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in the whole movement was James HeGready, the North
Caroliné Presbyterian, who had gone to ﬁhﬁ Wést because
of the opposiﬁion to his revival in the state. The Presbytoer- '
lans eontinusd to lead thé Grest Revival In the West, and
all of their princibal figures, Wiliiam MeGes, Willlam Hodge,
.aﬁd Barton Stone, a product'of Dr., Caldwell's school, were |
originally from the state. The Methodlst leaders were
Jomn McGee, 2 native of the stabe, Willism Burke, who had
;6dhé some preaching thére, and William McKendree, who had
‘he;d one of the first camp meetlngs,in Lincoln Counby,
Hérth carolina in 1794. Most of the Baptist leaders were
from V;rginia. The whole movement, with its typleal revival
manifestations and its caﬁp meatings; illustrated how bé-
haviors and institutions which were flirst developed in the
01d West, reappezred on the new froentler. The religlous
traits ddvelopad by the Greatb AWakéning in North Carolina
and in other parts of the 01ld West, partlcularly the
Virginié upcountry, wore among the morse lmportant elements
which went into the 1lifeo that develcped across the mountalns,
‘énd later, in still farther Westa. t

(ne of the most perplexing problems connacted with
the Awakening is‘fhat of the relation of theolgy to
revivalism. On the one hand, the Awakening 1is descrlbed
as a feacfioﬁ\agaimst a gbowlng Arminianism In rellgion
in the sevaﬁteenth and eighteenth centurles, as a refturn

to religious vitality via the reassertion of Calvinism,
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It 1s doubtless true thab Arminianisﬁ, proclaimiﬁg that
God's grace was free to all who would embrace 1t =znd lead
righteous lives, often became a rather lifeless matter
of formal wmoraliby, which concerned itself very 1little
with the relation of men bo God. This 1s the kind of
thing to which the reformsers objected in the Established
clergy, and 1t was doubtless the tendeﬁcy which made way
for laxity and lack of viger among the General Baptists
in +he-province,%&iﬁigghéﬁgg} conversion tc Partilcular
Baptist principles S0 easy. |

Jonathan Edwards in New England the New Side Pfesbyter-
iﬁns in the Middle Coleniss, and George Whitefield throughout
the colonies proclaimed a Calvinism whieh emphasized uhﬁ
importance of man'éﬂzgggégggﬂto God, as the way to lsad
men from Arminian errors back té¢ & vital plety. Making -
men wholly dependent on the capricidus will of an all=-
ipbwarfnl deity for salvation from the horrors of the hell
which they desgribed so_vividly, they aroused the smotions
of thelr hearers £0 a burning concern for the state of
their souls. Despite the fact that these calvinistie
evangelists could not assure their listeners that even
thelr most sincere efforts would result‘in salvation, they
were undoubtedly successful in srousing them to make the

attempt, and were themselves falrly confldent of their

ability'to distinguish conversions as true works of gracse.
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The faet is tha®t they were quibe aé gager to enlist
the emotions of their hearers in the?cause of theilr own
salvation as were any of thelr Arminian co=laborers In
the Awakening. Jonathan Edwards was elmost unique among
them In- understanding She logleal difficulties of their
position and in working out a defence of thelr methods,
which was consistent with orthodox Calvinism, as well as
with the latest advances in phillosophleal speculatlon.
Buﬁ for most of these Awakened Calvinists, 1t is probabiy
- frue that they were primarily concerned with spreading
.vital religion as far as posslble, withouf being hothered
by the necessity for wbrking out & loglcal scheme which
would justify their'ﬁéthods of‘arousingffhe emotlions
‘as & system of "meansg" fittéd into the Calvinistle system.
Tﬁe spaqulations of an Edwards wers pretity elusive to
master,espacially for unedueated Beptlsts, br gven un-
philosophical Presbyterians, on the North Carolina
frontier. |

They were not much hampered by theology while they
were making ccﬁverts, but when thﬁj begaﬁ to set up
creeds and covenants for their converts and-sacceésors
‘to dceopt, thers wes fthe danger that the theology would
become an end in itself, and that evangelistilc zeal would
pe dampened. To assuré the convert that few aré to be

savad, .and that he is one of the few, 1s not llkely %o
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spur him on to save souls himself. The season of religlous
sxcibement soon passed, but the creed remained, telling

the elsct that the rest of mankind, from whom they were

set apart, were beyond the posaibiliﬁy of salvation, by

the will of God. This may be putbting the mabter & bit
harghly, but there is evidence that %his ia;just what
happened in Yorth Carolina.

The New Slde Presbyterians were contlnually belng
charged by thelr more conservative brethren with belng
worthodox, or at least wlth ﬁot being concarnad about
theology, a8 indeed thej wore not. They had seen a
great light and were terribiy interested in saving souls,
and,%ere willing fp forget theologidal OOmplicétions for
‘& while. In‘faet' the mors zealous evangellsts among
the Presbyterians sometimes abandoned Calvinism completely.
In 1792 Rev. Robert Archlbald, a staunch revivalist and
promoter. of Wattts hymns abt two ehurches in Mecklenburg,
began preaching universal salvation, and was expelled two
years later by Orange Presbytery.ls Even Henry Patillo
was suspected of unorthodoxy,lG After the Great Revival,
Barton W. Stone, a natlve of North Carolina and an en-
thusiastiec revivalist, led the "New Light" seceésion from
the Presbyterisn Church, abandoning Calvinism and declaring

the Biple to be the only rule of falth and practice,17

Another sehism growing out of the Great Revival led to

the formation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.




Its leaders had been among the foremost promoters of the
revival, and they now announced reservatlons as to the
doctrine of predastinétion.la | |

The rapid tapering off of the original enthusiasm
smong the rigidly Calvinistlc Particular Baptists is
a cese in point, The loss of zeal by the Separates
is probably at least partimlly explained by the fact
that they were moving from thelr early Arminianlsm to-
- ward the theology of the Particulars. ~Alone smeng the
dencminatilons, the~Calvinistic Baptists had no lmportant
revivals vetween the Revolutlon and the Great Revival,
Ebré the lack of eduecatlon ﬁrobably operated to encourage
s literal subseription bo & formal theology, which, being
1ittle understood, beceme even mors of an end in 1tsalf
than would otherwise have been the eéss. QESEEEQEtE% this
periothhe Methodlsts became very strong in the sreas
'where the Baptists had formerly bkeen predominant

The ¢alvinism of the Presbyterlans probably accounts
for the fact that the Presbyterian congregations never
in the whole period carriled the Awakenming very fap
beyond thelr own bounds. The New Slde evangalists were
able to awaken the Presbyberians themselvss, bub never
1nspiréd‘the eleet to evangelize others. Indeed, thelr
own enthuslasm was frequently noﬁ vory lastinz. Johm

Meleod, who came In 1770 to succeed New Light James
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Campbell in two of the churches on the Cape Fear, said
that, "he would rather preach to the most polished and
fashlonable congregatibn in Edinburgh than to the 1little
oeritical carls of Barbecus,” so well-Informed and crlitlcal
ﬁera they on doctrinal poinﬁs.lg

As a matter of faot, most of the evangelizling of Pwaste
places" in the province was done by Arminians. The Goneral
Baptists, the Separate Baptlsts, snd the Methodists all
offered the grace of God freely to all who would receive
it. That Arminianism had its pitfalls, has already been
pointad ouk. ‘Tﬁﬁ General Baptists beecsme so 1ax that the
- eart of conviction-we’ntﬁut ‘of thair religlion, and the
vigorous Partleular Baptists were able to move in and
take over their churﬁhes. The Separates, without ?ny
credal statoment at all and with an uneducated ministry,
soon came, almost unconsciously, under the influence of
the rigid creed of the Particulars,

But the Methodlsts, with their efficient centralized
orgaﬁiﬁation and insistence on dlseipline, wers éble to
avold these pitfalls, and, starb;ng after the other
denominations were waéll established, they wers able to
extend themselves’throughout the stabe. Having been
founded for evangeiism, and their type of organizabion
having been planned for that purpose, they reftained thelr

enthusiasm while others lagged, so that by 186C they
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led all denominations in the state in number of churches
and were second only to the Baptlstis In manmbership.

