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Editorial - Beastly teachers 

T e a c h e r s , they say , a r e a n e c e s s a r y evil ; b e a s t l y peop le , t e a c h e r s ; 
pedan t i c , d o g m a t i c , i n t o l e r a n t . If this i s the n a t u r e of the b e a s t , should 
we not t ake W o r d s w o r t h ' s adv ice and ' le t n a t u r e be our t e a c h e r ' ? T h e r e 
could be no b e t t e r field than en tomology in which to put th i s in to p r a c t i c e ; 
a t l e a s t we should r u n no r i s k of a s h o r t a g e of t e a c h e r s . 

It i s diff icult to a r r i v e a t a r e a s o n a b l e e s t i m a t e of the wor ld pop 
u la t ion of e n t o m o l o g i s t s , b e c a u s e they a r e difficult people to define and 
s t i l l m o r e difficult to r e g i m e n t ( p r a i s e s b e ' ) . If one supposed that for 
e v e r y one a t t end ing an I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s , t en s t a y a t h o m e - or 
m o r e l ike ly go out co l l ec t ing - t h e r e m u s t be a r o u n d 20, 000. If Canada 
h a s a s m a n y pe r head of popula t ion a s any c o u n t r y , a s h a s been c l a i m e d , 
the f igure m a y be 50, 000. Le t u s a v e r a g e t h e s e two f i g u r e s ; if "we have 
35, 000 e n t o m o l o g i s t s , th i s would a l low 22 d e s c r i b e d s p e c i e s of i n s e c t 
pe r en tomolog i s t , or if we a c c e p t C. B . W i l l i a m s ' e s t i m a t e of the wor ld 
popula t ion of i n s e c t s a t 10 , about 3 X 10 i n s e c t s p e r en tomolog i s t ; 
a r a t h e r unusua l s t a f f / s t uden t r a t i o . 

I n s e c t s a r e c e r t a i n l y p e d a n t i c , d o g m a t i c , and i n t o l e r a n t , and 
should t h e r e f o r e m a k e good t e a c h e r s . And a s t e a c h e r s of en tomology 
they m u s t s u r e l y be i m m u n e to the f a sh ionab le a c c u s a t i o n d i r e c t e d a t 
schoo l t e a c h e r s - t h a t they a r e good t e a c h e r s but have nothing to t e a c h , if not 
to the r e c i p r o c a l r e t o r t often a i m e d a t u n i v e r s i t y t e a c h e r s . P e r h a p s th i s 
i s the p r o p e r r o l e of h u m a n t e a c h e r s of en tomology - to he lp the i n s e c t 
t e ach the s tudent , or to h e l p the s tuden t to l e a r n f r o m the i n s e c t . C e r 
ta in ly if one had to c h o o s e b e t w e e n i n s e c t s , b o o k s , and e n t o m o l o g i s t s , f r o m 
which to l e a r n , the cho ice would be in the o r d e r g iven . P e r h a p s m o r e 
than any o the r s c i e n c e , b io logy in g e n e r a l and en tomology in p a r t i c u l a r 
m u s t b e taught f r o m the o r g a n i s m s they a r e c o n c e r n e d with , in the f ie ld 
and in the l a b o r a t o r y . Many of u s get in to the bad hab i t of r e a c h i n g for a t ex t 
when in doubt about s o m e point of i n s e c t s t r u c t u r e , when we could j u s t a s 



40 

easily reach for an insect - a much less fallible adviser . The habitual 
reference of questions back to the insect might even help us in our dif
ficulties in keeping up with the l i te ra ture ; it would certainly give us a 
surer foundation of knowledge from which to judge whether, in any par t 
icular paper, we need to read on. In addition to the rather negative 
qualities we s tar ted out with, insects a re ubiquitous, lively, versat i le , 
unobtrusive, ferti le, and unequivocal. There is little more one could ask 
of a teacher . 

One of the interesting advantages of an insect teacher of entom-
ologyas compared with a human teacher, is that he can fulfil many of his 
functions even after death, especially if well preserved. Indeed it is in 
large part the readiness with which they may be acquired in the first 
place and p rese rved in the last place, that makes insects so much more 
valuable than many other groups of organisms in the teaching of other bran
ches of biology. Their only limitation lies in their inability to teach the 
s t ruc tura l detail of other groups - unfashionable stuff these days anyhow. 

There is a tradition of great teachers of entomology extending back 
to the early years of the science itself. Surely a place in this ros ter 
has been earned at least by two species of cockroach, by a fruit fly, and 
by mealworms and flour beet les . 

Brian Hocking 