It is hard to sscaps the conclusion that, while
rellgious zeal flourished among both Calvinists and
Arminians, and while both Calvinism and Arminlanism were
subject to tendencles whicﬁ drisd up the springs of vital
piety, still, the rigld theology of the Oalvinists ssemad

always 5o be an.incubus to the spirit of svangelistie

 anthusiasm which charatarized the Awakeming and made it

such a potent force In the 1ifa of colonial North Garolina.=

One of the most important results of the Awakening

was the contributipnIWhich 1t made to educabion. The

~ Prasbyterians were most prominent 1in establishing schools.

Prior %o their coming,'the pecple of the backcountry had
nad no teachers whatever, and even in the coastal region
education had teen availaﬁie omly intermittently and to

a. fortunate feﬁ. Some planters had been able to afford
tutors for thelr children, 1ay readers of the ﬁstablish-

od Church had occeasionally conducted sehools, the
Prasbyterigggggz: James Tabe, had begun teachlng in Wilming-
ton- in 1760,20 and scademles had been set up in lewbern

in 1766 and in Edeanton 1n 1770.21

But when the Presmyterians began filling up bthe

frontier, thay established schools everywhere bthey sattled,
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Thelr attitude tpward‘eduéation is illustrated by an extract
from the minutes of_Synod‘of 1785, "Resolved, also, that it
be enjolned on all ccngregations to pay a speclal regard to

the good education of chlldren, as belng Intimately connected

with She inberests of morality and rsligion; and that, as
schools under bad masters and & caﬁasss menagement, are
seminaries of vice rathsar than of virtue, the session, corpor=-
ation; or committee of every congregation, be regquired to A
endeavour to establlsh ome or mors schools in such place,
or places, as shall be most econvenient for the people...“22
In 1755 Governor Dobﬁs found on ﬁis lands southwest of
the Yadkin savqnty-fivelfamilies of "what we call Scotch
Irish Presbyterlans, who with others of neighboring tracts
had settled together in order to have a GLeacher of their own

opinlon and choice.“23 Inasuuch as aducabted and dependable

men for teaching were exbtremély hard Yo Lind, the Presbyterians

‘relied largely on thelr ministers to superintend the schools,
'and their educahional efforts were greatly handloapped until
regular ministers settled among them. | ‘

Crcwfield Academy, one.of the earlisst schools, was
N 176

Pegun in 1760 between the Yadkin and the Catawba.94 AJoseph

bogan te whing
Alexander bawgkk in Oraighead's old congregablon; il Queen's

ansther acmdamy,

Museum,,was chartered in 1771 at Charlotte in Mecklerburg, =%

w hen

ater—tims he book charge of the instruction there. Desplfe

the annulment of 1ts charter by the king in 1773, the academy
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continued to opsrate, providiﬁg-a claséical édncation for
many; and preparing some for Princeton.  In 1776 the name
was changed to Liberty Hall Academy, énd_it continued to
functlon wntil the invasion of Cornwallls in.l'?BO.2

Other well-known academlds were eonducted in the Revolu=-
tionary period by Presbytarian'ministers: Samuel MeCorkle
whb.prepared six of the first seven graduates of the statae
univarsity et Zion Parnassus Academy on the 22¢kin;26
Robert Archibald in sastsrn Macklehburg;gg James NecGready

8 ang Henry Patille in Orange and Granville.gg

in Orgnge;g
James Hall, a graduate of Pringeten who later recsived
honorary degrees from both Prlnceteﬁ and the University of
North Carolina, opened, during the Revolutlon, the vest
sclentific school in the state at Clio's Nursery in ﬁestern
Rowan (néw Iredéll) geunty. He wrote a gfammar for his
pupilé; started a‘circuiéﬁing library in the neighborhood,
and encouraged debating societiés.§0 |
By far the best known of these Presbyterian academies
was the one conduchted by BDavid Caldwell at his home 1n
in Guilford County, A4 Princoton graduate, he commenced
his school soon after his installation as minlster in 1768,
and continued to Leach until about 1820, During thils period
the fame of his school spread far and wilde, snd he had
students from every state south of the Potomac, as well as
from every part of North Carolina, There were seldom less

than fifty pupils in atbtendance, and often slxty or more.

Five of his students became governors of states, many
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more mewbars of Congress,'and a large numbsr Jjudges,
phyéicians, lawyars, and'ministers.SI

Naturally, relligious influeanSIWQre strong In the
school, and revivals were frequent. Eany of the students
dacided to becomeministers, without having had the faintest
intention of dolng so when they came to the academy., Nrs,
CalQWQll,.the'daughter of Alexander Craighead, was so’
successful iIn persuading sﬁudents to enter- the ministry
that 1t was commonly said at the time thas, "Dr, Galdﬁell
-~ made the scholars, but Mré. Caldwell made the preachers."9%
The school produced at least fifty Presbyterian ministers,.
& vast ma jority of those in tho region ab %hﬁt pariod, so©
that 1% was 5o bthe South what the Log Collegs had been %o
the ¥iddls Coloniss. Some of these men were merely preparsd
by Dr. Caldwell for entrancs'intq collaege, particularly
Princeton or the new state wiversity at Chapel Hill, bub
many of them reqsived their entire academic and profession-
sl theological training from him, and later ranksd among
the most dist inguished members of the'professidn. Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, Rhetoric, and the sclences were the basic
curriculum, and moral philosophy wasg haught from a syllabus
of Witherspoon's lectures.oo | |

When the state university at Chapel Hill, the first

in the country to open its doors, began In 1795, 1t was
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under strong Presbfteri&n influence., The provisiocn in
thae state coﬁstitution which had directed the establlishe
ment of the university, had apparently grown out of in-
struetions to the delegates to the constitubicnal Congress
of 1776 from predominantly Presbyterian Mecklenburg, that
the constitution shduld provide for tha sstablighment of
a2 college in that coﬁnty.54 The first president was &
Presbybterian minister, and the firsﬁ instructor was a
graduate of Présbyterian Princeton, on which ImstHmiiom
the new college modelled itself for many years. In 1795
the-Uhiversity sacured the serviﬁes of Rav. Jossph Caldwell,
who had been educated at Princeton under Witherspoon,~and'.
who was to gulde ths new college for forty ysars and make
of 1t an oubstanding instibution’in the ante-bellum South.3d

The Methodlshs were handicapped gducat ionally bﬁ'baing
late in the field, and more particularly, because ost of
their ministers were not highly educated. But they did show |
an eayly interest in promoting learning. In 1780 Bishop |
Asbury found subscriptioné being taken in North Carolina-
for a school; the bullding was delayed for some years,
but By 1793 Cokesbury School was flourishing on the west
bank of the Yadkin in what is now Davie County, with a
regulaf minister detailed to suparintend it.Ss

The Baptists, on the obher hand, had been hostile

“to education, This was partly because they made thelr



appeal to the poorest and most backward elements of
soclety and absorbed their prejudlces, and partly becausse
of thelr hqstility $o the formalism of the educatad'ministry
of the Esbtabllished Ghurch. It will be recalled thet the
principa1 reason glven for the saoesgicn of the Separates
frdm the churches in New England was that% the old churches
would ety alléxﬂihése with college training to preach, .

The eacovrigemant educat/on bauin.
But in the early nineteenth century, Lis—HerTawe 2 main
point of controversy anong North Cﬁrolina Baptists, and
4n a split the majority followed the liverals and led bthe
bthar denominations in a large-scale promotion of de-
neminational schoels and c:oftle;ges.'317

In the eightéahth éeﬁtury the Presﬁytarians provided

‘mogt of the sducational facilitiés avallable to the peoﬁle
of North garolina, and were responsible for much of the
impetus for the establishment of a state university,
" In tﬁe nineteenth cenbury they were jolned by the more .
popular denominations in astabliéhing academles and éolleges.
In the sarly ente-pellum period the only obther schools were
scattered private academies for the ehildren of the welle-
to-do, usuwally under the care of ministers, and 1%t was

‘not' untill 1840 that the state began to assume in a masgre

way & part of the eduncabional burden.
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The Awakening in North Carclina was &lso important

‘for the part 15 played In the struggle for religlous free-

1

dom. The 1dea of the complete separatlon of ehurch and
state was a pecularly Amsrican contributlon, in whi#h the
colonles of Rhode Island, Pennsyl%ania, Eroinlis, and North
Carolina led the way, '

. In ths seventeenth and early eighteénth centurieé,
even the coastal reglon of tﬁe provinee was isolated
geogréphically, and devaloped those traits of independence
and rasentménf of aunthority which are charaecteristlec of
frontlers sverywhere., 1In the early period,:the Qualkers
ware very numerous and politlcally pcwérful in the province,
and they led the fight against a church establishment,
assisted by s powerful groﬁ§€0f settlers who wére nob
partleularly religioﬁs, but who opposed the'setting up
of any sort of authofity which could bax them and enforcs
conformity, 8o that desplte the provisicns 1n the original
propristary charters for a staté church, none was set
up until 1761, when the governor, "by a great deal of care
and management," was able to defeat the Wuakers in the
Assembly and get the first Vesﬁry Ach passed.se

The Establishment was greatly aided aboub this ﬁime
by the formation In England of the Seclety for the

Propagation of thé Gospsl, which immediately began to
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send Eetablished minlsters to the province. But the
oppos ition was so great thét, in most piaces, 1t was
lmpossible to slect vestrles that would lesvy a sufficient
tithe to 'support a clergyman; even when the tithe was
levied, it usually proved impossible of cocllection,
Moreover, the missicnarles themselves were not willing
to undergo, for the sake of re;igioﬂ;_tha haréships of
the new country and the meagreness of the subslstence
which they got from the Seéisty, and few df them |
lested lenger than & year or two, Most of them seem to
" have been protty ineffective, and scme; who were downright
vicious, hurt the cause of the establishment more thén
bhey helped 1b. |
The gcéarnors and ghe Church party in the Assembly
were contimually trying to get more effective church
laws passed., In 1710 this waé an important factor 1In
)Caryfs Rebelllon, in whiech the dlssenters were defeatad.éo
But the next year‘thay wore gilven 1ega; status ﬁy the
declaration that the British Toleration Act of 1689 was
‘to apply in the province. 'This aect 41d not.relieve
them frdm the levies for the Establishment, but it did

allow them to¢ preach, provided that thelr mlnisters and

- meeting houses were licensed by the county courbts, and
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provided they leftftheir meeting houses unlocked at all
timés.41 ‘

In the interiof, where the dissenters wers in a
majority, they were not much molested, but in the coastal
reglon thelir freedom tHo worship depended on a falr inter-
pretatlon of the law. In 1740 s Gerﬁan Reformed congrega-
tion in New Bern obtalned permission from the county courd
to build a chapel, which was alsc to be uséd by the
Bstablished Church. But 1ln the same ysar a group of
ﬁaptists brought in a simllar petitlion and had a great
‘deal more difficulty, On the first day the cburtvgrudg-
irgly admitted that the petltlon was In order under the
Toleration Act, but delayed the matter for btwo more days,
hoping %o find some way to prevent iks belng granted,

of the court .
On the third day one of the three membsrs,joined in secur-
ing an indictment of the petitioners for “several misdemeanors
committed by said petitloners contrary to and in contempt
of the laws now in foyce;“ probably fer having worshipped
previously witheut the reguired license. They were then
bound over to appear at the genersl eourt of the province,
' to be held at Hew Bérn, and also required to glve bond
£t0 the county court foﬁ "eood behavlior®, that is, nob
to.continue preaching and hﬁlding gorvices., The irdicted

mon wore tried, and three o bthem seem to have been
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punished by whipping aﬁd three months impfisbnment.
However, a slightly different group of men brought

in another petitlon, asking, not for a llcense for =
church, but merely for permisslon to hold services under
the provisions of the Toleration Act. This permission
was granted after they had subscribed to the Test Oath,
which repudiated the doctrine of trensubstantlation,
snd 50 the Thirty-Nine Articlés of the Established
Church, being allowed to dissent from the Thirty-Sixth,
%hich spproved infant baptism, snd part of the Twenty-
Seventh, which affirmed the truth of all wrllten in the
‘homilies.42

. Another case cawe to light in 1742 in the petition
of the Protestant Diszsenters of Bay and Neuse Rlvers
to the Chief Justice of the Province, relating how
their meetings have been frequently broken up,land their
“ petition to the county court at Bath the previous year
for a meeting house deniad.45 |

In the meantime,thﬁ,effbrts of the governors to

get the Establishment In operatlon had been continﬂally
thwarted by the opposition of the vestries and the |
refnsal of the Assembly to pass the necessary laws for
its encouragement. Dissanters and others who opposed

the Establishment were getting themselves elected vestrys

men and then refusing to qualify, or qualifying and then
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refusing to organize the parishes, In 1715 a Vestry
"Act was passed whiéh imposed a fine of thres pounds on
vastrymen, except known dissenters, who refuséd to take
an oath of absclubes alleglence to the Crown and anroath
poﬁ_to oppese the liturgy.44 It was reenacted In 1741

without the ocath of allegience.d

When opposition Yook
the form of refusing to vobte for vestrymen, the Assembly
passed an act in 1764 fining all, except Quakers, who re-
_fﬁsed to vote, twenty shillings,"Dissenters who were
elected and fefﬁsed to guallfy were fined fthree pounds.46
By the time of Governor Dobbs' adminilstration in
1754 a new source of btrouble arocse in a dispute betwesn
local Churchmen and the Crown ovesr presentation, or who
was going to appolnt and supervise the leocal minilsters,
The Crown‘diSAIIOWGd the Vestry Act of 1754 because of
 the presentation elause, end it was mot untll the adminis~
' : of disseniers aad Jeczl Churchmen
_tration of Governor Tryon 1n 1788 that the cemblned opposition,
could be overcome and a Vestry Act satiéfactory‘to the
Crown passed.47 _
William Tryon was an able and determlined man, and a
lzealous;protaganist of the Establishment., Having gotten
a satlsfactory Vestry Act, he soon realized that the
vestries could not be depended upon for the support of

ministers, so he induced the Seciety for the Propagation

of the Gospel to aupply & stipend for the clergymen it




105

'sent_over. on taking office, Tryon had found five minlsters
in the province, but within five years hé hed parscns in
eighteen of the thirty-two parishes. In this program he
was supported by the pro-Chureh party In the East, and
strongly opposed by practically all of the inhabitants
of the upcountry,48
The Raptists and Presbyterians Werelvery numerdus
in the Interiocr, and were growing mors active and powers
ful every year. In 1766 an Established minister arrived,
assigned to Mecklenburg County in the West, but the
acoount he received of the numbers of dissepters in that
area and thelr hdstility to the Eabtablishment deterred
him from sven going thore. The minister:who was sent
to Rowan County found that his vestry would not at first
qualify; and when he did get a vestry, they refused to
support him, and dlsmlssed him after a few years.
Even in the East, the ministers were contimuélly complain-
ing of lack of support and of ﬁhﬁ activity'of'the
dissenters.49 | A
One of the devices used by the authorities for
suppressing dissent 1n the province was modelled on
She British Schism Act of 1714, which provided that
no one could teach school without auﬁhorization from
the Bishqp of Tondon. The act was repealed for Britain
in 1718, but 1its provisions appeérad in the Instructions

of five governors of North Carelina between 1730 and
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to operate which would propagate principles of dissents
or train dissenting ministers, In the dearth of educational
activity in coleonial North Carolina, 1t was applied bub
thrée times. The Fresbyterian minister, James Taté, baught
after 1760 in Wilmington without molestation, and other
Prasbyterian ministers were beginnling teo teach at this
time in the baék counbry, where they could not have boen
reached by the lsw in any csse.
But when the charter was ensched for the academy at
New Bern 1n 1765, it provided that the master had to be
a member of the Chureh of England. The same guestlon arose
in the Assembly over the charter g? an acadeny for Edénton
in 1768. The cowncil insisted that the restriction be in-
serted, but the lower hoﬁse resistedisuééessfully and
pessed the blll without 1. ‘Governor Tryon vetoed the
-bill, and two years later was able %o get one passed
with the objoctionable restriction included.>
" But the intentions of the British government came
ont most clearly in the case of Queen's Museﬁm, an acadenmy
in Presbyterian Mecklenburg, which was granted a charter
in 1771. The Presbyterians had agreed that a Churchman
ghould be president of the institution, but the in-
‘structors snd trustees would be mostly Presbyterians.

The act was.sent to England, snd the Board of Trade

advised the king that, "we think it our duby to submit to
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‘your Majeaty, whether'it ﬁay‘be advisablé for your

Ma jesty to add'epcouragemént te toleraticn by glving

the royal assent to an establishment, which in 1its
conseqQuences promises with great‘and permanent advantages
to a seet of Dissenters from the Established Church who
have already extended themsélVes over that province in

vary conaiderable'numbers.“52

The charter was revoked.
The dissenters were also discriminated against in
the matber of exempting ministers from militia musters.

The Established elergy were exempt by 1746, st leamst, and

in 1764 the exemption was extended to "regularly called"

Presbybterian ministers. Quakers were flnally excused
in 1770, out of respect for thelr pascific prinqiﬁles,
provided ﬁhey ware anrélled to serve in case of ine
surrection or iInvasion; but the Baptists, who were lowest
in the soéial order, were never glven any consideration.o%
The oppréssion to which fhe dissenters would have
objected most, 1f the laws had baeh atrictly carriled omt,
was the levying of tithes by the vestries fer the support
of the Hstablished clergy. But as a mabber of fact; bthe
levies wers seldomfimposéd, evan'in areag where the
dissentefs were nob dominantg>and the records of the
Quakers, which can probably be taken as representative,
show that the dissenters dld not suffer greatly from

this cause.55

53 .
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The restriction which stirred up the most dis-
satisfaction was that on marriages by dissenting
ministers. Acdording to the Marriage Act of 1741,
marriages were to performed by the Established minlster,
and if there were none, by a maglstrate. Ths Presbyteriaﬁs
seem to have ignored the law from the.very first, and the
Quakers were allowed to marry by their own usages wlthout
molestation. Some of the Baptist ministers became justlces
of the ﬁeace, and were able to psrform legal marrlages.
Marrlages by dlssenbting minlsters became so fregqusent that
in 1762 the governor and council tried to get an act
pessed imposlng 2 fine of fifty pounds for the ﬁffense,
but the lower house ﬁould not consent. The marriage
fee was large, goling partly to the minister and partly
to the goverhor, and thls provably accounts for some
of the eagerness to enforce the law,28

Dissatisfaction continued to increése, and in 1766
an.aqt was passed'allbwing "regularly calledﬁ Presbyterian
ministers to marry by license only, provided thé feé was
paid to the minister of the Established Churoh. The
singling out q the Presbybterlans in this act 1s indlcative
of the animus toward the Beptlsts; Governor Tryon admitted
that, "Ancthsr.tendenéy of this Aet was %o prevent the
freguent abuses by rascaliy fellows who travelléd through.
therprovinea under the title of ministers of the Presby-

terians and other sectaries and who being bsggars in’




109

consclence as well as in circumsbances sought all 5pp0rtun-
ities to perform that sacred office to the great prejudics
of the_country.“57 But the Presbybterians were far from
moffifisd by the act, and petitlons of objectlon came In
from several of the western countles, Thsey objectad flrst,
becauss the act charactafized the previoué Presbyterian
marriages as disorderly, though it 1egaiized them, Also,
they were noy required $o marry by license, Instead of
by-publicatimn of banns, as they had besén dolng., Finally
they were not'happy about collscting fees for their
marriages and then bturning them over to the Establlshed
clergy.58 _

In the meantlme, the Regulator troubles were becomling
more serious, and Tryon was anxious to try to align as
meny o lements on his side as poséibla, gspecially in the
upcountry. So In the Assembly of 1770, in which the
dissident elements of tha‘intarior had a stfoﬁg representa=
tion, he made a show of acceding to the demands of the
Presbyterlans, and sponsored a marrlage act wilthout the
objectionable features. The Council was even then so
stubborn in its opposition that the act was not approved
mtil the Presbyterlans In the lower house had refused 0
consider any other 1egislatibﬁ beforo thelr bill was passed;

and then, it contained a clause suspending 1t untll 1% was.

approved by the king.
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Tryon sent the bill to Enéland with é le tter making
1t clsar that the act was disadvantageous to the Eztablishmént;
two of his friends in the Estaﬁlish@d ciergy also ﬁrots lottors
making his opposlition to it apparent. One of thess letters
reads in part, "Upon the fate of thls obher Bills wers
dapendent, and 1t was good pollcy to keep the Diséenters
in as good humour as possible at sueh a critical Juncture.
Should thils Act recelve the Hoyal asgent, 1t would be a
fatal stroke at the chureh of England, but as the insurrac-
.tion iz entirely quelled I flattér myself wlth hopes %the

Act will meet with a repulse,"®C.

It 13 not surprising
that 1t was dlsallowed, |

| At no time had %the slightest concession been made
to the Baptlsts., Thsy wers very numerous among the
Reogulators, and in ftwo petltlons in 1769, ocne from Anson,
gnd one from Orange and Ro@an,‘the‘ﬂegulatcrs requésted
that ail dlzsenting minlsters be allowed to perform
marriages acecording to the rites pre aeribed by thelr own
danominaticns.61 A 1ill to this effect was introduced
in the same Assembly that extended-the privileges of the
Presbyterians, bub it was rejected by the Council. With ~
the Regulation crushed, the reforming party was ousted from
the Asseﬁbly, and  the marriﬁga questlion took its place

among the unsetiled grievances that lsd to the Revolution,5<.
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Its lmportance ﬁhere is indicated by the fact that
the first two items In the set of Instructions drawn up,
by»Mecklenbﬁrg County for its delegates to the Hallfax
Gongress of Novenbsr, 1?76; instrue% them to endeavoﬁ to
have 2ll the old'vestryland marriagellaWS abolished, and to
obtain suech a law "that Gospel Minlsters regularly ordalned,
whether by Biéhops;-or Presbyteries, ortbj Associatlions of

regular ministers, shall have the Legal suthorilty to marry

e

after due publicatiion of banns whers the parties 11ve,10°

 However the actua1~resoluﬁioﬁ iﬁxthe Provincial Congress, that
A1l regﬁlar ministerstf*%he Gogpal of every Déﬁomination
shall be empowered to celebrate matrimony, according to
the rigbts [Eig] and ceremoniss of thelr respective
churches,"” ﬁas introauced'by the RBaptist minisber, Henry
Abbot, who also ﬁlayed an_important part in embodying
‘religilous liperty in the State Comshitution and B1ll of
Rights. This declaration by the,dongress effectively re~
pealed the colonlal marriage laws, Shough new laws Were n&t
formally adopted untll April, 1778.64

Toward the close of Tryon's administration, the resent-
ment of the Establlshment had become merely a part of the
larger quarrel of %the pepple with the governor and wilth
 @roat Britain, The ministers in Granville and Duplin
Counties were forced to leave thelr parlshes, after serv-
ing as chaplains wifh the militia forces led by the governor
agalnst the Regulators.55 Such was the hostility, that

Governor Martin, who succeeded Tryon inm 1771, thought 1%
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impolisic to try to lntroduce addltlional clergymen. The
Vestry Act of 1?68 ﬁas to run for flve years, and the
Establlishment officially dled when the renewing Vestry
Act of 1774 provided only for the.vastries' fanctions
in caring for the poor., 4s the Establishment wént down,
the work of even those of the ministers who sympathizad
_with the patriot cause was réﬁderad lneffective by the
 outbreak of the Revolubim.55 |

As Revolutlgnary North éarolina began to ‘shape 1its
own laws and insti@ﬁtionﬁ, the idea of a church establish-
ment was one of the flrst bargets for attack. Orange
Presbytery, at ths insténce of Davld Caldwell, applisd to
Waightstlll Avery a prominent representgtive from Mecklen~
burg County in the Halifax Provinclal Congress of April,
1776, to secure relief from the Dppressions Whiéh dissentsrs
suffered from the Establishment; but the matter was carrled
over to the Halifax Cohgress of November, which was to
frame a Constibtution and Bill of Rights.67

In this November Congress, two different 1deas of
church~state relations were repreéented, that of bShe
Presbyterians and that of bthe Baptists. An extreme form
of the Presbyterian view 1s put forward in a set of proposed
instructions drawn up by John Meknist Alexander, & ﬁfominent
leader in Mecklehburg‘Connty, for the county's delegates
to Congress. It instruets them "to oppose tb the utmost any
partieular clergyman or set of clergymsn belng invested

with power to ‘decree ritss and cersmonies and to declde in

<
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econtrovarsies of faith to be submittnd to under the Influence
of peral laws," HDWever, it was not proposed that rellgiom
should have no place in the government. Tha Presbyterians
thought & braper religious Influence eséential to the sbtabtels
wo lfare, and AlexandePAprOPOsed that the delegates should

see to it that the Protaétant religlon was made "the Religlon

of the State, to the ubter exclusion forever of all and every

other (falsely so called) Religion, whether Pagan or Papal,

.

and that ﬁha full, free, and psaceable anjoymanﬁ thereof -
be secursd to all and every con3uituent mamber of the State
as their unallenable right as Freemen, without the impositien
of pites and coremoniss, whether claiming civil or ecclesi-
asticﬁl power for thelr sourcs, and that a confession and
profeasion-of the Religion so established shall be necessary
to qualifying any person for public trust in the State ,"68
These propositions were modified in ‘the eounty publile
meeting, and the final resolutions provided that no one who
denied the being of God or the divine authorship of the
014 andxﬂgw Testﬁments, or who was a Roman Cathollc should
be eligible for office. They also provided that mo
professing Christian ashould be compslled to pay taxes
togard fhe support of any other denominatim; and finally,
"That all professing Christians shall enjoy the free and
undlsturbed exercise of religiom, end may worship according
to their consciénces without restraint except idolatrous
worship." So that the delegates wers left free b0 vote

for Alexandep's Prohestant state religionm, subject to these
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conditions. Similar resolutiOné were senkt from Orange
'County, WherqralsqsPresbytsfianism was strong.ﬁg

The Bapbists in the neéew state, iﬁfluenced by the
stirring fighé their brathren in Virginia ware making for
religious liberty, stood for complete 1iberty of conseience
and the seversnce of any‘connecticn between church‘and
state, A Bapﬁist mninister, Héhry Abbot of Pasquotank, had
been in touch with the situation in Virginia and was very
much concérned about the question of religlous 1iberty,
He woes elected to the Constltublonal Congress and appointed
to the committes which drafted the Congbitution and BL11l
of Rights; and the articles reléting to religioﬁ-seem to
have origimated with him. Article Nineteem of the B11l.
of Rights says, "That all men have a natural and inallen-
‘able right to worship Almighty Ged, according fo-the
dictates of their own consclencas," 0 |

Article Thirfy-four of the Constltutlon proper says,
"There shall be no establishment of any one religlous church
or Denomination in thls State iIn Prefereonce Lo ény other,
neiﬁher shall'any pers;m, on any pretaence whatsosver, e
compe lled to attend any place of worship contrary to his own
‘Failth or Judgmént, or be obliged to pay for the purchase of
any Glebe, or the bullding of any House of Worship, or for
the malntemance of any Kinister or Minlstry, contrary to.
what he belleves right, or nad voluntarily and personally -
engaged 50 perform, but all persons shall be at liberty
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exercise thelr own mode of WDréhip. Provided, that nobhing
herein containsd shall be éoﬁsidereduto exempt preachers
of treasonable and seditlous Discourses from legal brial
and punishmant.“ |

These artlcles esbablish full liberty of consclence,
as conbtrasted with Alexander's proposals, Furthsrmora,
whén the draft was reportsed %o the floor, 1t contained
none of the religlous rostrictions on of fice~holding which
the Péesbyterians had proposed, and which must have been
sbrongly urged and still more strongly opposed in ﬁhﬁ
commlttee, Bubt after a hot fight on the floor, thé
following article was inserted, "That né berson who
shall dehy'the belng of God, or the truth of the Protestant
Rellgion, or the Eﬂvine authority of the 0ld and New Testa-
ment or hold religlous princlples incompatible with the
Froodom and Safety of the Staté,‘shall be eapable of hold-
. Ing any office, of place of Trust or Profit, in the civil
Department within this State.“Vl

Tradltion has 1t that this article wag introduced by
the vetaran Devid Caldwell, who was a member of the Congress;
and although it is very similar In language to thﬁ“Mecklen-.
vurg resolutions, it 1s in eccord with hils lmown views, |
and he must have been prominent among its proponents.vz
In the Convention to ratify the Federal Constitution in 1788,
.he Pought for a éimilgp raligious test for offlece~holders,

With this one defect, North Carolina preceded Virginia
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by nine ysars In establishing full rellgious liberty,
desplte the greater renown of Jefferson's Statute<of
Virginia for Religlous Freedom.

The dissenting sects planted 1n ¥orth Carolina_by
- the Awakening played an important part 1nm bobth the Revo-
Iution and the uprising of the Regulators whieh preceded
it. The Stamp Act and the dutles levled after its repeal
under the principle of the Declaratory Act were felt
hardly at all in the Interlor; the determined and success-
ful resistance to these measures came from the merchants
and gentry of %the trading towns of the coashal area, who
stubbornly meintained that only the colonial Asszembly
had the right to iavy taxes for the province,'> |

The ngulator movement in the upccuntry grew oub
of local grieﬁancas, and In these matters the coastali
gentry sided with the royal governor to suppress the
rebellion, The‘Assembly and.thé governor appolinted
all the county officials, and these local courthouss
rings, by the use of patronage and‘political machina-
tlons, had been able té eonbrol fhe elections for
_ Assemblymen. These county officials, particularly
the clerks of court and registers of deeds, had been
exacting as much as four times the legal fees. Thae
taxes laid by %the Aséembly\Were pell faxes and it was

found that in every county the sheriff had been collecting
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amounts in excess of the actﬁal'levies; Taxes were Iim-
pogad for what were considered exﬁravagant sexpendltures,
ag in 1768, when every taxable in the province wWas re-
quilred to pay tWD-shillings siz pence for the consgruction
of an impresslve governor's palace, It was found that in
some cases whaere speclal levies had been made for speéial
purposes, Aas for.example,-to pay the costs of the French
War, a sufficient amount had been collected, but the
speclal taxes were still demanded. Tha scarcity of
specie In the upcountry made the tax burden even more
onerbus, and men were loslng their property bgcause they
could not find currency with Which’to pay the sheriff.
Other grievances arose from abuses in.the land'offices of
Lord Granville, who held all the land in the northern half
of the province, a3 & result of which, all land titles were
thrown into confusion, and many people were uncertain in
their possession of property on which they héd l1lved for
many years, |

Discontent was apparent In the ﬁpcountry Ly 1765,
and in 1766 an Association was formed to call the loeal
officlals to.acqounting. In 1768 the Regulators, as
they came to be called, entered Into an oath-bound agreo-
ment to pay no taxes until == satisfection was secured.
From 1768 to 1771 the interilor was in a shats of tumuls,
with the Regulators inslsting on redresé, and the gofernor
insisting that they ablde by the laws and at the same t ime

méking a feebie show of trying to improve eondltlons.
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~ Some measure of rdform was sacﬁred when the angidents

welre ablé to defeat some mémbers of the cocurthouse gangs

in the elections for the Assembly of 1770, bubt moest of

the abuses eontinued, as did riots, beatings, refusal

to pay taxes, break;ng up of courts, and general lawless=~

nass., The governor twilce led the militia to Hiliéboro in

the center of the dlsaffecbed area. On the second ocoaslon,

in May, 1771, a pitched battle ﬁas.fought'at Alsmance Crsek

in wésbern Orange Counbty, at which time the Regulators wsre

crushed and forced to submit and taks an oath of.allegience.
Governor Tryon demonstrated his politleal astuteness

throughout thé conkroversy, in retaining the support of the

lowcountry leacers agéinst the Regulators, at the same time

he was opposing them on the‘Parliamentary taxatien question.

He tried to play the same kind of game with.the Presbyter-

lans, in order to divide the vpeountry. He had glven %them

- gpecial privileges in the Marriage Act of 1766, snd in

1768, after the Orange County mllitla had failed to fturn

out to hié‘céll, he tried to get trcops in Mecklenbﬁrg

gounty, which was predominantly Presbyterlan, and in Rowan

County, where the Presbyterians were an influential element.
The Presbyberian Scotch-Irishmen, by virtue of their

aggressiveness and zeal for education, had assﬁmed a positicen

of soclal pre—eminénce among the dissenbters. In the counties

where they predominated, they had been able to keep politiecal

control in thelr own handé, so that they dldn't suffer as
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much from abuses ag the obther upcountry countiss, and also
had considerable Inflilence in the Assembly. Now Tryon
appealed to thelr social prejudiqes, télling them that
the Regulators were "a Faction of Quakers and Baptists,
who aimed to overset the Church of England, &c.“75 * The
Presbyterianministers, Patilio, CPGSWeil, McAden, and-
Qaldwell, expressed thelr disapproval of an armed'revclt<
_against the govafnmant in a 1etter to. thé Pfesbyterian
inhabitants of North Caroilina, which deplored tﬁe fact
that some Presbyterians had engaged In the Regulation,
agssured them that reédress could be obtained by iegal
meané, énd urged them to abandon the moveﬁent, even 1f
-1t meant breaking'an oéth. ?hey also agsured the governcr
of théir 10ya1ty.76 | )
But Tryon did not fare quité so well with the Pros-
byterian militiamen. In Mecklenburg he %ouﬁd that they
refussd to take the oath %o méintain the gbvernment agalnst
the disturbers of the peace, and ao he had to posbpone nis
call for volunteers until a later date, and even then got
only about a.third of them. A somewha® bebter respomse
was obtained in Rowsn. The Regulators were overawed DY
this show of fores, but the situatlion had chanéed’by
1771, when Tryon again‘called for troops.
‘ He had wcontinued to woo the Presbyterians in- the

Assembly, passing a more liberal marrilage act in 1770 and

chartering thelr academy a%t Charlotte In 1771, But the
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cont inued abuses and the fallure of the governor to

take any effectlve steps to relleve the situation had

. alinned moat of the people of the #est on the side of
the Regulators, though many of them deplored the ex-
cesses and viclence which had cccurrsd. This time

'Tryon sent General Waddell tnrough the southern and
westorn counhles to collect she militla and to
approach the Regulators from bthe rear,_whila he ad=-

Q vanoed‘on'thsm‘by way -of Hillsboro, ‘with the militia
from the Best. This time Waddell was able to securs
only a huhdred men from-mécklenburg and two hundred

_ffom‘Rbﬁan. When he crossed éhe Yadkin, he found hils
Waj parrsd by a strdng'force of Regulators. Heo then
discovered that the men he had were unwilling %o fight
the Regulators, and he had to retlire back across the
}iveri In the meanbime, a aupply of powder on its way
to his afmy had been éeized in Mecklsnburg and blown

_ up.VB

Many of tne Regulabors engaged in the Béttle
of Alamance were Presbyberians from the congrogations

o Caldwell, McAden, and probably Patillo.  Caldwell

was himself persent at Alamence, and was senf by the

Regulators just before the battle to try to negoblate

with Tryon. When he learned that‘Tryon‘was determined
that they shouid submit, he urged them nobt %o fight

and promised to try to secure & aettlement for thsm.

o
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After the battle, when six of the lesser lsaders had B
been sentenced to hang, he went to Hillsboro Lo try

to save thelr lives, bub his efforts were of no

effsct. Jaﬁas Hunter, who was cne of the principal
leaders and who was outlawed after the battle, had

been a member of one of Caldwell's congregatlons;

many obther members of Caldwell's congrogat lons were,
prominent among the Regulators, as was doubbtless

trus of members of obher Presbyterlan churches in the
area.vg | )

He rmen Hﬁsband; She leading man among the -
Regﬁlators, was & deoply religlous Individual, and in
1761 published an account of his spirituasl progress.
He had been brought up in an Episcopalian household
In Maryland, and had been consciousrof religlous
promptings from his earliest years. Bubt 1t was not
unt il he heard[Whitefield prsach in 1%39 that.he began
to undérstand the way %o salvation and became an _
enthuslastic New Light. "Our Winister, or the Church
Kinister (=0 called) would now and then preach in our
Neighborhood, who I woent also to heat, from whom I could
learn littls of nothing at all, for the Wew-Lighbs (as.
they began to be' ecalled) would tell us the Marks, at
loast some Marks of & Christian, and thet we must be

 born again of the Spirit, and proving it from Scripture,
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and explain the Works of (onverslon, describe the State

of the new Man by 3imilitudes and Parablas,'thundér

against sin with some Lifs and Power, But the Church |
Minister ssemed to know:nothing at all about the Matter, J{

nay he would speak against 1%, and signify as much as

- that Water Baptism was the New Birth, end that a Life
of Morélity was a Chrlstlan ILife, without any sensible
“Workings of Godts Spirlf on the soul; so that T got
quite sick of him.a."go |

Husband!'s experiences convinced him that he must'
always follow exé&tly,ths promptings of the Spirilt within
him, and he describes how, afbter much soul ssarching, he
finally decidad tha't even the New Light Presbyterians
were too much inclined %o shackle the untrammeled dic-
tates of the inner light by insisting on adherencs to
formal "means." Gonsequently, he f£inally became &
Quaker, daﬁermiﬁed 10 follow at all costs the prompbings
of the Splrit within him as to whet was God's will,
He was a.éhronic rebel all his life, and sacrificed
everything %o this Inner conéiction of right'ﬁnd WIONg.
When he fled from North Carolina with a price on his
nead after the Battle of Alamance, he went to Pennsyl-
vania, whgré he became lnvolved 1n 1794 in the Wnlskey
Rebellion., He was arrested and agaln sentenced %o die.
But David Caldwell, who was In Philadelphis at the time,

got up a petition on his behalf, and he was pardoned
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: 81
by Washingbo.

It can be assumed that the religlous motive wag

prominent with other Regulators. The center of dis~
affection was in the arsa where Shubal Stearns had
settled only ten yoars before the ngulation movement
started, and ‘it 1s probable that the majority of the
Regulators were Baptists, or had at leash beén axposad
to the influence of their great revival., Tryon had_
already characterized the Bap tists as "enemies %p
goclety and a scandal'to ¢ ommon sense,"?a and his biliter-
ness toward them probaﬁly accounts for some of his |
harshness toward the Regulators throughout the conflich.
This was Husband'g oplnion: "...Though we will not say,
that there was not & design formed particularly againét
Orange County,'because the body of 1its Imhabiltants were
Dissonters from the establlshed Church pf England.-

If theres was nﬁ sﬁch-Des;gn, why were nob Graﬁville,
Brunswilck, and Cumberland, where Qﬁakers and Baptista
are not so0 numerous, treated with lenlent medsures of -
‘Powder and Ball.“83

| Husband also belleved that Tryon's appeal to
the Presbyterians, including his weaseling support of
the charter for Queents College in Mecklenburg in the
Assembly o 1770~1711, was part of the same design
against the Quaskers and Baphists. "What was this for,

but to bring over the Presbyterlans to his sids,
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against thelr Brethren of other Denominations. And
with the same spiriﬁ and'Design, tha Gov. glves
Commissipns making 6neACol. #3}axander, and another
Capt. Alexander, and anobther Alexander Esg. Justice
of the Peace, &c. &c.--and all thils to take in a
large bodj‘of Preosbyterians, settled in Orangs-county
since the last War, $hat they mlight be ready Tools
of the Junto, to sarve’as Pack-horses, to do their
drudgary...”aé
The BSandy Creek Association did in 1768 thresten
to excommunicate any of the Separate B&ptisﬁs who took
ﬁp arms agalnst the government or aided those who d14
Lso.85 ‘Butb fhera iz abundant evidence that this had
11tt1e effect. It will be recalled that resentment
at usurpation of authoritj‘by the Assoclation caused
it to be broken up in 1770, and it 1s probabls that
this was one of the princlpsl reasons for disgsatis-
faction with 1t., Two Baptist ministers_signéd one of
the'Regulatdr paper$; and meny Baptist names are fbund
on others., The Regulatﬁrs held meetlngs at Rocky
River Church, and one of the exhorters of Sandy éreek
Church was with the dissidents at% Hiilsboro in 1768,86
Yost convineling evidence of all, is ths greét

exodus of Baptists from the province after the Rattle

of Alamance. Morgan Edwards was in the area immediately
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afterwords, and reported that the mother church at
Sandy Creek had been reduced from 606 to 14 meﬁbers.
"Phe ceuse of the dispersion was the abusse of powar
Whych too much prevailsd in the Province and caused
the inhabiltants bo rise in arms, snd fight for their
privileges; but being routed, (May 16, 1771), they
despalred of seeing better times, and therefore quitbed
the Provines. It is sald thet 1,500 farilies departed
sinée the battle of Alamance; and, bto my knowledge 2
great many more ars only Waiting to dispbéé of thelr
plantations in order to follow them.“8r7 Ho mentioned
severél other removals of whol@ Baptlst communlties.
establizhel thenselves

These people setckind along the whole frontier of South
carolina, and furnished the bulk of the populatlon
which flowed across the mountains iIn these years and
sattled on the upper waters of the Tennessee.ee

| The outbreak of the Revolution four yoars
after Alamance found tha‘dissénters of the upcountry
in the front ranks of the patriots. The imporbance
which the Awakening had ascribed to the s oul of.aach
individual had fostered a respect for individual
rights in government as well as in roliglem. The
fight for religibus liperty and against the Establlsh-.
ment was a 1ogical‘f0rarunnar to the fight for politi£a1

1liberty. The pure democracy of the local Baptist churches,
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and tﬁe répresentative democracy of %the Presbyferian
pqlity wers evan ﬁore significant than the colonial
Assembly in educating the mass of the psople in
' democratic institutions. The tradition of church
covenahts, which the Prssbytarians preserved from
their Scoteh orlgins, énd‘thé covenants entered Iinto
' bf the Baptists emphaéized the idea of government by
conseﬁt. Especially among the Presbyherians, the
jdea of a mutual obligation to reslst all oppeession
was emphasized., These elements, brought to North
Carolina by the Awakenlng, intaraéted with other
powsriul forcés in frontler 1ife that made for democ-
racy: the outatanding role which the dissanting sects
played in the Revolution is evidence of the lmportance
of the religious slements.

The ﬁost Presbyterian area in the state and,'aé-
cording %o Cormwallls, "the most rebellicus sectlon
of Amefica“eg Was Maoklenburg County on the Catawba,
where the intransigent Covenanter and New Light,
Alexander Cralghead, had begun preaching abeut 1755.
As soon as the news of the battle at Lexington roached
tﬁe county,‘a county convention met and adopted a sel
[twe Resolves of May 31,775, not the spuriovs "Moot lenburg Declaratjon"sf May 2o
of resolutionsAsuspending all Crown aubhorlty, vesting
_all power in the Provincial Congresses, and constituting
e virtual declaration of independence. Of the Ltwenby-

sgven members of thils conventlon, one, Hezekiah James



Balch, was & Presbybterlan mlnister, and nine cthers
wore elders in the Presbybterlan church.go
In 1780 after the Bribish victory at Camden,

Lord Cornwallls movsed his army int6 Mecklénburg
‘County. Hls cavalry commander relates the difficultlies
the British had with the unorganized people of the
erea, "It wag evident and had been frequently mentloned
to the king's officers, that the countles of Mecklen-
burg and Eohan were more hostile to England than any
others in America. The vigilance and anlmosity of
these surrounding districts checked the exertions of
the well-affected, and uotally destroyed all communlea-
tion bethep the kingts troops and the loyallsts in other
parts of the province..‘gwathe town and its Inviroms
abounded wlth inveherate enemiés;..the foraging partlies
wore harrassed every day by the inhabitaﬁts, who did
not remsin at home %o recslva payment for the product
of thailr plantations, but gene“ally fired from covert
places, to annoy the British detachments..; o Re-
ceiving news of the defeat of a detachment of his
army under -Ferguson at Kings Mountain, Cornwallis
wag obliged %o retreat beck to South Carolina, and -
leaving at night, lost fifty wagons of supplles in the
swamps .

" In Western Rowan, 50 the north of Mecklenmburg on

the Catawba, the Presbyterian ministers were active
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patricts, Rev. Thomas McCGaule went wlbh General #W1lllilam
Tes Davidson and other militliamen from his COnéregation
to meet GDTnWalliS‘ second invaéion'of North Carolina,
and was at thae gezeral's side when he fell in the Battle
of Cowan's Ford.gd Re verend James Hall, who was educated
at Prlnceton under the prominent pat®iot, Dr., Witherspeoon,
was,early in the war,chaplaih bf the army sent against -
the Cherckess., When the Britilsh Invaded South Garolina
in 1779, he roised from his congregation and led, with
the rank of eaptain, a compeny of cavalry; and in 1781
he again mustered the menﬁof his church to mead the
British at éOWan's Ferd.gu

Farther north, in Gullford County, David Caldwell
preached constantly on the rights of the colonists in
their dispute with the mother coundry. In Gthe only ons
of these segrmons to come down 5o us, he'desdribes the
oppresslons whioh'the colonies have suffered, and then
concluéeé, "TP T gould portray Lo you, in any thing
like thelr reallty, the results of your conduct in Bhis
great crisis in your polltical destiny: or if I could
desgerive with eny tolerata.degree'of cprrectneés, the
' feelings which you will have of reproach, shame and
fegrét, according to the part you act--ﬁhether as nen

and ss patriots, or as cowards and tralbors--I should

have no difficulty in persuading you tc shake off your
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sloth, and stand up wanfully in a firm, unlted, and per-
severing defence of vour liberties; bub I would hope
that enough has bgon sald--snough in raasor—~enough
for ‘my purpose; and we expect that none of you will
be wanting in the dlschargs of vour duty, o prove
unworthy of a csuse which is so important in 1tself,
and which every patriot and every christlan should
value more than wealth, snd hold ss dear zs his 11fe.”95

caldwell's setivities in behslf of the patrict cause
pmade him a marked man when bhe British ocoupled the
counbtry at the time of the Battle of Cullford Court-
heuse in 17&1, anG he was forcéd to hilde gﬁ%fin the
woods for scme btime, having several narrow escapes.
The British encamped on his place, ransacked his house,
and burned his library. Afber the bdttle he asslsted’
in caring for the wounded. °°

The other members of Orange Fresbybery wore
patriobts also, and were likewlse active. Henry
Patillo was the chaplain of the first Revolublonary
Provinclal Congress in 1775. The officlal posiftlon
of Presbyterisnism was expressed In a pastoral lebtbter -
,sent cut by the Synod of New York and Phllaﬂelphwa on
Mey 20, 1775, ab the very oubsebt of hostllitles. It

was written long before independence wasrserlously

talked of, and expressed alleglance to fhe king, "who
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had probably been mlsled into the late =nd present
. measures by those sbout him." Bub 1t goes on to
urge the fullest support to the dontinental Congress:
- "...adhere firmly to their resclubions; and let it be
seen thet thoy ars able to bring out the whole strength
of the country to carry them inﬁo execution.“gv The
dcobch Highlanders of the‘cape Fesr should be noted
.as an exception to the general Prasbyterian abttltude,
isclated by language differences from the rest of the
state, and feeliﬁg ¢b111 bound by'the,ogth they had
taken after thep defeat at Culloden, they formed the
core of Tory strength in North;Carolina.gg

The Baptists, more than any other sect, héd teen
persecuted in Eorﬁh Carolina 5y the colonlal govern-
mant and‘the Establishment. XHvidsnce of the Bapbtilst -
positlon in the Revolubtion is found in = lattér from‘
Washingﬁon to & group of Virginis Baptlsts "When T
recollect with satisfaction, that the religlous socieby
of which you are mombsrs have been throughout America,
uniformly and almost unanimously, the firm friends to
clvil liverty, and the persevering promobters of our
glorious revolutlen, I can not hesitate to velisve
that they will be the faithful supporbters of =2 free

238
vet efficient government.”




A ﬂtudy of the various records of the Baptists
for the Revolutionary pariod reveals that a surprising
number of those whose names .are found *here, are alsc
men who came to light during the period as £ active
patriots holding raupon31ble D031t¢ons in the Revolu-~
tionary cause. Zgggégthe Baptisks nad been univers ally
“shunned in public 1life during the colonlal psricd,
séventeen Baptlst minlsters occupiled public pﬂéitions
during and imﬁediatsly following the Revolutlon., This
rise in public estsem and 1nf]uenca was to a grest
extent due to thelr zedl for the patrlot cause.loo

Few Bapbist 1ayme£ are known %o have been Tories,
and only three ministers were ever under Ehe susplcion
"of the vigilant Committees of Safety. Of thess, only
one was a Tory, and he quickiy recanted, The obher
two had religlcus scruples against taking up arms,
and were accusad of belng dangerous propagandists,
This was not the officlal Baptist posibtion, and it
sgems that some $f the Bapbist miniﬁters actually
joined the army._OI It is the Baptist historlan
Paschal;s view that, with the possible excepbtion of
the Presbyberian settlements, the part of the state
whoere the Kehukee Assoclatlon was sbrongest, was the

most undivided of all in 1ts pétriotism. In Bute

County, where the Baphtists were very strong, "The




132

king had no frlends, excipt a few Scotch merchants,
and vagrant peddiers.” 1o

The case wibth NMethodlsm was gulte different. It
had entered the state only & few years prier %o the
Revolution. Many of itse foremost preachers had only
recently come to America from England, for the sole
- purpese of saving souls, and they did not feel liks
siding w1lth the colonies. The situatlon of the native
Methodists was made even more dl;ficult by Weslsey
opposition ir England to the Revolutlon. Besides this,
many Methodists had scruplss agelnst fighblng. dJesse
Iso, who was bo become one of their'most‘nrominent
rraachers, refused to vear arms when he was drafted
into the militia in 1780, put was finally allowed to
drive a wagon ingtead. On the cther hand, many
Methodists were prominent patriots. Creen Hill, =
preéchar, was 8 militia major aﬁd rapresented Bube
¢ounty in three Provinclal Congresses. Phillip
Brucé, another prominent preacher, was alsc an
ardent patrict and participated 1n the Baktle of Kings
Mountain. Bub as a groﬁp, the Mebthodlsts were too new
in the £101d and too much dlsorganized themsslves oy
the war to exert much inflﬁance ons way or the othsr.los

The Awakening had enrolled the entiré upcountry -

in the. ranks of dissent. The Presbyberians end Baptists

had helghtened ths frontiersman'ﬂ sense of his individual




133

importance, pro%ided worklng models for dameccracy In
thelr forms of church government, and encouraged men
to insist on ‘thelr rights in the fight for religlous
liverty. The spirit of dissent had fused with the
spirit of polltical grievance 1in the Regulatian,-and
5y the time of the Revolubtien, the dlssenting =ects
were preaching the principles eof polltleal as well

as rollgicus liberty. In the West, the Presbyteriéﬂs
were the very_backbbne of the Revelubtlonary movement.
At the same time, farther sast, the formerly despised
Baptists were so active in the patriot cause, that the
war for Independence was for them a soclal revolution
also, elevating them for the first time to a posibion

of respectablility and responsibility 1n the community.

The Revolybicn merely highlights the impsct of
the Awakening. By the btime nestilibles began, the
frontier had passed, and In the immediately praceding
pericd, North Carolina 1ife had assumed bthe charac-
teristic aspscts which, whille changing and evolving,
would nevertheless continue to be dlstinctive of the
regicn from thet dey to this. 4nd in Shess pre-
Revolutlonary formetive years, North Carolinlans
were moving on to new fromtiers, carrylng thsse charac-
tepristics with them, to leave their stamp on new

Wests and on the nation. In these years, bhe Awskening
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wes one of the major scclal forces shaping %the region,
| melding its gocial behavlior and attitudes, deber-
mining its petterns of religlous 1ife, sducating 1ts
leaders and laﬁigé the foundatlons for its future
educationél development, and pfofoundly Influencing the

svolution of its political ideas and institutions.
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